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HIRE blasts Hopkins 
lor curbing tree speech 


By SARI AMIEL 
Staff Writer 


According to a report 
issued this month by a 
nonprofit group focused 
on civil rights in higher 
education, Hopkins is not 
doing enough to safeguard 
freedom of speech on cam- 
pus. 

The group, the Founda- 
tion for Individual Rights 
in Education (FIRE), evalu- 
ated 323 four-year public 
institutions, along with 
104 of the largest and most 
prestigious private univer- 
sities. Of the 427 schools, 
250 — including Hopkins 
— received a “red light” 
rating, indicating oppres- 
sive free speech policies. 

According to FIRE, a 
school labeled as a “red 


University 
among first 
{0 oppose 
ASA boycolt 


By EMILY HERMAN 
Staff Writer 
President Ronald J. | 


Daniels and Provost Rob- 
ert Lieberman were among 
the first of more than 200 | 
American university and | 
college leaders to denounce 
the American Studies As- 
sociation’s (ASA). boycott 
of Israeli academic institu- 
tions late last year. 

Although Hopkins is 
not an institutional mem- 
ber of the ASA, Daniels 
and Lieberman firmly 
condemned the boycott, 
stating that it goes against 
the principles of the Uni- 
versity and of academia in 
general. 

“To curtail the freedom 
of institutions to partici- 
pate in the exchange of 
ideas because of the poli- | 
cies of the government of 
the country where they re- 
side is to strike at the very 
mission of our university,” 
the statement said. 

Despite the release of 
that statement, the Johns 
Hopkins University Press 
still publishes the ASA‘s 
academic journal, Ameri- 
can Quarterly. Lieberman 

See BOYCOTT, pace A4 
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light” violator of freedom 
of speech “has at least 
one policy both clearly 
and substantially restrict- 
ing freedom of speech, or 
barring public access to 
its speech-related policies 
by requiring a university 
login and password for ac- 
cess. 

In contrast, only 16 in- 
stitutions received a “green 
light” for lacking ex- 
pression-stifling policies, 
while 152 schools were 


given a “yellow light,” for | 


“maintain[ing] policies 
that could be interpreted 
to suppress protected 
speech” or policies that 
“restrict only narrow cat- 
egories of speech.” 

The rankings have been 
widely criticized by of- 
ficials at universities and 
colleges across the country. 

“I was surprised be- 
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The University’s fourteenth President, Ronald J. Daniels, will serve the Hopkins community for an additional five years until the expiration of his contract. 


Board of Trustees reappoints Pres. Daniels 


cause I feel Hopkins is | 


pretty accommodating to 
free speech,” Vice Dean 
for Undergraduate Educa- 
tion Steven David said. “I 
know in terms of visitors 
that we’ve had here...Rick 
Santorum, a very ultra- 
conservative guy, was giv- 
en very respectful treat- 
ment here.” 

Additionally, Hopkins 

See FREE SPEECH, pace A5 


By ALEX MICHEL 
Staff Writer 


Two weeks ago on Jan. 
16, the University’s Board of 
Trustees unanimously vot- 
ed to reappoint President 
Ronald J. Daniels to his 
post. Now that his contract 
with Hopkins has been ex- 


| tended, Daniels will hold 


his position until 2019. 


During his time at Hop- 
kins, President Daniels has 
focused on pushing the 
University into the top- 
most tier of national uni- 
versities. In his inaugural 
speech in 2009, he made his 
vision clear. 

“Tt is our duty to craft 
an environment that at- 
tracts the most talented 
faculty, staff and students,” 


Daniels said in his speech. 


“Once they are here we 


must ensure that they can 
fully realize their prom- 
ise.” 

Since 2009, Daniels has 
promoted the potential of 
the Hopkins community 
as well as united the com- 
munity under one iden- 
tity. 

“The sum of our Uni- 


versity must be greater 
than its constituent parts,” 
Daniels said. “We must 
knit together a University 
identity, a shared vision 
of Johns Hopkins that 
draws upon and enriches 
the identity of each of our 
schools, the health system 
and the applied physics 
laboratory.” 
See DANIELS, pace A3 


| By ASHLEY EMERY 


For The News-Letter 


An unidentified assail- 
ant stabbed junior Giovan- 
ni Urquilla in the basement 
of a residence belonging to 
Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity 
(PIKE) in the first hours of 
Jan. 19 and the final hours 
of a fraternity party. The 
aftermath of the party did 
not yield answers and con- 
fusion as to the identity 
and motive of the aggra- 
vated assault persists. 

“We're saddened and 
dumbfounded by the in- 
cident and the fact that it 
happened to a Hopkins 
student and member of 
the fraternity,” President 
of PIKE Luke Jenusaitis 
said. 

A student who attended 
the gathering, who wished 
to remain anonymous, 
described the end of the 
night as “chaos as brothers 
told everyone to leave the 
house and get out of the 
basement, which was cov- 


‘ered with pools of blood.” 


Despite the many fra- 


OPNONS ATT YOURWEEED B2: 


ternity brothers and guests 
present, no one can con- 
firm the identity of the as- 
sailant. 

“We do not know who 
stabbed Giovanni, but 


our organization has been 
working tirelessly with the 
University and the Ballti- 
more Police to work to nab 
this guy,” Jenusaitis said. 


———= a 
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PIKE brother stabbed at house party - 


Jenusaitis could not 
comment on whether or 
not Urquilla knows the 
identity of the individual 
who assaulted him, and 
Urquilla could not 
reached to comment. 

A myriad of questions 
arose about how the assail- 
ant was able to enter the 

See PIKE, pace A4 


The stabbing occurred in the basement of the Pi Kappa Alpha (PIKE) house. 
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Sophomore President 
steps down from post 


By ALEX FINE 
Staff Writer 

Former Sophomore 
Class President Alex Ko- 


ren resigned from his post 
Monday night due in part 


| to increased time commit- 
| ments with 


that he did not have enough 
time to put his full effort 
into serving his class while 
running a startup company. 
“This was not a decision 
that came easily to me,” Ko- 
ren said. “I didn’t wake up 
one morning and suddenly 
decide that 


| Hyv, a data 1 no longer 
analysis wanted to 
system he “This was nota be __ presi- 
cofounded. Pet, dent.” 
Acting in decision that Prior to 
accord with i his resigna- 
the SGA’s Came easily to tion, Koren 
Constitu- me. dropped a 
tion, the major and 
remaining — Sophomore lightened 
six class Alex Koren his course- 
senators load in ef- 
voted in forts to 
former Sen- juggle his 
ator Jahan presidency 
Mirchandani as Koren’s and company. Howev- 
successor. - er, his business quickly 


Koren, who has been 
class president for the past 
three semesters, chose to 
step down after realizing 


gained steam, and it be- 
came clear that something 
would have to give. 
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Student-run Hop and Shake born from undergraduates’ conception 


By AVI POSEN 
For The News-Letter 


Students going to the 
gym for the first time since 
getting back from winter 
break will notice an ad- 
dition to the facility’s of- 
ferings in the form of a 
smoothie stand. 


Hop and Shake, the 
smoothie and _ protein 
shake enterprise, is the 


product of an idea first con- 
ceived of by recent gradu- 
ate Joe Loren and junior 
Kyle Fischer in the fall se- 
mester of last year. 

Since its conception, 
the idea has undergone a 
rigorous review by a va- 
riety of panels and offi- 
cials, and the business will 
soon open in the Ralph S. 
O’Connor Recreation Cen- 
ter as a project of Hopkins 
Student Enterprises (HSE). 

Located in between 
the vending machines 
and the restrooms on the 
lower level of the recre- 
ation center, the smoothie 
stand hopes to provide 
gym-goers with refresh- 
ing drinks at reasonable 
prices. 

Bringing their idea to 
fruition was a lengthy pro- 
cess; it has been over a year 
since Loren and Fischer 
submitted their business 
plan to HSE. 

“It was not until early 
June 2013 that I was noti- 
fied that HSE, Hopkins, 
the Rec Center and an ex- 
ternal advisory board had 
approved our venture,” 
Fischer, who now holds the 
title of manager, wrote in 
an email to The News-Letter. 

Ian Han, the CEO of 
HSE, was assigned as Hop 


and Shake’s advisor. Han 
explained that since the 
plan was approved just be- 
fore the summer, the pro- 
cess was delayed even fur- 
ther until the resumption 
of the academic year. 
“Over the summer- 
time, not everyone is 
here. The HSE president 
stepped up and really 
wanted to push this ven- 
ture along, but again, be- 
cause all the management 
team is not here to do all 
the steps, we had to wait 
until everybody was set- 
tled back on campus,” Pa- 
mela Arrington, an HSE 
administrative advisor, 


ness plans — returned 
to campus. “We have the 
dean of student life, we 
have director of purchas- 
ing, director of the tax of- 
fice, legal counsel review, 
risk management review. 
Based on the nature of 
Hop and Shake, it also had 
to get approval from the 
Rec center and also from 
Housing and Dining,” Ar- 
rington said. 

The summer was not 
put to waste, however. 
Over the break, Loren con- 
tracted sophomore Dexter 
Zimet for the position of 
head chef. Zimet, whose 
parents are both in the 


come in and taste our sam- 
ples, and we made modifi- 
cations based on their as- 
sessments,” Zimet said. 

Furthermore, Zimet, 
along with the rest of the 
management team, had 
to choose from where to 
source the ingredients. 

“Many students simply 
say ‘I'm just going to call 
this company and have 
a product delivered,’ but 
that’s not establishing a 
supply chain. You have 
to reach out and set them 
up as a vendor, and as a 
continuous supplier,” Ar- 
rington said. 

So, Zimet had to sample 


said. 

Specifically, the Hop 
and Shake team needed 
to wait until various offi- 
cials and panels — those 
tasked with awarding fi- 
nal approval for HSE busi- 
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Hop and Shake, a smoothie stand located in the Ralph S. O'Connor Recreation Center, will soon be open. 


food service business, was 
put in charge of creating 
the recipes for the shakes 
and conducting focus 
group testing on his prod- 
ucts. 


“We had 15 people 


various vendors in an ef- 
fort to identify the ven- 
ture’s regular suppliers. 

“T tried out a couple of 
different places. Based on 
their delivery situations 
and what they had in stock 


and price, I decided to pri- 
marily use Bon Appetit, al- 
though we use some other 


smaller vendors also,” Zi- 
met said. 
After an arduous pro- 


cess, the management of 
Hop and Shake has estab- 
lished its menu. The list 
of smoothie and protein 
shake items can currently 
be found on the busi- 
ness’s website, which was 
designed 


—— ee 


to be a significantly time- 
consuming, Arrington ex- 
plained. 

“We had to do Food Cer- 
tification classes. . and we 
are still waiting for the final 
stage of this, which is the 
Baltimore City Health In- 
spection,” Arrington said. 

Despite the numer- 
ous potential limitations 
around setting up campus 
businesses, HSE services 
seek to pro- 
vide an op- 
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the chal- the challenge. oversight,” 
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News-Letter. 

Li myert 
concurs, but also enjoys the 
Breezeway shake. 

Aside from the multiple 
layers of approval within 
Hopkins, a food-related 
enterprise also has to deal 
with city health regula- 
tions. 

“One of the most diffi- 
cult aspects of getting Hop 
and Shake off the ground 
was. receiving appropri- 
ate inspections and certifi- 
cates by the City of Balti- 
more Health Department 
and other organizations,” 
Fischer wrote. 

This part of the ap- 
proval process has proven 


own enter- 
prises, with 
guidance from Hopkins 
when they encounter legal 
or other issues. 

After it begins operat- 
ing, the Hop and Shake 
stand will by no means 
have its business hours, 
prices and models set in 
stone, and it will be the 
job of Gennrich as stu- 
dent liaison to mediate 
between customers and 
staff and to fix issues that 
arise. Ultimately, the role 
of remaining flexible to 
the demands of Home- 
wood Campus customers 
falls upon the Hop and 
Shake staff. 


First SOA meetin 0 lhe semester h 


ENGrs 


By LAUREN YEH 


Staff Writer lee 
At its first meeting of the 


new year on Tuesday, the 
Student Government As- 
sociation (SGA), focused 
on organizing a myriad of 
events for the student body 
with a unifying leitmotiv: 
getting students involved in 
their student government as 
much as possible during the 
upcoming spring semester. 

“For this new year, we 
hope to get the student body 
involved in SGA. We want 
to offer students a new ex- 
perience, one that they did 
not have last semester,” Ex- 
ecutive Vice President Janice 
Bonsu said. 

First and foremost, SGA 
unanimously passed the 
Commemoration Ball bill, 
bringing back a tradition 
that dates back to the origins 
of the school. Instituted by 
the University’s first Presi- 
dent, Daniel Coit Gilman, 
Commemoration Day is a 
daylong celebration of the 
University’s founding. 

“Tt is old, but it is new to 
us,” Executive Vice Presi- 


ett ae Bone said. * 


the past, the es 
tion Day was really impor- 
tant: President Jimmy Cart- 
er even starred as a keynote 
Speaker before the tradition 
was halted by World War II 
[sic],” she explained. 

To celebrate the Univer- 
sity’s 138th birthday and re- 
vive this long lost tradition, 
Executive Secretary Kyra 
Toomre endeavored to bring 
back the Commemoration 
Ball to campus. Open to 
faculty, young local alumni 
and undergraduates from 
both Homewood and Pea- 
body, the Commemoration 
Ball will be held on Feb. 24 
at the Engineer's Club in 
Mount Vernon and will pro- 
vide the unique opportunity 
for students to network and 
socialize in a relaxed envi- 
ronment, while celebrating 
the University’s unity. 

“We are hoping that it 
will be a type of environ- 
ment students don’t usually 
have access to. It will be the 
opportunity to socialize and 
celebrate the University’s 
founding with everyone in 
a classy atmosphere,” Bonsu 


said. 

For those who are gradu- 
ating, SGA and The HOP 
are excited to bring back for 
the second time NestFest. 

“NestFest is an end-of- 
the-year celebration that we 
started last year. It is sup- 
posed to be a big carnival to 
end the school year off. Last 
year, we brought a DJ to the 
levering quad and handed 
out 1,000 blue, yellow and 
pink ‘NestFest’ tank tops,” 
Bonsu said. 

This year, the event will 
take place on the last day 
of classes at Pier 6 Pavilion. 
SGA will provide buses 
down to the venue. 

During the day, SGA will 
be giving out free t-shirts, 
and there will be events in- 
cluding free food and games 
across campus. The concert 
will take place at night, and 
although members are tight- 
lipped about the musical 
guest because it is supposed 
to be a surprise, those in the 
know do say that it will be 
a big name. The tickets will 
cost $25. 

Keeping in line with tra- 
dition, the familiar High 


ughlights traditi 


ne iirier will take place 
on Feb. 22. Open to fresh- 
men only, the High Table 
will be the opportunity for 
students to network with 
faculty members and meet 
peers while enjoying an el- 
egant meal. 

SGA also discussed the 
logistics of the Women Ini- 
tiative for Social Equity’s 
(WISE) upcoming event. 
Held on the International 
Day of Women — March 8 
— the event will consist of a 
conference starring keynote 
Speaker Renee Chenault- 
Sattah. 

“The whole point is to 
promote women _leader- 
ship on campus and inspire 
women to chase out exclu- 
sion,” Bonsu, the group's 
founder, said. “Our keynote 
speaker is Renee Chenault- 
Sattah. She was an under- 
graduate at Hopkins who 
majored in political science 
and is now anews anchor in 
Philadelphia. She is also gn 
the board of trustees.” 

With 53 percent of the 
SGA budget remaining, 
Executive Treasurer Dylan 
Gorman is optimistic about 
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the prospects of the spring 
semester. 

For SAC funding purpos- 
es, the College Democrats, 
the College Republicans and 
the Hopkins Feminists were 
reclassified as “Advocacy 
and Awareness” groups, 
thereby making them ineli- 
gible to receive SAC annual 
budgets under SGA Senate 
bylaws. 

SGA also took advantage 
of the meeting to dismiss 
the rumor that Hopkins 
took over the Northway’s 
ownership, a conversation 
initiated by Senior Class 
President Sean Glass. 

Finally, Senior Class 
Senator Jake Peters brought 
to SGA’s attention the po- 
lemical graduate program 
restructuring. The plan 
would cut the number of 
graduate students by 25 
percent and is being op- 
posed by a group of gradu- 
ate students. The University 
says the reductions in the 
graduate program would 
increase competition and 
raise available stipends, 
matching those of peer in- 
stitutions and _ increasing 


Ste CERNE, SEM 


on, student involvement 
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the University’s attractive- 


ness. 

However, the restruc- 
turing has its pitfalls: Pro- 
fessors had already been 
complaining about the re- 
duction in available teach- 
ing assistants, who are 
often graduate students; 
a 25 percent cut in gradu- 
ate attendance could have 
serious repercussions for 
the undergraduate student 
body. 

Understanding the im- 
portance of the issue, SGA 
determined not to adopt a 
stance at Tuesday’s meet- 
ing, and the conversation 
over the restructuring and 
its implications for under- 
graduates will be carried 
over to the next meeting. 

Tuesday’s meeting was 
the first that newly-ap- 
pointed Senior Class Sena- 
tor Colleen Allen attended. 
Additionally, it was the 
first meeting since sopho- 
more Alex Koren resigned 
as sophomore class presi- 
dent and Jahan Mirchan- 
dani, previously a sopho- 
more class senator, was 
appointed to replace him. 


JANUARY 30, 2014 


By ELI WALLACH 
News & | eatures Editor 


“Nerds need love too,” 
reads the top of the cover 
photo of JHU Hook Ups’ 
Facebook page. The new 
page hopes to spice up 
the Hopkins dating scene 
by connecting users with 
compatible mates via the 
popular social media web- 
site, Facebook. 

Inspired by the successes 


of the NYU Hook-U ps Face- 


book page, JHU Hook L ps 
follows the growing trend of 
public community forums 
for the Hopkins community 
surfacing on Facebook. The 
page was founded last Sat- 
urday and already has over 
100 friends. 

Users of the site message 
basic descriptive features 
about themselves such as 
their class year, height and 
sexual orientation as well 
as a brief description of 
what they are looking for 


Daniels to 


SETVE aS 


president until 2019 


DANIELS, FRom Al 

Daniels is the 14th 
president of Hopkins; he 
succeeded former Presi- 
dent William R. Brody in 
2009. Daniels also serves 
as chair of the Execu- 
tive Committee for Johns 
Hopkins Medicine and 
continues to work to bring 
together the University 
and the medical institu- 
tions. 

Notably, Daniels spear- 
headed the Rising to the 
Challenge campaign, the 
largest fundraising effort 
in the Universities history. 
He also set high aspira- 
tions in his Ten by Twenty 
Plan, which outlines how 
Hopkins aims to improve 
for the remainder of the 
decade. 

Daniels has also 
worked to put together the 
Gateway Science Initia- 
tive, a program designed 
to improve the science 
curriculum for  under- 
graduate and graduate 
students. It gives grants 
to faculty members who 
explore trying to improve 
the science curriculum so 
that students are allowed 
to be more innovative and 
reach higher and more 
complex levels of the sci- 
ences more quickly. 

Daniels has made an ef- 
fort to increase the finan- 
cial aid budget as well. 

“We must also have an 
admissions and _ financial 
aid program that ensures 
its student participation 
in our community is gov- 
erned by the ideals of merit 
and not by the accident of 
privilege,” Daniels said in 
2009. 

Under his leadership, 
the University’s financial 
aid budget has risen by ap- 
proximately 10 percent ev- 
ery year. 

Additionally, Daniels 
has worked to improve 
the University’s relation- 
ship with the city of Bal- 
timore. He launched the 
“Johns. Hopkins Takes 
Time for Schools Initia- 
tive,” which gives faculty 
members paid time to 
work in Baltimore pub- 
lic schools. Daniels has 
also been deeply involved 
with East Baltimore De- 
velopment Inc. which is 
working to improve the 
urban development of 
East Baltimore. 

Daniels has also tried 
to connect with under- 
graduate groups on the 


Homewood Campus. Ju- 
nior Class Senator Mahzi 
Martin, who also serves 
as chairman of the Ap- 
pointments and Evalua- 
tions Committee, believes 
that Daniels has been do- 
ing a good job. 

“We feel that he is 
fairly approachable as far 
as presidents go,” Martin 
said. “He is very recep- 
tive, enthusiastic and very 
good at communication.” 

Daniels consistently 
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New Facebook page provides match making service for students 


Inspired by the recent successes of NYU Hook ps, JHU Hook Ups aims to add a new dimension to the Hopkins dating culture but is receiving mixed reviews 


in a mate. JHU Hook L ps 
then goes on to post these 
details on its wall for the 
public to see. Interested 
viewers have the option to 
like the post or send a mes- 
sage to the page showing 
their desire to connect with 
the poster. JHU Hook Ups 
then goes on to connect the 
two anonymous users and 
let them do the rest. 

“We started JHU Hook 
Ups to add a little extra 
fun to campus. We have a 
nerdy reputation, and we’re 
proud of it! Students here 
work hard, and are often 
stressed. We thought this 
would be a fun way for stu- 
dents to take a break from 
the day-to-day stresses,” 
representatives from JHU 
Hook Ups wrote in a Face- 
book message to The News- 
Letter, noting the positive 
health benefits that come 
from sexual intercourse. 

On the topic of the pre- 
existing hook-up scene at 
Hopkins, representatives 
from JHU Hook Ups ex- 
pressed their disappoint- 
ment in the lack of variety 

| that exists in places to find 
| dates. 

| “It seems that only a cer- 
| tain crowd goes out often 
| and would be pretty awk- 
| ward to approach some- 


meets with the executive | 


board, holds annual din- 


ners and sits in on one SGA 
meeting every semester to 
be updated on student af- 
fairs and give assistance 


to the organization with | 


regards to what they need 
to move forward. 
“As far as the faculty we 


work with, the deans are | ; 


very willing and helpful,” 
Martin said. 

Senior Will Szymanski, 
an executive director of 
the Foreign Affairs Sympo- 
sium (FAS), said that Dan- 
iels has worked well with 
the organization. 

“In my opinion, Presi- 
dent Daniels and the Of- 
fice of the President play 
a large role in the execu- 
tion of our symposium 
and we have an ongo- 


ing dialogue with Presi- | 


dent Daniels and his staff 
throughout the year,” 


Szymanski wrote in an | 


email to The News-Letter. 
“There is no doubt in my 
mind that President Dan- 
iels has been involved in 
FAS a great amount — he 
has even been a great re- 
source and a mentor when 
we have question and lam 
glad he was asked to come 
back for another term.” 

Both Martin and Syz- 
manski were appreciative 
of Daniels’ interactions 
with the student body, 
but Martin believes that 
as helpful and involved 
as Daniels and his admin- 
istration are, there is still 
room for improvement in 
other areas. 

“There could be more 
diversity,” Martin said. 
“This school attracts a lot 
of international attention 
and that should be reflect- 
ed in its leadership.” 

In any case, with at 
least five more years as 
president, the University 
community can expect 
the administration to stay 
the course Daniels set in 
2009. 


OF THE RISING TO THE CHALLENGE FACEBOOK PAGE 


By JANE JEFFERY 
Staff Writer 


The seventeenth annual 
Johns Hopkins  Univer- 
sity Model United Nations 
Conference (JHUMUNC) 
is set to start next week 
on Feb. 6. The 162 under- 
graduate staff members of 
the conference are gearing 
up to host the largest batch 
of high school students yet, 
with a total of 2,079 stu- 
dents registered to attend. 

“This year we have a 
record-shattering number 
of participants registered 
for JHUMUNC,” junior 
Ian Hooley, who is serving 
as one of this year’s secre- 
taries general alongside 
senior Kithmina Hewage, 
wrote in an e-mail to The 
News-Letter. Part of the rea- 
son for this increase is that 
the conference's organizers 
have added two commit- 
tees to its roster. 

“We always deal with 
some attrition due to weath- 
er and other factors outside 
of our control, so this is by 
no means the number of 
people that will actually 
show up, but this is how 
many participants we have 
registered,” Hooley wrote. 

_ This year, the amount 
of people who have reg- 
istered is so high that 
the conference is being 
moved to a different hotel 
to accommodate the larger 
group. 

“The Renaissance Bal- 


Ronald J, Daniels addressed a crowd this past year in Palo Alto. | timore Harborplace Hotel 


one on their way to class 


and casually ask them if 
they would like to hook 
up sometime,” they wrote 
“We want to offer people 
an alternative.” 

JHU Hook Ups is not 
starting from scratch, how- 
ever. They 
have made 


The site will end 


activity on the page with 
an alternative to liking the 
posts. 

“Something we want to 
do differently than NYU 
Hook Ups is give users the 
option to send private mes- 
sages with the post num- 


——S——=====—_ ber they are 


interested 


it very clear in (instead 
that they are up voing in what- of ; publicly 
using a mod- ; ‘ liking it), so 
el inspired ever direct ion the we can con- 
by the NYU oe riEt nect them 
: sers ¢ 
Hook-Ups, UStts want IU to to the poster 
Facebook £0 in. discretely,” 
page, which JHU Hook 
currently mas JHU Hook Ups Ups wrote, 
has over noting that 


3,000 followers and has 
garnered a lot of attention 
within the NYU communi- 
ty with students comment- 
ing and posting regularly. 

“We love how bold of 
an idea it was. Hooking up 
is something many college 
students hope for by the end 
of long nights at frats, bars 
etc. . .but a little taboo to go 
about finding in other ways, 
which makes this method 
adventurous and exciting,” 
JHU Hook Ups wrote. 

JHU Hook Ups devi- 
ates from NYU Hook-Ups’ 
model, however, by pro- 
viding students who do 
not wish to reveal their 


by Marriott was great and 
treated us very well, but 
we outgrew them and de- 
cided to move to the Hil- 
ton,” Hewage wrote in an 
e-mail to The News-Letter. 

The secretaries general 
expressed their excitement 
for the new space, noting 
the increased square foot- 
age to conduct committees 
and social events. 

“Their —sixty-thousand 
plus square feet of event 
space will be reserved ex- 
clusively for us throughout 
JHUMUNCG, and the ma- 
jority of the hotel will be 
occupied by JHUMUNC 
participants and staff,” 
Hooley said. 

But even with the larger 
space, the conference still 
had more high schools at- 
tempting to register than 
available space. Schools that 
registered late were put ona 
waitlist. However, Hewage 
noted that the conference 
staff has already had to turn 
down many of those schools 
on the waitlist. 

The schools that were 
able to get a spot at the 
conference, on the other 
hand, come from all over 
the world. 

“We have schools com- 
ing fromy as far north as 
Maine and as far west as 
Texas. We have interna- 
tional schools from Cana- 
da, Sri Lanka, China ‘and 
Haiti,” junior Leah Barresi, 
director of school relations, 
wrote in an e-mail to The 
News-Letter. 


it was common for a fe- 
male’s post to receive sub- 
stantially more likes than 
that of a male due to dif- 
ferent stigmas regarding 
sexual openness among 
the two sexes. 

JHU Hook Ups is cur- 
rently satisfied with the 
student response they 
have seen thus far. While 
the page is still much less 
popular than NYU Hook- 
Ups, representatives from 
the site reported overhear- 
ing people leaving positive 
remarks. And even though 
they noted that they an- 
ticipated a slow start, they 
made clear that students 


Each year the confer- 
ence features several spe- 
cialized committees that 
involve a particular time 
period or a specific issue or 
crisis. At this year’s confer- 
ence, three such commit- 
tees will run. 

Of these specialized 
committees, the FIFA 
committee has gained a 
lot of popularity among 
the JHUMUNC staff. In 
this committee, delegates 
will be representing 
countries competing to 
host the next FIFA World 


Cup. 

Another specialized 
committee planned for 
this year’s JHUMUNC 


conference will bring stu- 
dents to 12th century Ja- 
pan as they simulate the 
foreign relations of four 
different clans. Further- 
more, each year, JHU- 
MUNC hosts a Joint Cri- 
sis committee, in which 
two committees compete 
with one another. The two 
committees at this year’s 
conference will model the 
Syrian government head- 
ed by Bashar al-Assad 
and the opposition Syrian 
National Coalition. 

The conference also an- 
nually gives students a 
chance to model real Unit- 
ed Nations committees in 
addition to the fictional, 
specialized ones. 

“Our more traditional 
committees include the 


subsidiary organs of the 


UN General Assembly and 


A3 


have already been mes- 
saging the site to show 
their interest in the people 


whose information has 
been made public. 
However, not all stu- 


dents are excited about the 
added dimension to the 
Hopkins hook up scene. 

“It’s like a craigslist for 
sex, and that’s just disgust- 
ing,” senior Alan Hopkins 
Juliano said. “The differ- 
ence between Tinder and 
this is that at least Tinder 
shows you your similar in- 
terests as opposed to [JHU 
Hook Ups], which is just 
physical and anonymous.” 

Other students, on the 
other hand, are excited by 
what the site may offer to 
the Hopkins dating scene. 

“T think it’s cute because 
people need more places 
to meet than just parties,” 
sophomore Emily Sexton 
said. 

As for the representa- 
tives of the site itself, they 
are still waiting to see how 
the site will turn out. 

“The site will end up 
going in whatever direc- 
tion the users want it to 
goin,” they wrote. “If that 
means one-night stands, 
that’s great; if someone 
happens to find love, 
that’s great as well.” 


JHUMUNC.ORG 
High School students filled a large conference room during last year’s JHUMUNC conference. This year, JHUMUNC expects an even higher turnout. 


JHUMUNC prepares for largest conference yet 


committees in the Econom- 
ic and Social Council. The 
Secretariat of JHUMUNC 
has worked exceedingly 
hard to create commit- 
tees that are intellectually 
stimulating and relevant to 
current affairs,” Kithmina 
wrote. 

Over the past years, the 
conference has grown in 
prestige as well as size, ac- 
cording to the secretaries 
general. 

“Since I first got in- 
volved, JHUMUNC has 
grown in size as well as in 
number of registered par- 
ticipants, which has been 
really fun to see evolve. 
The conference has also 
grown in terms of its repu- 
tation, with it now being 
one of the most highly- 
weighted conferences used 
to. determine high schools’ 
MUN team rankings by 


bestdelegate.com,” Hooley 
wrote. 
Many of JHUMUNC'’s or- 


ganizers have been involved 
in the club throughout their 
undergraduate careers and 
said they were glad the con- 
ference was growing. 

“Our predecessors 


[who organized the con-- 


ference previously] have 
worked extremely hard 
to establish the confer- 
ence as a mainstay in the 
high school Model UN 
circuit, and the growth in 
numbers speaks volumes 
to how much has been 
achieved during a short 
time,” Hewage wrote. 


+ 
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PIKE, From Al 

that night 
When asked if the orga- 
nization was checking 
J-Cards the night of the 
incident, as is 


residence 


common 
practice to mitigate con- 
flict, Jenusaitis declined 
to comment. He stated 
that the function was not 
an official fraternity par- 
ty, and the fraternity was 
not required to follow 
protocol for social events. 

According to the Hop- 
kins Inter-Fraternity 
Council Bylaws, all open 
parties or social events 
that fraternities at Hop- 
kins host must “have two 
additional monitors to 
work outside the party to 
promote the orderly pas- 
sage of guests to and from 
the party.” Additionally, 
according to Fraternal In- 
formation & Programming 


Pi Kappa Alpha and the 
University have been very 
supportive. He said 
that the incident will have 
no impact on the existence 
of the fraternity 
pus. 


also 


on cam- 


“IThe stabbing] is not 
affecting the charter to my 
knowledge,” he said 

Rachel the 
greek life and orientation 


Drennen, 


coordinator, has also 
the importance 
through a risk 


management policy review 


re- 
inforced 
of safety 


amongst fraternities. 

Other fraternities have 
reaffirmed their commit- 
ment to ensuring the secu- 
rity of both their brothers 
and guests at events going 
forward. 

“We don’t have 
parties; we want to know 
who is let in for the com- 
fort of the brothers and 


open 


Group, Inc. people who 
CEE. Gr), come, so we 
“open par- The way wecon-_ will keep 
ties, mean- = doing that 
ing those Guct our events obviously,” 
with unre- is in accordance pra ase, 
stricted ac- president of 
cess by non- with University Phi Gamma 
members of : : Delta (FIJI) 
the _ frater- policy. said. 
nity, with- —LUKE The Of 
out specific fice of Stu- 
invitation, JENUSTAITUS, dent Life has 
where alco- begun its 
hol is pres- PRESIDENT OF own review 
ent, are pro- Pi KAPPA ALPHA °F the inci- 
hibited.” dent, and 
“The way FRATERNITY the  Balti- | 


we conduct 
our events 
is in accor- 
dance with University pol- 
icy, and because the house 
is residential, we have 
extra policies to maintain 
our safety and the safety 
of those entering,” Jenu- 
saitis said. 

Jenustaitis stated that 
the national division of 


and campus 
officers are 
conducting an ongoing in- 
vestigation. 
“It’s really 
ing that this happened in 
PIKE. PIKE is one of the 
more inclusive fraternities, 
and it’s too bad that some- 
body abused that,” fresh- 
man Chaconne Martin- 


more police | 


frustrat- | 
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Assault at frat unexplained President, provost and Press react to boycott 
as Investigation continues 


BOYCOTT, rrom Al 

that the administra- 
tion is. not 
volved with the journal's 
fielded 


said 
directly in- 
publication and 
concerns from Jewish stu- 
dent groups and university 
affiliates about the ongoing 
relationship with the ASA 
during a conference call in 
January. 

William Breichner, the 
journal's publisher for the 
Press, that Daniels 
and Lieberman’s statement 
does not conflict with the 
American 


said 


publication of 
Quarterly. 

“Our relationship with 
each of [our clients] is 
strictly a business rela- 
tionship,” Breichner said 
in an email to The News- 
Letter. “In none of those 
cases does the Press have 
any influence over posi- 
tions the association may 
take on public issues, nor 
does the Press take any 
position on those issues 
itself or attempt to speak 
for the larger University 
community. The JHU 
Press is committed to 
publishing peer-reviewed 
research of the highest 
quality and _ contribut- 
ing to intellectual debate 
without regard to the au- 
thor’s or research spon- 
sor’s national origin or 
background.” 

Jewish student group 
leaders such as Michael 
Weiss, co-president of the 
Hopkins American Part- 
nership for Israel (HAPI), 
expressed uneasiness 
about the continuing rela- 
tionship between the the 
Press and the ASA. 

“T don’t think that any 
of the material being pub- 
lished is anti-Israel, but 
if an academic affiliated 
with an Israeli institu- 
tion sought publication 
and would not be consid- 
ered for publication, then 
there’s an issue,” Weiss 


COURTESY OF WAQAS BHATTI VIA FLICKR 


COURTESY OF TRAVIS LATCHMAN 


Hopkins closed down on Jan. 21, cancelling classes and telling nonessential 
employees not to return to work. The closure was brought about by a winter ; 
storm that coated the campus in snow, dumping as much as 10 inches of snow in 


communities across the Baltimore-Washington region. 


Top: Snow blankets Keyser Quad and Gilman Hall during a mid-morning flurry. 


Bottom (from left to right): Freshmen Mary Kate Turner, Connor Welch and Travis 
Latchman pose for a photo during a snowfall outside the AMRs. 


said. “I don’t support a 
boycott for a boycott, but 
I think this 
addressed [with the ASA] 


right away.” 


needs to be 


Rabbi Debbie Pine, the 
executive director of Hop- 
kins Hillel, also said she 
was uncomfortable about 
the 
with 


Press’ relationship 
the ASA; however, 
she believes Daniels and 
Lieberman have ensured 
that the 


continue to support and 


University will 


encourage contributions 
by Israeli scholars in aca- 
demia. 


“IT have deep trust in 


President Daniels and 
Provost Lieberman _ to 
make sure that no _ Is- 


raeli scholar or any other 
scholar is discriminated 
against on the basis of 
their country of origin,” 
Pine said. — 

Jennifer Ferentz, presi- 
dent of Hopkins J Street 
U, which advocates for 
U.S leadership to achieve 
a two-state solution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, 
said that she didn’t think 
the Press’ publication of 
American Quarterly 
harmful. 

“IT support [the] deci- 
sion to not sever ties to 
the ASA’s journal, as this 
would cause further di- 
vision,” Ferentz said in 
an email to The News- 
Letter. “[It’s important to] 
bring the two sides of this 
conflict closer together, 
rather than pushing them 
apart.” 

The University itself is 
not a member of the ASA, 
although Lieberman stat- 
ed that many of the ASA’s 
members are affiliated as 
individuals; thus, some 
Hopkins faculty members 
may still be personally af- 
filiated with the ASA. 

Daniels and _ Lieber- 
man’s statement was an 
expression of their own 


was 


opinions and not an of- 
ficial statement from the 
University itself. However, 
Lieberman said he believes 
that the statement reflects 
the feelings of many Uni- 
versity leaders. 

“(Daniels and I] worked 
closely with a team of peo- 
ple in the administration 
and consulted pretty wide- 
ly around the University — 
with deans, with members 
of the board of trustees and 
some other people in the 
community,” Lieberman 
said. 

Hopkins Students for 
Justice in Palestine (HSJP) 
published a response to 
Daniels and Lieberman on 
their website Wednesday 
in which they expressed 
their support for the ASA’s 
boycott. The 
states that Israeli academic 
institutions have stifled the 
academic freedom of Pales- 
tinian scholars. 

“Israeli educational 
stitutions are not innocent 
of their government's poli- 
cies, but instead have long 
been implicated in the oc- 
cupation,” the statement 
reads. “We agree. . .[that] it 
is important for us to sup- 
port, through words and 
actions, the freedom of 
our peers and colleagues 
abroad to engage in schol- 
arly activities and collabo- 
ration. It is precisely this 
commitment which moti- 
vates the ASA tesolution.” 

Both Pine and Lieber- 
man agreed that denounc- 
ing the ASA’s boycott does 
not equal a clear statement 
of support for the Israeli 
government or its policies. 

“Questions about the 
Israeli-Palestinian issue 
or any set of political is- 
sues are entirely legitimate 
things for people to argue 
about [within academia],” 
Lieberman said. “From the 
point of view of a univer- 
sity, this attempt to restrict 


resp¢ nse 


in- 
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academic interchange and 
scholarly pursuits is just a 
bad idea.” 

Pine agreed that boy- 
cotting Israeli academia is 
tangential to negotiations 
between Israel and Pales- 
tine. 

“Boycotting 
scholars has very little to 
do with the conflict,” Pine 
said. “How would we feel 
institu- 


Israeli 


if an academic 
tion said we’re not going 
to publish anything that a 
Chinese person wrote or 
that an African-American 
person W rote? To me, I see 
[the boycott] in that same 
way.” 

Pine that 
American Jews and sup- 
porters of Israel are not 
bound to agree with all of 
government's 


asserted 


the Israeli 
decisions and policies but 
that these debates should 
not impact Israeli scholarly 
pursuits. 

“We all have to realize 
that Israel is complex, and 
that the challenges that 
Israel faces as a nation — 
existentially, religiously, 
democratically [don't 
have] easy answers,” Pine 
said. “[Israel’s supporters] 
have to be open to looking 
broadly at those issues and 
continue to support Israel 
deeply [while] also looking 
at Israel honestly and care- 
fully.” 

The ASA’s resolution to 
boycott Israeli academic 
institutions was endorsed 
by 66.05 percent of 1252 
voting ASA members; 30.5 
percent of the participat- 
ing members voted against 
it while 3.43 percent ab- 
stained. 

In addition to the 
university leaders from 
around the country who 
denounced the boycott, 
at least six institutional 
members of the ASA have 
relinquished their mem- 
berships: hus 


‘Rare Theatrical Magic.’ 


— Tim Smith, Baltimore Sun 
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Koren abdicates presidency Hopkins receives poor marks on free speech 
ciling new time constraint 


KOREN, From Al 
“I was working from 
midnight to 5 a.m. every 
night on my project,” 
said. 


he 
“I realized that I did 
not want to half-ass my 
presidency, and that there 
were people out there who 
could utilize my position 
far more effectively.” 

Hyv, Koren’s" 
is designed 


project 
to create a 
global supercomputer. By 
utilizing the unused pro- 
cessing power and memo- 
ry of user’s smartphones, 
Koren and his partner, a 
student at Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology 
(MIT), hope to create a 
data analysis system that 
will aid the search for 
cancer cures by exploring 
complex physics. 

The company was 
founded last summer at 
Intel’s Hackathon, where 
Koren and his partner 
won first place. Currently, 
the two have a working 
prototype and are looking 
for investors to take their 
startup to the next level. 

“Tf even 0.6 percent of 
Americans with  smart- 
phones joined Hyv, we 
would be able to outper- 
form the fastest super- 
computers on the planet,” 
Koren said. “Now that’s 
assuming everything is 
running at optimal condi- 
tions, but even with five to 
10 percent of the country 
subscribing, we could do 
incredible things.” 

Before announcing his 
resignation to the sopho- 
more class, Koren talked 
the matter over exten- 
sively with his family and 


friends. Only then did he 
approach the SGA to in- 
form them of his decision. 

“Koren has been a valu- 
able part of the SGA for the 
past year and a half, and | 
know he did not make this 
decision lightly,” Execu- 
tive Secretary Kyra Toomre 
said in an email addressed 
to The News-Letter. “While 
we are put off and sad to 
lose such a valuable mem- 
ber of the senate, we will 
continue just as strong for 
the second semester.” 

In a process written in the 
SGA's bylaws, the new class 
president was chosen from 
among the six remaining 
sophomore class senators. 
Three officers, Mirchanda- 
ni, Remi Ricciuti and Amy 
Sun, all volunteered. Each 
senator gave a speech and 
participated in a question- 
and-answer debate session. 

Afterward, the six sena- 
tors voted. Mirchandani 
emerged victorious and ex- 
pressed the many ideas he 
wishes to implement in the 
coming semester. 

His plans include up- 
dating the SGA website 
as well as providing each 
member of his class with 
100 pages of free printing 
in the library. Mirchandani 
also aims to improve the 
SGA election process. 


| introduced 


“Tt should not be a pop- | 


ularity contest as in the 
sense of who could spend 
the most time harassing 
people on Facebook to join 
their pages,” he said. “We 
should have either a speech 
or debate process that will 
be attended by the specific 
class.” 


Students travel to tropics 
lo study biology, evolution 


By LAUREN MARRAZZO 
Social Media Editor 


Students interested in 
tropical biology and evo- 
lution traveled to Ecuador 
and the Galapagos Islands 
this past Intersession. The 
class of 22 students, which 
was open to all majors, took 
place on campus from Jan. 
4-5 and in Ecuador from 
the 6th to the 17th. The class 
was led by instructors Dr. 
Greg Ball, Dr. Richard Shin- 
gles and Professor Farrah 
Madison. 

The two-week course 
was split between touring 
Quito and Coca, two ma- 
jor cities in Ecuador, and 
hiking in the Amazon 
and Galapagos. This al- 
lowed for the participat- 
ing students to experience 
not only the diversity of 
animals within the habi- 
tats of the Galapagos but 
also to get a taste of the 


history.and culture of Ec- 


uador. 

In addition to their time 
in the Ecuadorian cities, 
students traveled by boat 
around the Galapagos Is- 

lands and stayed at Sacha 
Lodge on the Napo River. 

Sophomore _ participant 
Cara Schulte was particular- 
ly impressed by Galapagos” 
Seavert, of animal species. 

“We saw _ penguins, 
sharks, sea lions, blue 


footed boobies and marine 
iguanas,” Schulte said. “It 
was amazing.” 

Students also snorkeled 
and bird-watched on the is- 
lands. They were instruct- 
ed to pay close attention to 
the idea of evolution when 
studying the relationship 
between the animals and 
their habitats. 

“We focused a lot on how 
the animals we saw had 
evolved and adapted to their 
respective habitats, since 
the amazon and Galapagos 
have extremely different cli- 
mates and thus extremely 
different wildlife” sopho- 
more Ellie Kuivila said. 

Students were required 
to keep a field notebook 
with these kinds of details. 
The final grade for the class 
was based off of this note- 
book, as well as class par- 
ticipation and a final paper 
due in late January. 

Both Schulte and Kuivila 
thoroughly enjoyed the trip. 

“lm a little obsessed 
with Darwin and his book, 
Voyage of the Beagle, which 
includes his trip to the 
Galapagos in the 1800s,” 
Schulte said. “It was abso- 
lutely incredible to relive 
some of the experiences he 
wrote about in the book.” 

“It was definitely a once 
in a lifetime experience in 
a truly unique part of the 
world,” Kuivila added. 


COURTESY OF CARA SCHULTE. 


“Sit Cara Shute and Ellie Kula studied i in the Galapagos Islands. 


FREE SPEECH, rrom Al 

is one of five institutions 
on FIRE’s “Red Alert List.” 
The schools on that list are 
considered to have “severe 
and ongoing disregard for 
the fundamental rights of 
their students and/or fac- 
ulty members.” 

Many students were 
puzzled by the fact that 
Hopkins ranked 
among the the 
worst in terms of freedom 


was 
worst of 


of speech policies. 

“Tl would say that that’s 
surprising,” freshman 
Adam McCan said. 
never really felt like 
had to censor myself.” 

While the recent FIRE 
report described general 
trends, a 2009 FIRE article 
titled “The State of Free 
Speech on Campus: Johns 
Hopkins University” ex- 
plained what the group 
perceived to be the Univer- 
sity’s violations in greater 
depth. In the article, Sa- 
mantha Harris, FIRE’s di- 
rector of pol- 


“Tye 
I've 


Technology Services Poli- 
cies as the third restric- 


tion on free speech at 
Hopkins. Those policies 
prohibit students from 
“sending unsolicited e- 
mail” from University 
email accounts. 

“T send unsolicited 


emails all the time,” Da- 
vid said. “I’m sending [an] 
email notifying students 
about a fellowship oppor- 
tunity. . .1 can’t imagine 
people object to that.” 

Regardless, David 
said no students have ap- 
proached him regarding 
their freedom of speech, 
and added that he is not 
sure if the three policies 
in question are even being 
enforced. 

“If we have to err | 
would rather err on the 
side of more free speech 
than more sensitivity to 
hurt feelings. . .recogniz- 
ing that there still are lim- 
its,” David said. 

McCan, along with ju- 
nior Britta- 


icy research, 
mainly ob- 
jected to the 
wording of 


I think free speech 
is extremely 


ny Thomas, 
do not find 
freedom of 
speech to be 


three Hop- important on an issue on 
kins poli- campus. 
cies. college campuses, “I per- 
One of it hut “Ss On aulelcy 
the policies, even speech that 1s pave never 


offensive to some. 


felt like my 


in 2006 by freedom of 
former Pres- -STEVEN Davip, speech was 
ident Wil- restricted 
liam R. Bro- Vice DEAN FOR on cam- 
dy, is known UNDERGRADUATE pus. . .and 
as the “Prin- I've never 
ciples for En- EDUCATION met any- 
suring Eq- one who's 
uity, Civility complained 
and Respect about that 
for All.” The either,” Mc- 


rule prohibits “rude, disre- 
spectful behavior” on cam- 
pus and states that “speech 
that is ‘tasteless’ or that 
breaches ‘civility’ will not 
be tolerated at Hopkins.” 
Harris viewed that policy 
language as a restriction 
on freedom of speech. 

“For some time now, 
we have been preparing 
for a review of these prin- 
ciples at Johns Hopkins, 
one that will be launched 
shortly,” Provost Robert 
Lieberman said. “We look 
forward to continuing our 
conversation as a Univer- 
sity about these impor- 
tant issues.” 

Brody introduced the 
“Principles” after a Hop- 
kins undergraduate was 
suspended and censured 
for posting offensive Hal- 
loween party invitations 
on Facebook. Harris char- 
acterized Park’s suspen- 
sion as a “truly draconian 
punishment.” 

However, David main- 
tained that Daniels is dedi- 
cated to protecting free- 
dom of expression. 

“I do think President 
Daniels is very much 
committed to freedom of 
speech,” David said. “Per- 
haps his legal background 
facilitates that.” 


The second set of poli- ° 


cies that Harris referred 
to was the University’s 
Information Technology 
Use Policies, which pro- 
hibit “harassing others by 
sending annoying, abu- 
sive, profane, threatening, 
defamatory, offensive or 


unnecessarily repetitive 
messages.” 
However, many uni- 


versities and colleges in- 


the United States have 
similar IT policies on the 
books. 

“I think there's definite- 
ly a good reason behind 
abusive and profane re- 
marks because that can go 
into the realm of cyberbul- 
lying and things like that, 


| but it seems like the word 


‘annoying’ is very vague,” 
McCan said. 

University officials also 
agreed with that point of 
view. 

“If someone sends re- 


'| petitive, offensive IT mes- | 
| sages, [and] especially if 


they pretend to be some- 
one else, I don’t have a 
problem saying, ‘Hey, you 
| can’t do that,” David said. 

Finally, Harris cited 
the University’s Student 


Can said. “It seems like 
[FIRE is] taking things out 
of context.” 

Thomas concurred. 

“I do believe it’s impor- 
tant to. put certain param- 
eters in place for the well- 


Work with renowned JHU faculty 


Receive awards up to $2,500 
or receive academic credit 


Share your research 
with the Johns Hopkins community 


The Provost's Undergraduate Research Awards 
are made possible by the Hodson Trust. 


; WWWTHEFIRE.ORG 


Hopkins received a bad ranking from FIRE for its free speech policies 


being of all students, but 
I personally don’t believe 
that what is implemented 
in terms of just general uni- 
versity policies have pre- 
vented me from expressing, 
myself or from my 
being heard,” Thomas said. 

A freedom of speech 
controversy did erupt 
at Hopkins last spring, 
when the Student Gov- 
ernment Association 
(SGA) Senate initially re- 
fused to grant Voice for 
Life (VFL) official status 
on campus, due to con- 
cerns about its policy 
of sidewalk counseling. 
The SGA Judiciary over- 
turned the Senate’s de- 
cision, giving the group 
full privileges as an offi- 
cial student organization. 

At the time, Caroline 
Laguerre-Brown, vice pro- 
vost for institutional equi- 
ty, said that Voice for Life’s 
intended activities did not 
violate university policies, 
but would rather foster 
“the values of free expres- 
sion and open debate that 
is articulated in [the Uni- 
versity’s] policies.” 

David highlighted what 
he characterized as an at- 
mosphere at Hopkins of 
tolerance for even disfa- 
vored opinions. 

“T would like 
pus whereby 


voice 


a cam- 
students 


feel comfortable and free 
to voice unpopular opin- 


YOUR PATH TO 
DISC VERY 


STARTS 
HERE 


The Provost’s Undergraduate Research Awards 
afford Johns Hopkins undergraduates unique 
opportunities to conduct independent research 


As a PURA recipient you can... 


Develop critical research skills 


All full-time Johns Hopkins freshmen, sophomores and 
juniors are eligible to apply (seniors are ineligible). 
Research can be conducted over the summer or fall. 
Each applicant must have a faculty sponsor. Summer _ 
proposals due March 5. Fall proposals due March 26. 


For more information go to www.jhu.edu/pura | 
Questions? Email pura@jhu.edu or call 410-516-8770 . 


JOHNS HOPKINS 


W 


ions. . .and I haven't seen 
evidence that that is not 
the case here,” David said. 
“I'm sympathetic with 
the overall mission of 
FIRE. I think free speech 
is extremely important on 
college campuses, even 
speech that is offensive to 
some. The best antidote to 
offensive speech is more 
free speech.” 

While David agreed 
with FIRE’s motives, he 
was more critical of the 
organization’s methodolo- 
gies for rating Hopkins. 

“(The aforementioned 
policies] are not compelling 
constraints on freedom of 
speech, in my view,” Da- 
vid said. “It would be use- 
ful to have a dialogue with 
FIRE. Someone should talk 
to FIRE about this and say, 
‘you've flagged us for viola- 
tions of freedom of speech. 
We don’t think that’s accu- 
rate.” 

Lieberman agreed. 

“Contrary to FIRE’s as- 
sertion, Johns Hopkins 
has a strong and endur- 
ing commitment to val- 
ues of academic freedom 
and the free exchange of 
ideas, one that stretches 
to its founding,” he said. 
“In fact, these values lie 
at the very heart of the 
modern research univer- 
sity that Johns Hopkins 
introduced to the United 
States.” 
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 


e Thursday, January 30 | 5:00pm - 7:00pm 
Charles Commons: Outside Nolan’s 
«Tuesday, February 4th | 11:30am - 1:00pm 
Charles Street Market: Patio 
Thursday, February 20th | 10:30am - 12:00pm 
The Breezeway 


TC 


After Dinner L certs with THU Sec Surity 
Weta bebrudes 12th 1 6: oni 7:00pm 
Charles Commons: Multipurpose Room 


OFF-CAMPUS HOUSING FAIR 
wWediceday, Bebe 26th ca 00am - 2:00pm 
Levering Hall: Glass Pavilion 


Homewood Neighborhood Open House 
Sctunday March Ist |11am - 2:00pm 
Charles Village, Roland Park, Hampden 
*The Off- Comps Housins ore will be open from 10:00am - 12:00pm 
a using Office ot 410-516-7961 ila 
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THE TRADITION SCARE™ IS PROUD TO 


SPONSOR HOMECOMING 2014 


WEAR YOUR COLORS 


Graphic Design by Anne Hobson ‘12 (anne.hobson11@gmail.com) 
Stadium Fi Picture au Erika en! ‘12 (erika. etter on 
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Wednesday, February 5th 
Student Group Housing Information Booth § 

12-noon - 2:00pm 

Fresh Food Cafe’ 


Join us on Friday, February 7th 
Student Group Housing 
Information Session @ 3:00 pm 


: ; in AMR Multipurpose Room 
Student Group Housing in McCoy 


AT aa Oa ee uz F ; 
eases are | Monday, February 10th @ 5:;00pm~ 


| Monday, February 17th @ 11:59pm 
Y Student Group Housing Registration 


7 -line 
Hav ; “lass Sot ones %. to be completed and submitted on 
ave you bonded with classmates, members of yout organi- | Visit www,jhu.edu/hds/together 


zation, or do you just have a big group of friends that want Deadline: February 17th @ 11:59pm 
to live close together? Student Group Housing offers a | 
unique opportunity for mixed groups of sophomores with Friday, February 21st 
shared common interests to live in a residential community § : Student Grove Housing 
together. This option is available ONLY in McCoy Hall. , Priority Number Notification 
4 sent out via email by 5:00 pm 
This year when you sign up for Student Group Housing in 
McCoy floors 3-6, rising sophomores will have the opportu- § H Friday, February 28th 
nity to register in groups of 7, 8, 12, 16, or fillan entire wing | Contract Signing @ 3:00 pm 


(East Side — 39 Students & West Side — 43 Students). H i ¥ -uudent Group Housing 
5 Location: Wolman Multipurpose 


Room & Theater 
Please note: If you have more than 16 members in your 


group, but not enough to fill an entire wing, we ask that a 
minimum of three full suites be left available in the wing to 
fill during the Freshmen Room Selection Process, unless a 
smaller group of 11 or 12 chooses to fill the remaining 
spaces. Don't forget -all suites must be completely filled! 


Groups may be comprised of several suites of the same 
gender or suites of different genders. Students must choose 
suites adjacent to, or within close proximity to one another. 
Remember, the best part of being in Student Group Housing 
is that you get to live with a larger group of friends AND you 
get to secure your space before room 
selection takes place. 


Rogers House 2014 


Residential Life offers Rogers House as a unique residential experience. We will provide a “Healthy Living at 
Hopkins Experience” within Rogers House. This option is for CURRENT FRESHMEN ONLY 
The House accommodates 20 students and one staff member. There are 12 singles and 4 double rooms. 
Each floor has 4 - 6 rooms, a large common lounge with a flatscreen TV, and a kitchen. 


Students should plan to register in groups of 1 or 2. Selection will be based on eligibility status 
and a room selection priority number. This house will provide a 9 month contract with an optional meal plan. 


Rogers House focuses on people and 
programing that prioritizes: 
- Balance Living - Rest & Relaxation | 
- Exercise - Substance Free Living 
- Nutrition 


Please join us for the Rogers Open House: 
Wednesday, February 5th from 6:00pm —- 8:00pm zB 
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Suey Park 
Honestly #F 


questioned. 


When students at 
Chancellor, Phyllis Wise 
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The next generation of COLUMNS is here. This is the place for restaurants, fashion, fitness, cooking, 


In defense of Phyllis Wise, fangirling Queen Bey and fixing lies 


Phyllis would not exist if Chancellor Wise was a 
white man. Many chancellors aren't canceling school and aren't 


Jan 27 


the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign received an email from their University 
that class would not be canceled due to weather, Twitter erupted with students not 


only complaining that they had to go to class, but also with an offensive hashtag that quickly turned both racist 


and sexist. Activist Suey P. 


Seriously, students. Think before you post something online. 


Anna Kendrick @Annakendrick47 
Fangirl of the year instagram.com/p/jsA-x8Kdaj/ 
pic.twitter.com/PKjLTZbFdD 


(a) Hide photo 


3 Retweet 


din. 2 j 
Reply 


ark fought back on Twitter to turn the hashtag around, only to be attacked as well. 


Nn 
ars 
> 


<— “1+ AA wes 
%& Favorite *** More 


There’s so much to discuss about the Grammys: Macklemore winning over Kendrick Lamar and texting him 


later apologizing for his white 
sensual opening by Beyonce an 


fangirls over Queen Bey just as much as we all do. 


privilege, P!nk’s acrobatics, Lorde’s claws and obviously everything about that 
d Jay-Z. But the best tweet from the night was clearly from Anna Kendrick, who 


¢ 2%, K.C. Wassman oxcwassman 
#3 Caught in a bad bromance RT: @BBCNewsUS John Boehner & Joe 
Biden spotted adjus 


justing each o 
Du ema 


ora pee Ge Se oe ee ead 


ther's ties #SOTU. 
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What is this? Members of Congress aren't allowed to be civil towards each other in front of the voters? 


Baltimore takes on barbecue with pit beef 


hesapeake 


of barbecue you may have 


blue crabs encountered, pit beef isn’t 

steamed and smoked or cooked in an 

tossed in Old actual pit, an oven or over 

Bay. Berger direct flames. And it isn’t 

Cookies — _ shortbread flavored by smoking differ- 

cookies veiled with a layer ent hardwoods like hickory 

of fudge. or cher- 

And as rywood. 

(Soul eke Meal Camille Nor is it 

there’s e coated 

beet Tambunting ina pun 

Wate), gent dry 

she just H ; rub r 

oe edn A Bite of Baltimore Stenched 

Yes. Pit in _barbe- 

beef, actually. cue sauce. It’s purely good 

A top round roast beef cooked on charcoals 

cooked on charcoal grills, and served rare, like all 
deli sliced paper thin, nes- good beefshould. _ 

tled within a pillowy kaiser About five miles south- 


roll, smeared with horse- 
radish sauce and topped 
with raw white onions. Pit 
beef. 


' most us pit beef res- — 
the Eastern Seaboard (also tauran s built in 1987 
referred to as the Barbecue — ai hack serving 
Belt) have their own unique — £ 


regional styles of barbecue, 
tion. Baltimore pit beef 
is one of the most widely 
known forms of Maryland 
b TT a 
Pot is a lightly sea- 
ed and slightly smokey 


Most Southern States on — 


ef usually served — 


west of Homewood Cam- 
pus eet | Pit Beef. — 


Chap’s Pit Beef is a local 


i at 


t 


pesiy, _ ham and sau- 
sage. Its expansion over the 
and Maryland is no excep- last 27 years includes an — 


indoor and outdoor dining 


‘room and a menu to satisfy 
its growing fan base. You 


can get a pit beef sandwic 


subs, wings, ribs and 
like generoush 


landmark and Baltimore's — 


4 
¥ 


J} 
—» 
ae 
% 

" 


} 


‘cheesy Whor 


cheese fries. They have a 
plethora of toppings and 
sauces available such as 
onions, pickles, house bbq 
sauce and tiger sauce — a 
mayonnaise based horse- 
radish mixture. Chap’s Pit 
Beef has been featured on 
the Food Network, Travel 
Channel and has been in 
The City Paper’s “Baltimore's 
Best” for 22 years. 

So during those off-sea- 
son months when you can’t 
get crab and you've had 


your fill of overpriced sand- 
wiches at CharMar, bum a 
ride to Chap’s Pit Beef. Take 
a bite of that pit beef sand- 
wich and feel the insides 
of your nostrils tingle from 
the horseradish, your teeth 
dig into the crisp raw on- 
ions and the juicy rare cen- 
ter of beef, then sink into 
the soft roll that seems to 
lay the final blanket over 
your intoxicated tastebuds. 

That is pit beef, my 
friends. : 


| what. Lesinssava 6? towse 
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relationships, lifestyle and trends 


@rachel_ witkin 
Tweets of the Week 


This weekly column features 

some of the top posts around 

the Twitter realm that deal 

with the week’s top stories in 

sports, politics, pop culture 
and all things news. 


Solving stress by 


going abroad 


How travel lets you escape stress in the States 


trust everyone feels before with work, school, 


refreshed after a _ activities and more. 
| much needed win- I was forced to see the 
| ter break. economic benefits and 


| Over the break I 
| went to see my family and 
then came back to school 
| to prepare for Interses- 
sion. When I got back to 
| campus, I was nervous 
| and excited. 


consequences of global- 
ization. My vision of hu- 
man progress was altered 
after seeing the apparent 
discrimination against 
Blacks and mulattos. 

I saw the value of hu- 


Why? Because I was man connections as I 
| preparing to go to Brazil. watched different people 
| Not interact 
lonly . A with 
would Mani Keita each 
I be other. 
| escap- : The 
ing dis Lumi de Lux warm 
“Polar atmo- 
l\Vor- sphere 
peed "Lumi de Lux" means river of oie. 
ope os light. The goal of this columnisto |. oq 
aeisseS illuminate Hopkins students, so , Woo. 
b - that they can alleviate their stress Pw 
We .€8- lewala: ciation 
caping rit OO) ait as Bi 25 for sun- 


considered to be the stress- 
| filled American life. 

There are many bless- 
ings that come with liv- 
ing in America, trust me. 
Where else can you find 

| a website like eat24hours. 
com? Anyways, let’s just say 
that at the time I was feel- 
ing stifled by academic and 
life pressures. In my mind, 
Brazil would be paradise, 
and I would come back 
with a renewed perspec- 
tive on life. Well, needless 
to say, Brazil was all of that 
and more. 

Ever find yourself 
stuck in a routine? Soon 
you are left with no pas- 
sion and strength, and 
you can’t seem to see the 


physically feel the effects 
of the vitamin D, but also 
because the sun literally 
moves life in Brazil. 

I] had to learn some 
Portuguese in order to 
manage, and I was im- 
pressed with my ability 
to adapt. It gave me a new 
sense of confidence. This 
lesson was extremely im- 
portant with me being a 
senior who is planning 
on taking a gap year after 
graduation. 

Now that I am back 
in the United States of 
America, I see my life ina 
different context. 

It is very easy to get 
caught up with your GPA 


value in aunty cd. 
your ac- in the 
tivities. In my mind, Brazil small 
This pro- ; details 
duces. a would be paradise oieethe 
certain el- and [I would come aan 
ement of ; demic 
staleness back with arenewed life. 
in our 2 How- 
life, ‘has? perspective...needless gyer, | 
it can af to say, Brazil was all have 2 
fect any clear 
aspect of of that and more. image 
your life. of the 

Osnwse big  pic- 


solution is to take a break 
from your “comfort zone.” 
Literally remove yourself 
from your routine. Why 
not travel and visit a dif- 
ferent country? There are 
many positive mental and 


ture, 

Going to Brazil has 
also given me a new sense 
of appreciation for my 


showing my friends how 

much I value them. I’m 

physical health benefits also inspired to try new 

from traveling. hobbies and to learn new 
In a study conducted _ skills. 

at the University of Pitts- With that said, I also 

have a clearer sense of 


friends, and I intend on 


| 


ia inc rsiseireren err 
not only because [ could 
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n response to growing 
consumer markets and 
changing social and 
economic strata over 
the last century, spurring 
the birth of the fashion in- 
dustry, the very theoretical 
concept of fashion as an art 
has dissipated, giving way 
to fashion’s new identity 
as a mere agglomeration 
of consumer products. As 
high-end designers contin- 
ue to abandon their haute 
couture lines for much 
more profitable, mass pro- 


duced prét-a-porter col- 


lections, artistic principles 
underlying designs have 
withered away into obscu- 
rity, only to be replaced 
market research and 
trend 

designs. 


by 
consumer 
dictating 


reports, 
Ironi- 


cally, although the authen- 
tic connection between 
art and fashion has been 
cast into oblivion, it is this 
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BUT ALSO observations, rants, lists, thoughts, feelings, missed connections, haikus, confessions, furtive glances and, of course, sex. 


Premier designs dazzle and inspire at Paris Haute Couture Week 


haute couture. 

From Jan. 19 to Jan. 24, 
Paris Haute Couture Week 
predictably left us true fash- 


very theoretical concept ion enthusiasts in a state of 
of “fash- divine 
ion as Ch i ° captiva- 
art” thal elsea Olivera isn over 
is used garments 
by com- 


panies to 

market 

ready-to-wear collections 
that are ultimately con- 
structed not by premier 
designers, but by the con- 
sumers themselves. To a 
true high fashion aficiona- 
do, the acknowledgment of 
this dismal truth can only 
be quelled twice a year by 
the last surviving institu- 
tion preserving the idea 
of fashion as art: Parisian 


VANESSA RAY VIA FLICKR 


This laced bodice exemplifies Elie Saab’s incorporation of fashion and art. 


Femme Fatale 


designed 
and hand- 
crafted by 
premier designers, focused 
on creating pieces of art able 
to manifest 
of inspiration 


their sources 
from both 
their tangible worlds and 
the depths of their creative 
intellects. After witnessing 
Maison Martin Margiela’s 
deconstructed dresses em- 
bellished with industrial 
scraps, Hussein Chalayan’s 
jewelry made from electrical 
cables, and Rad Hourani’s 
futuristic all-black cinched 
skirt-suits displaying the 
designer’s flawless _layer- 
ing techniques, it became 
apparent that the creative 
feats achieved this Haute 
Couture Week were vastly 
artistically superior to those 
we witnessed within the 
ready-to-wear _ collections 
last September, during Paris 
Fashion Week. 

The week began with 
the Atelier Versace Spring/ 
Summer 2014 Couture col- 
lection, which featured 
slinky embroidered gowns 
and separates made of silk 
jersey. Shimmery fabrics 


dominated floor-length 
dresses which beautifully 
captured light, between 
each drape, as the models 
moved across the runway. 
Inspired by the daring 
eighties icons Grace Jones, 
silky hoods were incorpo- 
rated to match both embroi- 
dered evening gowns with 
intricate geometric patterns, 
as well as glittery shorts and 
silky cropped trousers. As 
expected, Donatella’s 
lection was flashy and edgy, 
and stayed in line with a 
brand image that has never 
taken itself too seriously, 
and has always centered on 
embodying caustic daring- 
ness, shameless sexuality, 
and conspicuous luxury — 
drawing inspiration from 
the purely material world of 
pop culture. But what truly 
separates this Couture col- 
lection from Versace’s ready- 
to-wear lines these past few 
seasons, is the unparalleled 
craftsmanship evident in 
the flawless needlework, 
tailoring, and draping. The 
precise focus on the plays 
between light and fabric, 
the relationships between 
different fabrics and the 
body in motion, and, lastly, 
the highly complex drap- 
ing necessary to accomplish 
these effects made it a staple 
assemblage this past week. 
Like an Impressionist paint- 
ing, Versace’s garments 
emphasized the clever ma- 


col- 


nipulation of the medium 
itself to express the overall 
desired effect of the collec- 
tion. Monet would approve. 
Even more intoxicating 
was Lebanese designer Elie 
Saab’s collection of meticu- 
lously embellished pastel 
gowns decorated with small 
detailed flowers and appli- 
qued crystals, and repeti- 
tive silhouettes, with empire 
waists and dreamy tulle 
full skirts, emphasizing the 
overwhelming sense of che- 
rubic femininity. Inspired 
by the work of Sir Lawrence 
Alma-Iadema, a nineteenth 
century Dutch _ still-life 
painter, Saab remarkably 
extracted not just the floral 
subject matter of the artist’s 
paintings for his pieces, but 
translated the Dutch paint- 
er’s particular use of texture 
into the textures used for the 
gowns. Saab’s lightness of 
hand, his infallible attention 
to details, and the stunning 
visual effects the details can 
create certainly demonstrate 
that the concept of fashion 
as an art is still alive within 
the realm of haute couture. 
Similarly, Valentino's 
haute couture collection 
featured feminine silhou- 
ettes, dreamy fabrics such 
as lace and tulle, and beau- 
tiful handcrafted details. 
Inspired by Italian art and 
opera, the collection was 
dominated by neutral hues, 
paralleling the color palette 
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used by the Old Masters, 
and intricate botanical em- 
broidery. One gown bril- 
liantly referenced the Fall 
of Man motif popular in 
Italian Renaissance art, by 
situating a painted scene 
— complete with Adam, 
Eve, and a garden _back- 
ground — on the surface of 
the dress’ sheer skirt. What 
is even more astonishing, 
however, is how brilliantly 
the designer directly played 
with the idea of fashion as 
art by extending the leaves 
of the tree, painted on the 
skirt, into the top of the 
dress — positioning the 
model herself as a canvas. 
As the models stepped to 
the soft opera music in the 
background, down the gar- 
den-styled runway, the gar- 
ments seemed to emanate a 
sense of dreamy intangibil- 
ity, inducing a sort of mar- 
velous entrancement within 
the audience. 

As the premier artistic 
event of the season came toa 
close, the fashion world was 
reminded that the preserva- 
tion of fashion as conceived 
by an artist, rather than by a 
corporation, lies within the 
institution of Parisian haute 
couture. It is this very recog- 
nition — that during Paris 
Haute Couture Week, what 
we call “fashion” regains 
its deserved authenticity — 
that makes this week so un- 
deniably “haute”. 


The 2014 Grammys, Three takeaways from the 2014 Grammys 
ina nutshell 


he annual music 

award ceremo- 

ny that every- 

body knows and 

loves happened 
last Sunday and naturally, 
as with any awards cer- 
emony, it generated much 
discussion. 

Whether it is arguing that 
your favorite artist didn’t 
get the award they deserve, 
complaining that there were 
artists present that you do 
not know, or believing that 
the Grammy’s only high- 
light the achievements of a 
small, handpicked pool of 
musicians, there is a topic 


Mike Ditka, Terry Brad- 
shaw, Shannon Sharpe, and 
Deion Sanders was the an- 
swer to everyone's prayers. 
Having the cameos of mu- 
sic artists like Juicy J was 
just their confirmation that 
what they were doing was a 
cool, but tongue in cheek re- 
imagination of pop music. 

7. Taylor Swift didn’t win 
Album of The Year, but her 
reaction thinking that she 
did was priceless. 


8. Kendrick Lamar went | 


home empty-handed even 


though he released what is | 
probably considered one of | 


the best hip-hop albums to 


for  ev- , come out in 
ec’, Alex Hurowitz she 
choose. ° because 
Now, be- Music Ry Blue Ivy 
fore we has a gold- 


go down the rabbit hole of 
think pieces concerning the 
winners of the Grammys 
and the state of the music in- 
dustry, let’s just take a look 
back on what happened: 

1. Daft Punk, the “robot- 
ic’ dance duo from France, 
didn’t take off their helmets 
for any of their award wins. 
But really, who cares? Can 
they just go on tour already? 

2. What's the best way 
to end Macklemore and 
Ryan Lewis’ performance, 
especially with those 33 
couples giving their vows 
at the same time? Madonna! 
Having her sing with Mary 
Lambert was a great way to 
cover her voice. 

3. Pharrell’s choice of hats 
is pretty interesting. Also, 
he kept singing flat during 
“Get Lucky,” which means 
at least he wasn’t lip-synch- 
ing. 

4. Kent Knappenberger, 
winner of the Grammys’ 
Music Educator Award, 
rocked an epic beard while 
getting credit for running 
what seems to be the en- 
tire music department of 
an entire upstate New York 
school. 

5. Lorde made a couple of 
surprise wins. It'll be inter- 
esting to see how this will 
influence the songwriting 
behind popular indie pop 
over the next year. Or I’m 
looking into this too much 
and it will just be a fad... 


sorry, rabbit hole. 
6. Pepsi's “halftime 


show” commercial featur- 
ing Hall of Famers and cur- 
rent football commentators 


en sippy cup now. Order in 
the world is restored. 

9, Ringo Starr silenced all 
of the critics with his perfor- 
mance. 

10. Sara Bareilles re- 
minded us that she has ex- 
isted since writing that one 
hit song, “Love Song,” back 
in 2007 and even released 
an album. Too bad fewer 
people know about Carole 
King, a celebrated and suc- 
cessful _ singer-songwriter 
who wrote a number one hit 
at the age of 18 (“Will You 
Love Me Tomorrow” by the 
Shirelles) and has written 
118 songs that have made 
the Billboard Hot 100 list. 
But it’s whatever. 

11. Using music covers 
when covering the nomi- 
nees for the awards was to- 
tally a great idea. That mem- 
ber of the Record Academy 
should get a raise for dis- 
covering that YouTube has 
some hip covers of pop 
songs everybody knows 
and loves. 

12. The Grammys didn’t 
seem to forget anyone in the 
memoriam. If they did for- 
get an entertainment lawyer 
though, that’s a different 
story. 
13. That Nine Inch Nails 
performance with Dave 
Grohl, Lindsey Bucking- 
ham, and the Queens of the 
Stone Age was a rather sweet 
way to end the night. But 
you know what was even 
better? That announcement 
about Hilton Hotels being 
a sponsor of the Grammys, 
which cut into the end of 
that performance. 


t's that time of year 

again, that magical 

span of Sunday eve- 

nings where the good 

viewing public gets 
to sit back and watch as our 
favorite artists and enter- 
tainers all ceremoniously 
pat each other on the back. 
That's right, it’s awards sea- 
son. 

Sunday night, for those 
of you who are living un- 
der a rock, the 56th annual 
Grammy Awards were held 


“Good Kid M.A.A.D City,” 
Kendrick Lamar’s sopho- 
more effort. GKMC is of the 
most heavily lauded albums 
of the new millennium. It 
transcends its own genre 
and has been hailed as an 
innovative piece of art that 
conjures the image of a short 
film in the listener’s head. 
The other nominees were 
Drake’s highly regarded 
album “Nothing Was The 
Same” and Kanye West's 
triumph “YEEZUS,” both of 
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glamorous alike turned J. Cole’s commercially suc- 


up by the boatload. There 
is much to discuss when it 
comes to events of this na- 
ture, i.e. how hideous that 
dress looked, how stupid 
that comment was, Phar- 
rell’s rodeo-themed choice 
of headwear, etc. But for the 
sake of brevity I will narrow 
this down to three compel- 
ling aspects of the most dis- 
cussed music award show 
(if you want fashion advice, 
maybe check out E!). 

First and foremost, I 
want to talk about the pub- 
lic instance of grand larceny 
that occurred in front of 
millions of home viewers 
Sunday night. I'm talking, of 
course, about the Best Rap 
Album award that went to 
everyone between the ages 
of 11-14’s favorite rapper: 
Macklemore! To put this 
into context, Macklemore’s 
album “The Heist” went up 
against musical masterpiece 


Pharrell's odd accessory proved to be his lucky charm at the Grammys. 


cessful sophomore album, 
“Born Sinner,” did not even 
receive a nomination. When 
Macklemore took the prize 
for “The Heist” there was 
an immediate outcry via 
various social media outlets 
calling for justice and claim- 
ing that Kendrick had been 
robbed. 

The Best Rap Album 
title was awarded during 
the pre-Grammys, meaning 
that before the show aired 
Macklemore had already 
decidedly won. However, 
the most interesting aspect 
of Macklemore winning the 
award was that Macklemore 
himself admitted that he did 
not deserve to win. After the 
award show, the Seattle na- 
tive took to Instagram, re- 
vealing a text message that 
he sent to Kendrick Lamar 
during the show. In the mes- 
sage Macklemore writes, 
“You got robbed, I wanted 
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yoti to win. You should 
have. It’s weird and it sucks 
that I robbed you.” If that 
isn’t definitive enough proof 
that the Grammys erred 
in this category selection, 
I don’t know what is; how 
often do we see the winner 
claiming he did not deserve 
to win? Rarely do we see 
anything gracious when it 
comes to the megalomani- 
acs that we call celebrities so 
it was pretty fascinating to 
hear Macklemore respond 
in such a way. 

Kendrick performed 
later on in the evening with 
pop-rock group Imagine 
Dragons and delivered a 
raspy, visceral verse as he 
threw up all over a heav- 
ily synthesized rock beat. 
Definitely check that out, it 
is something worth hearing. 

Another extremely com- 
pelling aspect of Sunday’s 
show was Beyonce's steamy 
performance of “Drunk in 
Love,” during which she 
brought her superstar hub- 
by, Hova, on to the stage 
to perform a very sensu- 
ous verse to a song that is 
riddled with sexuality. The 
risqué number sparked a 
lot of controversy amongst 
parents who feared that Be- 
yonce’s sexy performance 
and content was inappropri- 
ate for its 8 p.m. time slot. 
Beyonce donned a reveal- 
ing, thin black dress and 
steam clouds both literally 
and figuratively surround- 
ed the stage as she twerked 
up a storm that even Miley 
would be proud of. Beyonce 
delivered an_ electrifying 
verse to the song and the 
entire arena was really get- 
ting into it. Midway through 
the song, Jay Z popped out 
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on stage and began rapping. 
The crowd erupted the mo- 
ment the legend walked on. 
He and Beyonce proved that 
marriage can still be sexy 
as they embraced on stage 
for a moment in the middle 
of performing together. De- 
spite the controversy stirred 
up on stage, Beyonce deliv- 
ered in a big way: the cul- 
ture of music is shifting to 
a more subversive place and 
Beyonce is holding her own. 
It's amazing that she has 
managed to remain so strik- 
ingly relevant over such a 
long span of time. 

Finally, there’s Daft 
Punk, more specifically 
the collaborator behind 
hit song “Get Lucky,” 
Pharrell. Daft Punk took 
home Album of the Year 
for its hit album “Random 
Access Memories.” Who 
knew that in the year 2014 
Daft Punk would win 
such a prize, especially 
because the trajectory of 
its career saw it fading 
long before now? With the 
help of the musical magi- 
cian Pharrell and quick 
paced pop-syntho beats, 
Daft Punk has managed 
to not only become rele- 
vant again, but to be back 
on top. 

Pharrell has had his hand 
in more hits than you can 
imagine, from “Get Lucky” 
to “Blurred Lines”and Jay Z’s 
“Magna Carta Holy Grail.” 
Despite looking like Rango 
in that ridiculous cowboy 
hat Pharrell has had a huge 
year. And Daft Punk did an 
excellent job at capping off a. 
wildly successful year with 
the performance of “Get 
Lucky.” The 2014 Grammys 
were truly worthwhile. 
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Editorial 


Free speech must be promoted 


The freedom. of 


speech is among the most impor- 


principle of 


tant features of our society, but 
importantly, the Editorial 
Board believes it serves as a foun- 


more 


dational basis of a university. The 
right to articulate your critical 
opinion without fear of being cen- 
sored is central to promoting an in- 
clusive and unprejudiced environ- 
ment. 

A report released by FIRE, the 
Foundation for Individual Rights 
in Education, has cast a shadow of 
doubt on whether our University is 
willing to fully embrace the benefits 
of freedom of speech along with the 
concomitant controversies inherent 
in the free expression of political 
ideas. In the report, Hopkins was 
ranked among the schools with the 
worst free speech policies, receiving 
a “red light” rating for severely re- 
stricted speech on campus. 

In light of this inauspicious repu- 
tation of late, the Editorial Board 
commends Provost Lieberman and 
President Daniels for identifying 
that inconsistencies do exist in our 
University’s speech policies and 
that discussion regarding amend- 
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ments to these restrictive policies 
are being deliberated. However, the 
Editorial Board still awaits substan- 
tive evidence that these policies are 
in fact being scrutinized to create a 
more unrestrained sphere of politi- 
cal discourse on campus. 

Furthermore, we are disappoint- 
ed that there has not been a concrete 
effort on the part of the University 
administration to create a forum 
where all parties with a vested in- 
terest can express their views and 
potential concerns. We have yet to 
see a school wide symposium that 
addresses the nuances of this ex- 
tremely important issue. 

The Editorial Board encourages 
the administration to inform the 
entire University community of the 
status surrounding the current me- 
diations and to encourage any and 
all suggestions on improvements by 
our community of engaged students 
and scholars. 

We are confident in our belief 
that Hopkins is a place of critical 
inquiry and dialogue where all 
perspectives on the most pressing 
issues in the world are openly dis- 
cussed, 
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Hopkins on right side of boycott 


Late last year, the American Stud- 
ies Association voted to boycott the 
scholarly works of Israeli academic 
institutions, by a margin of 66.05 per- 
cent in favor to 30.5 percent opposed. 
The ASA boycott was intended as a 
protest to the Israeli government's 
treatment of Palestinians but has 
drawn fierce backlash from many in 
the higher education community. In 
the aftermath of the decision, Hop- 
kins was one of the first institutions 
to publicly denounce the boycott, re- 
leasing a public statement with their 
reasoning to Hopkins students via 
email just before Christmas. Since 
then, over 200 additional universities 
have publicly rejected the boycott as 
well. 

The Editorial Board also rebukes 
the ASA for its misguided and un- 
ethical boycott and commends the 
University for taking a stand against 
it. The political situation in Israel and 
Palestine is a complicated matter 
upon which Editorial Board mem- 
bers, like the members of the Hop- 
kins community, have diverse and 
varied opinions. But those opinions 
are irrelevant to the principle that 
academic censorship ought never to 
be enacted as punishment for the 
political policies of one’s govern- 

ment. Whatever offenses Israel has 
committed against the Palestinians 
will be in no way ameliorated by re- 
stricting Israeli intellectuals from ex- 
changing their ideas and publishing 
their research. | 

We also issue with the Hop- 
kins Stuc ot Justice in Palestine’s 
argument, in favor of the boycott, 
that “Israeli educational institutions 
are not innocent of their govern- 
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ment’s policies.” The Board solemnly 
recalls that the United States govern- 
ment has also pursued policies in 
recent years that continue to draw 
outrage*in the international commu- 
nity. In fact, some of these policies — 
most famously, drone warfare — are 
directly supported by research done 
at this very University; many argue 
Hopkins has some of the blood on 
its hands. But to hold each and ey- 
ery single professor affiliated with 
Hopkins accountable for this re- 
search and to ignore the mammoth 
quantity of scholarly work produced 
at Hopkins and all its affiliates, due 
‘solely to disagreement — however 
ardent — with these policies would 
be a ridiculous affront to the integ- 
rity of any serious publication. 

One of the primary guiding prin- 
ciples of objective, professional, 
self-respecting academic journals is 
to publish works based on the aca- 
demic merit of their content, without 
permitting the political opinions of 
those researchers authoring a study 
to influence their admittance deci- 
sions. Adopting a formal policy to 
silence those academics of a particu- 
lar race, religion or political opinion 
would be viewed as unthinkable in 
almost any other setting. How much 
worse, then, is it for the ASA to adopt 
a policy silencing academics not 
based on their own behavior, but that 
of the nation in which they happen 
to reside, or the university for which 
they happen to work? As this week’s 
FIRE report displayed, Hopkins. has 
its own free speech problems, but the 
Board is very pleased that the Uni- 
versity is on the right side of this free 
speech issue. es 
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in a Thursday issue. All letters received become property of The 
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grammar and clarity. Letters must include contact information 
and cannot be anonymous. The News-Letter reserves the right to 
limit the number of letters printed. 
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Crooked Wood 


With the exception of editorials, 
the opinions expressed here are those 
of the contributors. They are not 
necessarily those of The Johns 
Hopkins News-Letter. 


US should consider drawbacks of decriminalized prostitution 


By NIKA SABASTEANSKI 


n the wake of a benign but 
humbling online quiz at- 
tempting to 
stereotypical 


ascertain if 
behaviors 
could pinpoint your politi- 
cal allegiances, in which I scored 
76 percent conservative, I’ve been 
taking some time to reevaluate 
my belief system. I jest, but in all 
seriousness, living abroad this 
year while studying at Oxford 
and traveling around central 
and Eastern Europe during my 
holiday has given me time to test 
run ideologies. Each new place | 
awoke to resembled a parodied 
version of Odysseus’ arrival 
in a sequence of strange lands. 
“Odysseus woke, sat up, and 
thought: ‘Oh what mortal place 
have I reached this time? Are 
they cruel and merciless savages, 
or god-fearing people, generous 
to strangers? Am | near creatures 
with human speech? Let me look, 
and see.” Again, I jest. Odys- 
seus was nothing if not a walk- 
ing hyperbole of man, but his 
trepidation at setting out with- 
out Google maps or his Zagat’s 
Guide rings true in the mind of 
every traveler: star struck with 
the locale but a bit shaky on the 
gory logistics. But novelty in the 
course of one’s travels does lie on 
a spectrum, and for the purposes 
of this article I speak primar- 
ily of the normalcy of legalized 
prostitution in many European 
countries. 

The topic of decriminaliza- 
tion, both of prostitution as well 
as a number of illegal substances, 
is often met with illogical rea- 
soning in the United States. Puri- 
tanical warnings are resurrected 
from their bygone New England 
graves, making the 1950s seem a 
fairly liberal era. However, nei- 
ther side emerges as the victor, 
with each one clinging to ste- 
reotypes once the gamut of syl- 
logisms runs out. Supporters of 
decriminalization often invoke 
the notion that America has far 
too many laws regulating moral- 
ity, especially when it comes to 
‘victimless’ crimes. It is true that 
the American penal code could 
be interpreted as regulating the 
intentions of its citizens by curb- 


ing the use of drugs such as mar- 
ijuana. Cigarettes, by contrast, 
which are more detrimental to 
one’s health, are legal for every- 
one over 21 in New York City 
(provided you don't light up in a 
restaurant). Alcohol, again argu- 
ably more harmful to long-term 
health than chronic marijuana 
use, is not markedly restricted. 
rhe argument continues that if 
these incontestably more harm- 
ful substances are allowed the 
freedom they currently boast, 
why should marijuana be illegal? 

This argument suffers from 
what’s sometimes called the 
fallacy of relative privation: A 
is worse than B and A is legal, 
therefore B should be legal as 
well. The same fallacy is often 
invoked in the argument for the 
decriminalization of prostitu- 
tion. In rough terms, it takes the 
following form: the alternative 
for prostitutes could be working 
at (insert name of marginalized 
fast food establishment), where 
they would make less money and 
have less protection. Therefore, 
legalizing prostitution is said to 
be wise. Whether fast food work- 
ers really do have it worse than 
prostitutes is obviously up for 
debate, but it shouldn’t matter: 
just because the conditions in- 
volved in working for minimum 
wage in the food industry are 
also abhorrent does not render 
the circumstances offered in a 
life of legalized prostitution ac- 
ceptable, even if they are slightly 
better. 

All of this is not to say that 
comparisons for the sake of argu- 
ment are not useful or even accu- 
rate in many instances. Our view 
of the world is exceedingly rela- 
tivistic, however frightening that 
concept is to the absolutists that 
walk among us (and vice-versa). 
So for the remainder of my article 
I shall strive to move away from 
the semantics of logic and push 
toward logistical and ethical con- 
siderations. 

When the topic is brought up 
in conversation in Europe, peo- 
ple tend to rattle off arguments 
about the practicality of legal- 
ization. Prostitutes in Germany, 
for example, pay taxes, have the 
right to health care and the abil- 


ity to go to the police if a client 
mistreats them. They are, on 
paper, contributing members of 
society with a union that repre- 
sents them in the government 
and the freedom to dictate their 
own terms. They can even refuse 
clients they find unsatisfactory. 

This all sounds well and good, 
but the fact remains that out of 
the 400,000 female and male pros- 
titutes in Germany, only 44 are 
signed up to receive the health 
and welfare benefits provided. 
An article published in Spiegel 
comments, “In Hamburg, with 
its famous Reeperbahn red-light 
district, only 153 women are in 
compliance with regulations and 
have registered with the city’s tax 
office.” A report done by the Ger- 
man Federal Ministry for Family 
Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women 
and Youth in 2007, reflecting on 
the social benefits provided to 
prostitutes in a 2002 piece of leg- 
islation, found that most women 
were not signed up to receive 
their social security benefits and 
employment contracts were used 
only by 1 percent of the women, 
because “the prostitutes did not 
consider it a financially attractive 
option.” 

Additionally, there were few 
cases where a prostitute brought 
a client to German court to sue 
for fair pay. The same report 
also found that brothels were 
kept at substandard conditions 
and repeatedly stated that there 
had not been enough effort to 
reach the government's goal of 
providing an exit strategy from 
prostitution. Perhaps the worst 
unintended consequence of le- 
galization has been the signifi- 
cant increase in sex trafficking 
in these areas. While police pres- 
ence would seem like a positive 
regulatory mechanism, instead it 
has frightened the women, most- 
ly brought in illegally and un- 


’ derground from Eastern Europe, 


and made it difficult to expose 
trafficking rings, including those 
exploiting children. A study done 
by Axel Dreher of the University 
of Heidelberg et al., published a 
year ago, concluded after analyz- 
ing statistics from 150 countries, 
“On average, countries where 
prostitution is legal experience 


larger reported human traffick- 
ing inflows.” The overall aim of 
legalization of prostitution was 
to protect the women, but this 
observation shows how pimps 
and traffickers instead exploit- 
ed the attitude of lenience. The 
same study concluded that based 
on the two established and com- 
peting economic models in this 
field, the scale effect prevailed: 
The legalization of prostitution 
resulted in an overall increase in 
trafficking as the supply in the 
industry rose to balance with de- 
mand. The authors did note that 
there is an opposing force called 
the substitution effect, which re- 
lies on the fear of prosecution if 
trafficked women are used in le- 
gal brothels, but their data show 
this effect is generally dominated 
by the scale effect. 

Finally, even if legalized 
prostitution had no drawbacks 
and significantly improved the 
overall working conditions of 
prostitutes, there would still be 
one final reason not to legalize 
the buying of sex. To clarify, | 
am not arguing that prostitution 
laws as they exist in the United 
States are anywhere near accept- 
able. Charging prostitutes with 
misdemeanors is both counter- 
productive and cruel. Instead, 
Sweden’s approach offers a le- 
gitimate and constructive mid- 
dle ground. Max Waltman of 
Stockholm University wrote in 
a New York Times article recently, 
“Not to be bought and sold for 
sex should be a human right. 
Sweden effectively recognized 
this in 1999, criminalizing buy- 
ing sex and decriminalizing be- 
ing in prostitution. This law has 
been adopted in full by Norway 
and Iceland, partly in Korea, 
Finland, Israel and the United 
Kingdom.” In fact, Sweden has 
seen a promising decline in the 
number of prostitutes and a cor- 
related decrease in the amount 
of sex trafficking. 

Far from logistical, this final 
argument hinges on the ethical 
aspect of the sex trade. While 
many women and men have 
argued that the legalization of 
prostitution confers autonomy to 
the woman (or man as the case 
may be), essentially providing 


her with the ultimate control over 
her own body, there is a great de- 
gree of naiveté in the belief that 
the majority of prostitutes enter 
the field in an attempt to reclaim 
their independence and sexual- 
ity. Prostitution remains a last 
resort. 

Ultimately, prostitution must 
be evaluated on its own, even if 
it seems more dignified in some 
places than a minimum wage job. 


Sex is one of the most intimate 


forms of interaction that exists 
for the human race. Commodi- 
fication does not empower the 


donor, for lack of a better word, 
but rather removes the human- 
ity from the act itself. One cannot 
simply sell her body by night and 


resume a healthy relationship 


during the day without residual 
effects. A prominent feminist in 
Germany named Alice Schwar- 
zer argues that prostitution re- 
lies on a power imbalance, as do 
all economic transactions: The 
customer providing the money 
has the upper hand, while the 
provider of the service must per- 
form accordingly. The idea that 
there is any equality in legalized 
prostitution is deceptive, she ar- 
gues. Schwarzer goes on to say 
that what people forget when 
they argue that women have the 
right to sell their bodies, is that 
men have the legal right to buy 
them. Pierrette Pape, the spokes- 
woman for the European Wom- 
en’s lobby in Brussels agrees, 
adding “Nowadays, a little boy 
in Sweden grows up with the fact 
that buying sex is a crime. A little 
boy in the Netherlands grows up 
with the knowledge that women 
sit in display windows and can 
be ordered like mass-produced 


goods.” Obviously there is no 
cure-all for the situation, and 
curbing free will is a tricky busi- 
ness. But it is not altogether Dra- 
conian, especially when that will 
may only be free for argument’s 
sake. 


Nika Sabasteanski is a sopho- 
more neuroscience major from 
New York City. She is a staff 
writer for The News-Letter. Her 
column, Crooked Wood, dis- 
cusses international affairs and 
philosophy. 
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Hopkins must end unethical involvement in drone research 


By SARALLAH SALLEHI 


or many young Ameri- 
cans like myself, the 
shocking reality that 
our country is still at 
war has sadly devolved 
into a second nature realization. 
With the United States entering 
its 13th year of active conflict in 
Afghanistan, war and all its as- 
sociated horrors have become a 
defining aspect of life in a nation 
that has yet to fully recover from 
the tragic events of Sept. 11, 2001. 
Like most, I believe the imme- 
diate military actions taken by 
President Bush after the attacks 
to invade Afghanistan and dis- 
‘ mantle the terrorist safe havens 
were certainly, in retrospect, a 
correct decision. Welcomed by 
the people of Afghanistan and 
supported by much of the inter- 
national community, the United 
States’ firm initiative to combat a 
global threat seemed only a step 
in the right direction. Yet, more 
than a decade on, the path that 
our national leaders continue to 
ardently follow in the attempt to 
protect our cherished liberties 
from both external and internal 
threats has, ironically, further 
deteriorated those same values. 
Seizing on the fears of a 
shocked population, then Presi- 
dent Bush clandestinely insti- 
tuted widespread surveillance 
programs that have metastasized 
into the current nightmare enter- 
prise that Edward Snowden and 
‘other whistle blowers recently 
exposed. As Cicero so presciently 
wrote almost two millennia ago: 
“Inter arma enim silent leges.” In 
times of war, the laws are silent. 


lenced and tacitly reprimanded 
many who boldly opposed the 
precarious policy decisions be- 
ing made at the time. 

Today, the United States has 
a military budget larger than 
almost every other significant 
nation on Earth combined, most 
of whom are our close allies. 
This blank check written on be- 
half of the American people has 
spawned an elaborate web of mil- 
itary programs with unknown 
missions, whose functions inside 
the prevailing framework are 
largely undefined. Within this 
immense defense establishment, 
departments have arisen that 
are nearly autonomous, exempt 
from any judicial or executive 
oversight. In fact, the notion that 
there are now more than three 
branches of government in pow- 
er is not totally misleading. Si- 
multaneously, the United States 
has entered into a never ending 
set of covert wars in Pakistan, 
Somalia, Yemen and Libya, not 
to mention the active conflict still 
raging in Afghanistan. 

But to many Americans, 


knowledge of these new wars . 


is fairly limited. Neither widely 
covered on television nor writ- 
ten about truthfully in the major 
publications, these secret battle 
zones nevertheless have real vic- 
tims that die real deaths in real 
places. The only difference is that 


the lives of U.S. soldier’s are no 


longer in the path of direct harm, 
as the fighting burden has now 
shifted to unmanned aerial ve- 


hicles — drones. Initially utilized 


by President Bush as an impor- 
tant but relatively infrequent tool 


in combatting terror cells, the use _ 


stealth warplanes in inflicting 
significant damage on the net- 
works of terrorists is unques- 
tionable, but the toll in civilian 
deaths is just as salient. In the 
past five years, the Obama ad- 
ministration employed Predator 
and Reaper drones an astonish- 
ing 390 times (an estimate based 
on information relayed by peo- 
ples in the targeted areas). By 
contrast, President Bush turned 
to these killer machines just 51 
times. The parallel rise in total 
deaths caused by the heightened 
dependency on drones is simi- 
larly drastic: about 400 for Bush 
and more than 2000 for Obama. 
Of these deaths, estimates have 
put the number of innocent ci- 
vilian lives lost somewhere be- 
tween the figures 200 to 500. No 
one really knows the true extent 
of this “collateral” damage, as 
these deadly strikes are still con- 
sidered secret by the government 
and cannot be publicly disclosed, 
even if the deceased are harmless 
children or women with no con- 
nections to terrorism. 

‘So why should Hopkins stu- 
dents be especially perturbed by 
the immense suffering of guilt- 
less drone victims half a world 
away in Pakistan and Yemen? 

Because the critical technolo- 
gy used to launch the barrage of 


lethal Hellfire missiles that reg- 
ularly rain down on the tribal 


lands of Waziristan and remote 
villages of Yemen are developed 
in our backyard — at the Hop- 
kins Applied Physics Labora- 


tory. 


_ Though some in our Univer- 
sity community might not be 


aware of the Applied Physics 


Nestled away in a rural enclave 
in one of Maryland’s most afflu- 


‘ent areas, the unremarkable ve- 


neer of the Applied Physics Lab 
would not elicit a hint of curios- 
ity to the uninformed spectator. 
Yet, this inconspicuous facade 
belies the critical research and 
development on drone warfare 
technology taking place within 
its boundaries. 
Funded heavily by govern- 
ment contracts from federal or- 
ganizations such as the Army, 
Navy and an assortment of pri- 
vate military-oriented agencies, 
the Applied Physics Laboratory 
serves as a nurturing incubator 
of talented scientists and engi- 
neers who relentlessly produce 
highly sophisticated weapon 
systems. For example, in 2008, 
the institution received almost 70 
percent of its 845 million dollar 
budget from the Department of 
Defense, not to mention the tens 
of millions in contracts received 
from private corporations like 
Northrup Grumman and Boe- 
ing. Let us not be deceived into 
thinking that the Applied Phys- 
ics Laboratory is somehow a nor- 
mal component of the American. 
research university. It is, in fact, 
one of a kind; there are very few 
other places like it in the United 
States. No where else is the fed- 
eral government going to find a 
well organized network of world 
renowned scientists and re- 
searchers ready to work, a mere 
arms-length away from its cen- 
tral foci of power. 
But the most comical (or 
cynical) aspect of this dubious 
relationship with the Applied 
Physical Laboratory is that it is 


ample of how a flawless business 
model should be implemented 
and executed is actually exempt . 
from paying most taxes on the 
more than one billion dollars in 
income it brings in every year. 

To be fair, neither the Ap- 
plied Physics Laboratory nor any 
Hopkins affiliate is involved in 
the actual process of assembling 
the drones employed by the De- 
partment of Defense; this likely 
occurs at an even more secre- 
tive facility that we will most - 
likely never know about. And 
to a significant degree, the Ap- 
plied Physics Laboratory and its 
people have little leverage over 
how their research is ultimately 
utilized by the clients they ser- 
vice, as there are certainly other 
research institutions perfectly 
ready to step in at a moment's no- 
tice to accept the tens of millions 
in research contracts offered by 
the government. 

Still, we have to keep in mind 
who we are and what exactly 
that identity stands for. For a 
university that aspires in its 
mission to “bring the benefits of 
discovery into the world”, | am 
highly skeptical that the devel- 
opment of technology used in 
drone warfare endows the plan- 
et with any beneficial advance- 
ment. : 

It is our responsibility — stu- 
dents, faculty and administra-. 
tors alike— as members of the 
Hopkins community to speak 
out against such immoral en-— 
gagements. They run wholly 
counter-current to our Univer- 
sity’s mission of educating the 
next generation of responsible 
citizens and world leaders. _ 


. 
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HOW MUCH IMPACT CAN YOUR BACKPACK TAKE? 


The answer: Not enough. If a moving vehicle is barreling down on you, you'll need more than your trusty bag 


filled with books and a laptop to keep you safe. Short of a personal force field, your best protection is being alert 


and following basic pedestrian traffic laws, like crossing only where you should. 


Exercise your street smarts. 
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Braving chilling temperatures, 
icy Streets lor world-class ramen 


By MELODY SWEN 


Your Weekend Columnist 
Ramen — a common- 
place food eaten every 


day by your roommate at 
3 am. — the MSG-filled 
aroma seeping into your 
space, beckoning you, 
too, to the sodium packed 
snack. Sometimes, the 
only thing to pull you 
through a long night of 
studying is the prom- 
ise of Shin ramen at the 
crack of dawn and a puffy 
face to boot. However, Ip- 
pudo, a Japanese ramen 
noodle brasserie, revolu- 
tionized the art of ramen 
when it opened its first 
ramen counter in 1985. 
Their tonkotsu. ramen 
soup, a light pork broth, 
has earned them inter- 
national acclaim with its 
delicately seasoned taste 
and milky consistency. 
Ippudo’s chain industry 
in Japan later spread to 
other Asian countries, 
and finally, to New York. 

Last weekend, I braved 
the freezing temperatures 
in New York to satisfy 
my stomach’s craving for 


upscale ramen. Located 
in East Village and West- 
side New York, Ippudo, 
dubbed “ramen _ king”, 
gathers large crowds at 
peak lunch and dinner 
times at its upscale and 
modernized Japanese es- 
tablishment. Ippudo does 
not take reservations, but 
thankfully my party of 
seven was spared the fa- 
mously long wait, and led 
to a table. The service is 
fast and responsive, and 
our waitress was more 
than happy to explain the 
menu to us. 

For appetizers, we or- 
dered the Hirata Buns 
_ pork/chicken/veg- 
etable buns served with 
Ippudo’s spicy sauce and 
mayo. The pork buns con- 
sisted of luscious pieces 
of pork belly tucked in 
steaming, white flour 
buns. We each had two 
per person and they were 
gone the instant the dish 
hit the table. The Yamit- 
suki Goma Kyuri — Japa- 
nese cucumber seasoned 
with sesame-oil sauce — 
was refreshing and crisp, 
albeit a small portion for 


the price. My favorite ap- 
petizer was the Shiitake 
and avocado Pagoda-Age, 
which consisted of tem- 
pura-style shiitake mush- 
room and avocado served 
with matcha 


and yuzu 
salts. The tempura batter 
was perfectly done and 


the mushroom — simply 
melted in my mouth. 

Now to the main 
event — the ramen. The 
most popular choice on 
the menu, the Akamaru 
Modern, described as “a 
more bold, modern trans- 
lation of the original pork 
broth”, truly went beyond 
the hype. The thin noo- 
dles, miso paste, cabbage, 
mushrooms, scallions, 
garlic oil and pork chasu 
(pork belly) created a com- 
plex flavor that was unde- 
niably yummy and almost 
mind-blowing. The pork 
belly incredibly tender 
and savory, and the rich 
broth left my stomach sat- 
isfied. Portions are gener- 
ous, so think twice before 
you order extra noodles! 
Ippudo was a true 10/10, 
and a must-eat if you're 
ever in New York. 


COURTESY OF ARLO JAMROG VIA FLICKR 
The Akamaru Modern, Ippudo'’s most popular choice, is an innovative culinary twist on the ramen dish. 


Noteworthy Events 


Chinese New Year Festival 


SHEEPBACKCABIN VIA FLICKR 


12 p.m. 


| burritos in 


Ek oeniatieat 


By SALLY HWANG 
Your Weekend Editor 


During winter, ev- 
eryone on the East Coast 
seems to go into hiberna- 
tion. Bundled into blanket 
front of our 
computer screens, we min- 
imize time spent outside 


| (both outside the building 


and out of our beds), wait- 
ing out the harsh cold. As 
someone from Southern 
California, where winter 
is merely a few rainy days 
of 60 degrees, this sudden 
drop of activity is a bit 


| weird to me. So, assuming 
| the cold wouldn’t be that 


| that included many 


bad, I decided to take a trip 


| to New York in the middle 
| of January. I have never 


underestimated the cold so 
much in my life. 

But, I discovered that 
there are many ways to en- 


jov New ‘York even when | 


it’s snowing and 20 degrees 
outside the whole time. 

My friends and | 
tweaked our trip from 
a rather touristy agenda 
out- 
side activities like visiting 
Central Park and The High 
Line in Chelsea to a com- 
pletely foodie plan with 
lots of recommended (and 
indoor) restaurant stops. A 


4 p.m. 


Sunday, Feb. 2 
Walters Art Museum 


The year 2014 is also the Year of the 
Horse! Come join the Baltimore commu- 
nity in celebrating the Chinese New Year 
at the Walters this Sunday. The free festival 
will feature performances by the Baltimore 
Chinese School and our own Hopkins Lion 
Dance Troupe. There will also be a special 
Animals in Asian Art Tour at 2:30 p.m. in 
the Hackerman House, which houses the 
museums Asian Art collection. The festi- 


snowball fight in Central 
Park or the view of the city 
from The High Line simply 
was not worth the frozen 


extremities. 
We first checked into 
our hilariously cheesy 


hotel, aptly named Yotel 
and decorated in a groovy 
style, complete with an 
all-white and purple color 
scheme, oddly shaped 
couches and hip elevator 
music. After admiring the 
beautiful winter view and 
enjoying some time with- 
out 50 layers of clothing on, 
we headed out. 

For dessert, we visited 
the famous Schmackary’s 
in Hell’s Kitchen, which 
is said to offer New York’s 
best cookies. Be warned, 
it will be packed on a 
weekend night but the 
line moves relatively fast, 
and most people buy their 
cookies! ‘and ‘leave 
diately. The flavors are not 
particularly crazy, though 
they do offer special sea- 
sonal ones. 

Their cookies certainly 
did not disappoint and 
were just as delicious and 
savory as they were hyped 
up to be. I was able to try 
both more savory flavors 
like red velvet and classic 


chocolate chip as well as. 


mme- —~ 


KSOO.COM 


BALTIMORE ORIOLESMLBCOM 
Orioles FanFest 2012 (left); The Griot's Eye Youth Film Festival (right). 


COURTESY OF THELULIFE.COM 
Schmackary’s is a well- known New York cookie shop started by Zachary Schmahl located in Hell's Kitchen. 


(old winter trip to New York ts worth it 


their lighter flavors like the 
seasonal cranberry dream. 
However, I would recom- 
mend going a bit earlier in 
the day for fresher cookies 
and a better selection (they 
run out of popular flavors 
by the end of the day). 

We spent much of the 
next day in the Museum 
of Modern Art (MOMA), 
conveniently located next 
to the Avenue of Ameri- 
cas where heroes in yellow 
sweaters, known as_ the 
Halal Guys, brave the cold 
to man their carts. 

Despite the cheap cost 
and style of service, their 
halal food is rightly known 
as a New York essential. 
Their platters contain a 
satisfying, savory mix- 
ture of meats and special 
white sauce with portions 
big enough for anyone, no 


and decide to try some ha- 
lal, make sure to find a place 
indoors to eat beforehand. 

Though New York 
might be a bit too chilly in 
the winter for any first-tim- 
ers who want to see typical 
touristy places like Cen- 
tral Park or Times Square, 
there’s still plenty to do 
indoors that makes the trip 
worth it. 


COMEDY WORKS.COM 
Bill Cosby performs (left); Comedian Brad Williams performs (right). 


RFLEWISMUSEUM.ORG 


matter how hungry. 
Tf vou "id eddie 


val will also offer art activities for younger 
children in the Family Art Center and lob- 
by areas. 


A reptile display from the Repticon held in Tampa, Florida this past summer. 


Calendar 


Baltimore Symphony: Chaplin’s 
Back! (Meyerhoff Symphony Hall) 


Repticon 
10 a.m. —5 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. | 
Timonium Fairgrounds at Maryland State 
Fairgrounds 


1/30 


Bill Cosby (The Music Center at 
Strathmore) 


; Brad Williams (Baltimore Comedy 
Repticon brings a wide variety of differ- Factory) 
ent reptiles to Maryland in a fun, interac- 
tive two-day convention held at Timonium 
Fairgrounds, just a bit north of Baltimore 
Visitors can attend presentations on beard- 
ed dragons, leopard geckos and ball python 
breeding throughout both Saturday and 
Sunday. Tickets are $15 for adults for both 
days, $10 for adults for one day and $5 for 
kids 5-12 years old. The convention includes 
various exhibitors and vendors, including 
local Maryland vendors. For any reptile 
fans, Repticon is a must-see. 


Baltimore Rock Opera Society 
Presents: Bro-Down (The Windup 
Space) 


Orioles FanFest (Baltimore Con- 
. vention Rented 


The Griot’s s Eye Youth Film é & Cul 
ture Festival (Museum of Mary- 
land African A penitan Eistaty. 
and Culture) — 


WEB1JOHNSHOPKINS.EDU/~LIONDANCE |. 
The a Honthe Lion Dance zou practices its traditional form. 
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An-My Le contrasts Intersession 2014 celebrates a decade of stand-up 


machines and nature 


By AAFIA SYED 
Kor The \e ws-Lette i 


The Baltimore Museum 
f Art (BMA) (completely 
free to all of its visitors and 
essentially on our very 
own campus) is now home 
to a new exhibition — a se- 
ries of 21 photographs by 
the renowned An- My Le, 
a Vietnamese-born Ameri- 
can photographer. The ex- 
hibition began on Oct. 16 
and will continue to be on 
display in the Front Room 
of the BMA until Feb. 23. 

An-My Le immigrated 
to the United States with 
her family in 1975 as a 
political refugee; her ex- 
perience during the final 
years of the war in Viet- 
nam spurred her inter- 
ested in investigating 
and capturing this time 
period. She uses large- 
format photography and 
often black and white film 
in order to examine war 
and uncover its multiple 
layers. Her series, Small 
Wars (1999 -2002), show- 
cases moments during a 
re-enactment of the war 
in Vietnam, which takes 
place in Virginia and 
North Carolina. 

Through shades _ of 
gray, she depicts the nu- 
ances of the military 
world across various set- 
tings, the details of the 
scene surrounding more 
conventionally _ interest- 
ing moments of combat, 
rather then highlighting 
combat and violence in a 
Hollywood-esque fashion. 

In addition to this, 


while most depictions of 
war capture the attention 


of their viewer through 
shock by 
images, 


using violent 
An-My Le’s pho- 
tographs can be observed 
and pondered for a lon- 
ger period of time, rather 
than forcing the viewer 
to look away. She believes 
that “looking away” leads 
to an indifference toward 
War, since those who 
cannot relate to the im- 
age can easily disconnect 
themselves from it. An- 
My Le hopes to keep the 


museum-goers eyes on 
her photographs, physi- 


cally connecting them to 
the image in a comfortable 
way before asking them 
to understand the image, 
which is often a difficult 
feat to accomplish regard- 
ing depictions of war. 
An-My Le considers 
herself to be a landscape 
photographer; it is evi- 
dent through observation 
of her photographs that 
she intends to juxtapose 


the strength of the natu- | 


ral world with the metal- 


lic strength of man-made | 


machines. The viewer is 
forced to consider these 
two forms of power and 
their relationship to one 
another, rather than mere- 
ly focusing on the enemy 
countries as two opposing 
forces, which mainstream 
media already often en- 


courages. Ironically, An- | 
My Le combats this; her 
photography takes the 


viewer to a deeper level of 
war and the ideas it encom- 
passes, beyond the super- 
ficial surface where sides 
must be chosen. 
The Front Room of the 
Ser AN-MY LE, pace B5 
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An-My Le rejects the popular notion of choosing sides on a battlefront. 


| ful 


| the fun- 


} course 


By AUBREY ALMANZA 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


The highly acclaimed 
intersession course The 
Stand-Up Comic in Society 
celebrated its tenth annual 
Friday, Jan. 
24. Friends of the comedi- 
ans and course alumnae 
crowded into Shriver Hall 
ready to be entertained by 
their newly-trained peers. 

Instructor and showcase 
host Adam Ruben kicked 
off the night by briefly in- 
troduc- 
ing the 
course’s 
history. 
Ruben 
— at the 
time a 
hope- 
biol- 
ogy PhD 
candi- 
dtaytre 
con- 
ceived 
the class 
in 2005. 
Upon 
propos- 
ing the 
course’s 
design 
to Hop- 
kins’s 
admin- 
istration, 


showcase on 


nyman 
added 
“in So- 
ciety” 
to the 


title as a 
means 
of fool- 
ing the 
University into believing 
his syllabus included socio- 
logical discourse. The class 
was approved and, needless 
to say, its academic pretense 
went unchanged. 

Each year, Ruben’s ap- 
prentices prepare to per- 
form by taking field trips 
to local comedy clubs and 
reviewing footage of the 


For their final assessment, 1 


best and worst comics in 
the After only 
18 days of research and re 
hearsal, 
livers a concise routine toa 


business. 
every student de- 


live audience. 
One 
guides the students in draft 
ing: any topic is fair game. 
Ruben warned 
members that the 


established rule 


audience 
ro ykies 


could cover any subject and 


use any word. As promised, 
the mere 16 performers man- 
aged to cover 
pregnancies, 


unplanned 


drug abuse 


and gay sex. Providentially, 
it is this lewd material that 
draws the Hopkins student 
body year after year. 
Teaching assistant and 
2012 graduate Blake Bar- 
nett opened the lineup 
with a four-minute set. 
Barnett amused the audi- 
ence by discussing the mis- 
representative Paleo diet, 


would more accu- 
rately consist of poisonous 


which 


red berries, fish carcasses 
and deceased cavemen 

Randy Bell followed 
suit, telling the story of 
how one untimely sneeze 
resulted in his needing a 
pregnancy test from Dive 
UniMini employees. 
Although the fifth-year 
masters aspirant guar- 
anteed that happy grad 
students do not exist, Bell 
appeared delighted to per- 
form. 


ing 


GUI HUBNER/PHOTOGRAPHY STAFF 
6 rookie students each performed a four-minute long comedy routine in Shriver Hall. 


Senior Wolfgang Al- 
ders trailed Teddy Lefkof, 
Eddy Kunkel and Brandon 
Block as the show’s sixth 
performer. Alders, an ar- 
cheology major, jokingly 
poked fun at his German 
ancestry with a descrip- 
tion of his dually jovial 
and grotesque family 
Christmases. 


Zach David cracked up 
the crowd with a few pro- 
found inquiries regarding 
the value of unconditional 
love, subconscious drive 
and retribution. 

Ultimate Frisbee player 
Will Cameron took the 
stage after John Paseur 
to contrast middle school 
and college dynamics. The 
freshman noted the stark 
differences in sleep sched- 
ules, hookups and drug 
use. 

Victoria Somerville of- 
fered a 
breath 
of fresh 
air as 
the first 
of only 
two fe- 
male 
comedi- 
ans. 

The 
hilar- 
ity con- 
tinued 
with 
Griffin 
Smiawie 
James 
Teas- 
ley and 
i nt 
Griffith. 
In full 
charac- 
ter as an 
affluent 
Cau- 
casian, 
Griffith 
Tis Cues 
viewed 
his cozy 
flatter 
place, 
multiple 
yachts 
and travels abroad. 

The Princeton native 
possessed impeccable wit 
and kept the audience 
roaring with his descrip- 
tion of Moroccan goats in 
trees. The “Queen of Eng- 
land” proved to be one of 
the set highlights. 

Ryan Keenan, similar 
See STAND-UP COMIC pace B5 
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Middle Earth is exploited as The Hobbit fails to impress 


The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug does not deserve to stand alone 


‘m going to be rather 

critical in this re- 

view, so before I be- 

gin properly, I'm go- 

ing to get a crucial 
point out of the way early 
on: I love this movie. More 
than that, I love each and 
every one of the Middle- 
Earth movies that director 
Peter Jackson has made. 
They are fantastically put 
together, very well writ- 
ten and do an excellent job 
crafting an entire world. 
They also invest audiences 
in the characters, which is 
crucial. In short, they are 


great films; don’t ever get 
that wrong. 

That being said, this 
film is in desperate need of 
some tough love, and Pe- 
ter Jackson is long overdue 
for some well-earned criti- 
cism. 

Mr. Jackson, please, let 
Middle Earth rest. 

The Hobbit: The Desola- 
tion of Smaug is the sec- 
ond entry into Jackson’s 
cinematic retelling of The 
Hobbit. As this sequel picks 
up immediately where the 
previous film left off, there 
will be slight spoilers for 


Loni Love delivers laughs and shows heart 


By ROBERT POWERS 
For 7he News-Letter 


Last week, at 
Magooby’s Joke 
House — Maryland’ Be 
Comedy Club in Ti- 
monium —a delight- 
ful Loni Love head- 
lined a sassy set of 
material to a nearly 
packed house. 

She gave a show ~ 
that would have of- 
fended, were she in 
a different city, but 
the people of Bal- 
timore thankfully 
know how to take a 
joke. 

After the . open- 
ing acts, she entered 
proudly, dancing 
and singing “It’s Fri- 
day Night” before 
abruptly _ stopping — 
and calling out the 
weather as being 


spectful” for a up that she was there to 


her weave. 


She scanned the crowd 


“representing her people.” 
She told a very serious 


-WWWBITECA 
Comedion Loni Love joked about her weight, race and friends at a recent show in Maryland. 


“disre- and assured that audience ie about an overweight 
be man she saw slipping and 


falling over himself trying 

to help the plane off the 
iced-over TARMAC 
at BWI airport. 

Her _ Baltimore 
friends invited her 
to a veggie barbe- 
cue. This comment 
was not phrased 
as a joke, but Love 
laughed relentlessly. 

Love made clear 
that she strongly 
dislikes Paula 
Deen. “Paula Deen 
kills fat people.” 

She said she once 
saw Paula demon- 
strate how to prop- 
erly fry a twinkie. 
According to Loni, 
Deen should back 
down because “A 
twinkie is good on 
it’sown!” 

When the audi- 

-ence’s food was 
served, Love 
SEE LONI LOVE, pace B4 


the first film on. If you wish 
to avoid them, please skip 
down to the paragraph be- 
ginning with “While this 
sounds. . .” 

The film portrays the 
exploits of our hobbit hero, 
Bilbo Baggins (Martin Free- 
man), and an entourage 
of dwarves as they jour- 
ney to reclaim the Lonely 
Mountain, 


that in practice, it really 
isn’t. This movie is padded 
to an unbelievable extent. 
Director Peter Jackson 
drew heavy criticism when 
he revealed that he was 
splitting The Hobbit into 
three films, and rightfully 
so. On its own, the book 
upon which it is based is 
shorter than any single 
installment 


the dwarves’ Flashframe of the Lord 
treasure-trove of the Rings 
home, which [: . trilogy. Jack- 
has been taken Film Reviews son _ justifies 
over by a mas- this decision 
sive dragon by _ insisting 
named Smaug. that he would 
The film be- be including 
gins with Bilbo material from 
feperine to ashe works of 

e company olkien, name- 
that they are ly appendices 
still being pur- from Return 
sued by the of the King, 
Ore band of to give more 


Azoc the Defil- 
er, from whom 
they narrowly evaded 
death at the end of the pre- 
vious film. 

Pressing onward, the 
company moves through 
Mirkwood forest, _ still 
suffering from a plague 
of dark magic. Wizard 
Gandalf (lan McKellan) 
departs the party to in- 
vestigate the cause of the 
plague, based on a tip he 
received in the first film. 
Left to fend for them- 
selves, the dwarves are 
left to face killer spiders, 
hostile elves seeking the 
mountain’s treasure for 
themselves, the social and _ 
economic woes of a port 
city, and of course, the — 
dragon itself. 

While this sounds like 
a lot of material to fit into 


one film, let me assure you ~ 


lim Freborg 


backstory for 
the film. 

In An Unexpected Jour- 
ney, this works rather well. 
The film felt like a genu- 
ine prequel to The Lord of 
the Rings, delving into far 
“more intricacies than were 
actively portrayed in the > 
novel. 

This film doesn’t ‘rie 
as well. While elements of 
this still exist (admittedly, 
Gandalf’s exploits in the 
film are very cool), most 
of this film doesn’t need to 
exist. ane 

There is little reason for 
scenes, such as the Barrel 
ride chase, to be as long 
as : they are (this particular 
chase is over thirty min- 
utes). While they increase 
the action element in the 
film, they slow down the 
progress of the plot to an 
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The Hobbit’s ending displeases viewers Baltimore Museum of Art 
spotlight: Alison Saar 


THE HOBBIT From B3 
unbearable degree. Any 
progress or continuance 
of the story is lost amid 
confused screaming, 
CGI flare and acrobatics. 
Similar happen 
multiple times through- 
out the film, and each 
time, they grind the plot 
to a halt. 

But there are 
things in the film than the 
action scenes. Like the non- 


chases 


worse 


elements: the diplomacy 
between the dwarves and 
elves, fending off spiders 
in Mirkwood forest, Gan- 
dalf discovering not only 


the source of The Lord 
of the Rings’ notorious 
Black Riders, as well as 


the source of Mirkwood’s 
curse. These scenes will 
ensure that audiences are 
at no loss for great story 
elements. The only issue 


is that they are meshed 


that begins to overtake 
him the closer he gets to 
the mountain. 

The newcomer who 
steals the show, however, 
is Benedict Cumberbatch, 
who assumes the voice of 
the dragon, Smaug. His 
performance will give 
audiences chills, and the 
scenes with the dragon are 
easily the best in the film. 

The cinematography in 
the film is controversial at 


ter term, nauseating. While 
this reviewer did not expe- 
rience this, some audiences 
have reported seasickness, 
even if only seeing the film 
in 2D. 

The musical score is 
beautiful. Composer and 
conductor Howard Shore 
has never disappointed 
with his work in Jackson’s 
films, and he delivers yet 
again. 

He captures the feel of 


action grand 
scenes, quests 
which A il. id 
either battles, 
act as as_ well 
“pilot as_ the 
dumps,” quieter 
with mo - 
char- ments 
acters o f 
spout- peace 
ing off i n 
expo- equal 
sition, mea - 
or are sures of 
spent SLeats 
intro ness. 

ducing This 
new plot [Sy atl 
points ie angie 
an ed pres 
char- sive 
acters. movie. 
Most of ee ay 
these charac- 
pal 1Ont ters are 
points strong; 
gst ard COURTESY OF 3XZVIA FANPOP its act- 
char - _ Despite thrilling dragon sequences and outstanding acting, 7he Hobbrt fails to justify its reason for film production. i n g 
acters, is su- 
while very cool, don’t go between far too many best. Jackson filmed The perb; its music is fantastic; 
any where. drawn-out sequences of Hobbit in extremely high it’s visually beautiful; its 


But all of these plot is- 
sues all have to culminate 
in something eventually. 
And that culmination — or 
the ending — is the film’s 
biggest flaw. I won’t spoil 
it, but audiences will be left 
unsatisfied and upset to 
say the least. It’s a rare oc- 
casion to see a movie and 
hear someone shout “oh, 
you've got to be kidding!” 
when it ends. It’s even rar- 
er to hear multiple people 
shout it. 

However, when they do 
matter, and when the plot 
does exist and progress, 
it does so beautifully. For 
all of the flaws in the plot 
and its padding, it does 
have remarkably strong 


unnecessary padding. 
Speaking of the char- 
acters, I will give credit 
where it is due. The film 
is fantastically cast, and 
beautifully acted. Big 
players like Freeman 
and McKellan continue 
to bring their “A-game,” 
portraying their charac- 
ters with aplomb. Other 
players, like Richard Ar- 
mitage, who plays leader 
of the company Thorin 
Oakenshield, bring a very 
deep and emotional edge 
to the film. Armitage gives 
his character the traits of 
nobility, honor and cour- 
age while weaving in his 
ambition and ends-justify- 
means sense of revenge 


definition and at 48 frames 
per second. What this 
means in layman’s terms 
is that the film looks fan- 
tastically real, which can, 
surprisingly, be a bit of an 
issue; everything looks so 
picture perfect and clear 
that it actually begins to 
look fake. While not a huge 
issue, it may be off-putting 
to some audiences. Also, 
while Jackson has always 
been known for huge, 
broad and sweeping shots, 
this film is no exception. 
However, with the vastly 
improved visual quality 
and the slightly faster pace 
of the shots in this film, the 
visual pace of the film can 
be a little, for lack of a bet- 


plot, where it comes into 
play, is engaging and en- 
tertaining. 

The one standout prob- 
lem is that this is a very 
good film that doesn’t 
need to exist; 
have just as easily been 


By AUBREY ALMANZA 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Hanging in the corner 
of the Baltimore Museum 
of Art (BMA) Contempo- 
rary Wing's Figuration 
Room is a nude female fig- 
ure. The sculpture, titled 
Strange Fruit, is bound at 
the ankles and dangles 
precariously from a ceil- 
ing beam. In stark con- 


trast to the minimalist 
white room, the violent 
portrayal of this dark 


figure instantly captures 
one’s attention. Visitors 
can be found circling the 
piece, questioning Alison 
Saar the message con- 
veyed by her disturbing 
work of art. 
Seemingly 
for a creative life, sculptor 
Alison Saar was engrossed 
in fine art starting in her 


destined 


| early childhood. Born to 


an art conservator father 
and artist mother, Saar 
grew up frequenting mu- 
seums, reading art books 
and watching its formation 
firsthand. As a teenager, 
Saar aided her father’s 
restoration efforts and re- 
alized the importance of 
durable mixed mediums. 
Saar later mastered in both 
African and fine art while 
attending university. 

The Los Angeles, Ca- 
lif. native focuses her en- 
ergy on a diverse range of 
African, Caribbean and 


| Latin American cultural 


it could ‘| 


gutted of its padding. Ad- | 
ditionally, it had its rela- | 


tive plot points added to 
the end and beginning of 
the first and third films, 
respectively. There just 
isn’t enough to justify The 
Hobbit: The Desolation of 
Smaug being its own film. 

You do excellent work, 


themes. The Baltimore 
Museum of Art is fortu- 
nate enough display her 
intriguing commentary 
on America’s treatment 
of blacks -particularly 
women — in the form of 
Strange Fruit. 

The piece’s title overtly 
alludes to the 1939 Bil- 


lie Holiday song (also: 


named “Strange Fruit”) in 
which Holiday describes 


| mob lynching. The lyr- 


Peter Jackson, but please, | 


let Middle Earth rest. 


Overall rating: 3.5/5 


Chelsea Lately comedian visits Maryland 


LONI LOVE From B3 
screamed at everyone in 
the crowd for eating in 
front of her. 

She praised the work of 
fellow comic personality 
Ellen Degeneres: “Keep on 
licking, girl. You like to eat, 
I like the meat.” 

She tried to eat the mi- 
crophone, but it looked to 
be too big for her to han- 
dle. 

She thinks Baltimor- 
eans are great people but 
is unsure she can for- 
give them for “taking all 
the air, causing climate 
change.” 

“Why are there no 
young pictures of Morgan 
Freeman?” she ponders. “Is 
he an alien? Was he born 
60?” 

She talked at brief about 
working with Chelsea 
Handler on Chelsea Lately 
(weeknights at 11 p.m. on 
the E! network). She was 
there since Day 1 and has 


Love performed with sass and genuine heart. 


no problem confirming 
Chelsea as the lush that 
she mysteriously denies — 
“but no dark liquor.” 

Loni says, “Chelsea a 
bitch, but I love her.” 

She showed us a per- 
sonal side that seemed 
genuine. She was a former 
engineer before her career 
in comedy. 

She said she likes her 
people so she begged the 
audience to return any 
Chevrolets bought in 1994. 

When her career was 
slow her agent tried to put 
her on Flava of Love. Don’t 
worry, she begged him to 
put her on Cops instead. 

By the show’s close, Loni 
Love proved to have heart. 
She started a joke about 
the troops, then twisted it 
and gave a heartfelt thanks 
instead. (In 2010, I saw her 
embrace her body type and 
strip naked for her charity 
for an entire taping of Chel- 
sea Lately.) 

In a very 
personal move 


that seemed 
to confuse 
the light- 
ing operator, 
she turned 
on the house 
lights for a 
good while 
and talked 


to audience 
members indi- 
vidually. She 
recognized 
every _ birth- 
day, and there 
were lots. 

She stole 
a girl's birth- 
day cupcake 
and delivered 
20 minutes of 
material before 


BITE.CA 


SS 


taking her first bite. 

She felt bad so she in- 
vited to take the birthday 
girl out to a strip club. 
The young girl declined 
and Loni Love, as she 
should have, scolded her 
harshly. 

She found a couple on 
their anniversary that had 
been married for 30 years. 
She ordered them birthday 
shots, and they all took 
one. Loni posted a picture 
of them holding hands 
onto her public Facebook 
page. 

The show ended, and 


people were allowed to go 
home after completing com- 
ment cards — but not before 
Loni made everyone sing “I 
Will Always Love You” with 
her. 

You can often see Loni 
Love on the roundtable at 
Chelsea Lately. She hosts 
the talk show The Real (to 
return this year) as well as 
Café Mocha. 

Her book is now in 
stores: Love Him or Leave 
Him: But Don't Get Stuck 
with the Tab. Or, you can al- 
ways follow her on Twitter:. 
@lonilove 


ics read: “Southern trees 
bear a strange fruit, blood 
on the leaves and blood 
on the root. Black bodies 
swinging in the south- 
ern breeze; strange fruit 
hanging from the poplar 
trees.” As the fixation on 
restoring white suprem- 
acy increased following 
the Civil War, so too did 
act of lynching — most 
commonly beset against 
black men. 

Yet, Saar focuses not on 
the male victim, but rather 
on the far less frequently 
targeted African Ameri- 
can woman. Like many of 
Saar’s sculptures, Strange 
Fruit was designed with 
ample breasts and curves, 
The nearly featureless 
face is adorned with red 
lipstick, signifying a fe- 
male distinction. The sub- 
tle leaf detailing along the 
stomach symbolizes the 
life attached to her navel. 
Central to the ambiguous 
figure’s female identity 
is the familiar body ges- 
ture. Viewers recognize 
the hand placement from 
none other than Botticel- 
li’s 1485 The Birth of Venus. 

Venus — often hailed 
as a symbol of modesty — 
has been literally turned 
upside-down in Strange 
Fruit. Lost is Venus’ un- 
blemished grace and pu- 
rity, and in its place is a 
being charred and _ bro- 
ken. In place of skin, Saar 
attached tin alloy scraps 
to symbolize the potential 
of disregarded entities to 
collectively join and cre- 
ate something not only 
strong but also poignant. 

Most intriguing is the 
keyhole at the center of 
Strange Fruit. The missing 
key insinuates that buried 
inside this dark, intimi- 


dating and clearly“violat- 


ed figure is something of 
value and worthy of pro- 
tection. 


AUBREY ALMANZA/PHOTOGRAPHY STAFF 
Strange Fruit speaks to the horrors inflicted upon African Americans. 
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STAND UP COMIC, rrom B3 
to Cameron before him, 
arrived with a large fan- 
base in tow. After quiet- 
ing his friends, Keenan 
refuted Irish stereotypes 
and related to the audi- 
ence by restating the last- 
resort nature of P]’s Pub 
where Keenan both 
loves and hates to work, 

Ruben saved the best 
for last, thus sophomore 
Matt Moores closed the 
show. Making his en- 
trance, Moores theatrical- 
ly threw aside the red cur- 
tain and cut to the chase. 
He kept the crowd in hys- 
terics with topics includ- 
ing coming out, sex and 
annoying girls. “That's 
right, clap away the lone- 
liness,” Moores sarcas- 
tically said after touch- 
ing on the drawbacks of 
single living. Moores en- 
tertained like a seasoned 
veteran and left audience 
members laughing as they 
exited the hall. 

Interested students can 
enroll in A Comic Stand- 
Up in Society when in- 
tersession 2015 dawns or 
show support by attend- 
ing the eleventh final 
show. 


Ihe . 


GUI HUBNER/PHOTO STAFF 
Students show comedic talents. 
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Oscar-nominated American Hustle entertains but fails to grip 


By AUBREY ALMANZA 


\rts & Entertainment Editor 


On Jan. 18, Director 
David O. Russell's Ameri- 
can Hustle brought home 
the Screen Actors Guild’s 
highly coveted outstand- 
ing cast award. Russell’s 
nonpareil cast outshined 
competitors including 


| Gravity stars George Cloo- 
| ney and Sandra Bullock, 


| extreme commitment 


| acter commitment. 


along with Chiwetel Ejio- 
for and Brad Pitt in 12 
Years a Slave. 

American Hustle argu- 
ably owes eclipsing fel- 
low frontrunners to on-set 
familiarity and the cast’s 
to 
character transformation. 
David O. Russell recycled 
four of his recent favorites 
in casting American Hustle, 
assembling Christian Bale 
and Amy Adams from The 
Fighter with Bradley Coo- 
per and Jennifer Lawrence 
of Silver Linings Playbook. 
While Alfonso Cuaron’s 
Gravity for the first time 
partnered Clooney and 
Sandra, American Hustle 
wisely salvaged previously 
established chemistry. 

Costar fraternity is re- 
sponsible for only half of 
American Hustle’s edge, 
however. More noteworthy 


is the cast’s unrivaled char- 
Cha- 


Photography exhibit takes 
unique look at warzones 


AN-MY LE, From B3 

of the Baltimore Mu- 
seum of Art consists of her 
most recent work, a series 
titled Events Ashore, which 
she began in 2005. Interest- 
ingly enough, this series 
is composed of color im- 
ages rather than black and 
white photography. 

The content of the im- 
ages ranges from mili- 
tary personal training to 
performing surveillance 
to peacekeeping to car- 
rying out humanitarian 
missions — none of them 
involve actual combat or 
violence of any kind, just 
references to violence, tiny 
details hinting at the grue- 
some nature of war, whis- 
pering about its inherent 
contradictions without 
revealing any kind of spe- 
cific political agenda from 
the photographer herself. 

A favorite photograph 
of mine which can be 
found tin the Front Room 
is titled Target Practice 
(2005). I strolled into the 
Front Room with my 
friend, and I was immedi- 
ately drawn to one of the 
images on the wall oppo- 
site the entrance. I vaguely 
noticed my friend wander 
towards the left in my pe- 
ripheral vision, planning 
to see each photograph in 
_ order from start to finish, 
_ but this image pulled me 
towards itself. 

It was a photograph of 
five men, but in the back 
of my mind, I knew that 
something about this im- 
age wasn’t quite right. 
With each step, I became 


closer to the photograph, 
and its true content be- 
came clearer — the image 
was not simply of five sol- 
diers, it was of five soldiers 
setting up their human- 
shaped targets. 

From a distance, the 
targets cannot be seen or 
recognized simply due to 
how closely they resem- 
bled the soldiers in size 
and shape. As J stared at 
this photograph, I won- 
dered how the soldiers 
would feel if they could 
see themselves from 
where I was _ standing, 
from my point of view. I 
wondered if they had ever 
realized how similar they 
themselves were to the 
targets they shot, or the 
enemy soldiers they were 
training to fight against 
— if it had ever occurred 
to them that they them- 
selves were the target, not 
only in the eyes of enemy 
forces but also on a deep- 
er level pertaining to hu- 
manity. 

An-My Le’s series’ will 
be on display at the BMA 
for one more month; her 
exhibition is worth a visit 
to those who have an in- 
terest in contemporary 
photography, the power 
of images and moments 
in time or simply an inter- 
est in the complexity and 
depth of war. In addition 
to her work, the contem- 
porary wing of the BMA in 
itself is worth a visit, as it is 
currently full of incredibly 
diverse works of art, from 


Andy Warhols to Georgia 


O’Keefes. 


: 


| Aaron 
| faith 


‘as far 


COURTESY OF DOMILLE4EVE 
(L-R) Adams, Cooper, Renner, Bale and Lawrence star in the acclaimed American Hustle. 


meleon veteran Christian 
Bale gained a whopping 40 
pounds to better portray 
con artist Irving Rosenfeld. 
Sweetheart Amy Adams 
ditched her notoriously 
good-girl roles to instead 
depict cunning Sydney 
Prosser: the sidekick felon 
leading a double life. Ad- 
ams played her most com- 
plex role to date, undoubt- 
edly besting her similarly 
innocent roles as Princess 
Giselle from Enchanted, 
Julie Powell of Julie & Ju- 
lia and Man of Steels Lois 


Lane. Trans- 
forming into 
a retired 
stripper, 
mistress and 
emotion- 
ally drained 
fir eee 
earned Amy 
Adams _ her 
Best Actress 
Oscar nomi- 


nation. 
Though 
Adams is 
surely con- 
tending for 
her title, 
American 
Hustle will 
face much 
difficulty 
clutching 
“nn ae Best Origi- 
RVIA FANPOP nal Screen- 
play and 


Best Picture 

— two of 10 
Academy Award nomina- 
tions associated with the 
film. The film’s abundance 
of smooth wit, crude hu- 
mor and (frankly absurd 
amount of) screen time de- 
voted to Adams’ cleavage 
simply do not outshine 12 
Years a Slave’s emotionally 
perturbing plot. 

American Hustle is enter- 
taining — thanks in part to 
Jennifer Lawrence’s deliv- 
ery as a wisecracking and 
unstable drunkard — yet 
lacks the moving, human- 
istic elements brought to 


the table by director Steve 
McQueen. 

When the 
two historically-based pro- 


com pa ring 


ductions, 12 Years a Slave 
addresses the degradation 
of human dignity during 
pre-Civil War America by 
strictly adapting the mem- 
oir of negro Solomon Nor- 
thup. American Hustle, by 
contrast, often strays from 


the factual proceedings of 


Abscam: an FBI sting op- 
eration conducted in the 
late 1970s. 
Most 
David O. Russell's failure 


unfortunate is 


to make clear the pivotal 
role of the district attor- 


ney. Viewers walk away 
humored with a vague 
understanding of the con- 
troversial operation but 
nothing Best Original 


Screen play wort hy. 


COURTESY OF KARINACULLEN VIA FANPOP 
Despite character commitment, American Hustle did not prove moving. 


The work of Charles Dickens receives a modern twist 


| By ALLI GRECO 


\rts & Entertainment Editor 


Dec. 14 marked the pre- 
miere of A Christmas Carol - 
The Concert on PBS stations 
nationwide. Charles Dick- 
ens‘s perennial ghost story 
of Ebenezer Scrooge gets 


‘a modern makeover as a 


multi-musical-style concert 
for a live audience. 

Many people are most 
familiar with traditional 
performances of A Christ- 
mas Carol and the plot of 
the tale itself. It tells of the 
miserly Scrooge (Michael 

Lindner), whose 
in Christmas has 
waned. Three ghosts of 
Christmas (Kyle Scatliffe) 
lead Scrooge around town 
to such places as Fezzi- 
wig’s Ball, the home of his 
clerk, Bob Cratchit (Scott 
Coulter), and even his 
own gravestone. By. the 
end, Scrooge’s faith in the 
holiday is restored, to the 
amazement of Cratchit. 

The PBS version takes 
this basic foundation and 
shakes things up, mak- 
ing for a magical, musical 
experience for kids of all 
ages. 

Most importantly, it is 
the brainchild of composer 
Bob Christianson, who lat- 
er teamed up with lyricist 
Alisa Hauser. Together, 
they brought this spectac- 
ular spectacle to | 
life. It was origi- 
nally filmed on 
stage for a live 
audience in Chi- 


cago, and then 
broadcast on 
PBS. 


In an e-mail 
to The News-Let- 
ter, Christianson 
describes the be- 
ginning stages 
of this project 
and how he and 
Hauser kept the 
show’s momen- 
tum going. 

“As of the 
time © [Hauser 
and J] started 
writing the 
show [in 2009], 
as we 
could ‘Google, 
there was no 
other version of 
the story that 
was quite like 
ours. This is an 
orchestral con- 
cert first. . It just 
happens to be 
telling a great 
story at the same 


time. It’s part stage play, 
part film score and part or- 
chestra concert.” 

Once this “hybrid con- 
cept,” play/musical/con- 
cert was settled on, the real 
challenged laid in rehears- 
ing. 

“As compared to re- 
hearsing for a straight play 
or a musical, we literally 
had just a few days (3-4) 
to rehearse and block the 
show. The actors had to 
show up at the first rehears- 
al pretty much knowing 
their _parts,”Christianson 
adds. 

He explains that most of 
the actors are established 
or up-and-coming theater 
stars, but itis amazing how 
such a feat was achieved 
with so tight a deadline. 

Despite this stress and 
uncertain schedule, Alisa 
Hauser was a very reliable 
and talented collaborator. 
Her lyrics and Christian- 
son’s imaginative score are 
a musical match made in 
heaven. 

“ve never had a col- 
laboration with a lyricist 
that was so totally pain- 
less. We didn’t argue about 
one thing during the whole 
process. We just seemed to 
get ‘into the zone’ early and 
never left. She’s a dream 
collaborator,” Christianson 
wrote. 

Judging by the resound- 


ing success of the show, 
their teamwork paid off. 
The actors are brilliant, but 
the music is so clearly the 
star of the show. : 

“No Trouble” is Chris- 
tianson’s favorite 
from the score. It is a qui- 
et melody with a hint of 
Broadway sung by Bob 
Cratchit and following 
the death of Tiny Tim. 
Its peaceful melody and 
heartfelt lyrics have a raw 
emotion that deeply con- 
nects with the audience. 

Similarly, “I Wear These 
Chains” is a clever, funny 
and bluesy tune in Act 
One shortly after Scrooge 
is visited by the ghost of 
Jacob Marley, his former 
partner. Marley laments 
of his former life and the 
subsequent burdens of 
his “ghost-hood.” Audi- 
ences probably would not 
expect the electric guitar 
and drums to make an 
appearance in the song, 
but thankfully, they do. 
They emphasize the blues 
and add a layer of funk to 
an otherwise traditional 
song. 

What really brings 
down the house, though, is 
the closing number, “God 
Bless Everyone,” when 
Scrooge’s positive trans- 
formation is complete. 
The song starts out with 
a mainly orchestral feel, 


song 


_ The classic: holiday tale A Christmas Caro/ underwent a hybrid upgrade into musical form with the help of 


eo armen) TIN Naa ee Ne 


loops into an appropriately 
celebration-like gospel an- 
them and then ends with 
a finale that could easily be 
mistaken for a Broadway 
musical’s. 

According, to Christian- 
son, the audience’s dynam- 
ic at this point was incred- 
ible. 

“When the audience 
gave us those incredibly 
long standing ovations, we 
knew that we had some- 
thing special. The audience 
connected with the story 
and the performers. It was 
pure magic.” 

Pure magic this show 
definitely is. Not only is the 
story of Scrooge endear- 
ing, but the artistic twists 
give to Dickens’s founda- 
tion also pave the way for 
a new Christmas tradition 
to be celebrated with each 
holiday season. 

As for the concert’s 
future, Christianson con- 
firms that it will air on 
PBS for two more years 
and that a tour is being 
planned. He hopes that 
the concert will eventu- 
ally be shown yearly on 
PBS. 

Visit www.achristmas- 
caroltheconcert.com for 
more information about 
the show or to purchase 
the PBS-DVD, original con- 
cept album, or the CD of 
the show on iTunes. 
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JHU’s LaCross Word 


By Shaun McGovern 


Solutions will be published in next week's issue! 
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Across 


1. Actor Christian 

5. Hopkins academic support group 
10. Hathaway or Boleyn 
14. Grad 
15. Accumulate over time 
16. With no ice, to a bartender 
17. End of vacation to-do, for some Blue Jays 
20. N.N.W.'s opposite 
21. Flying saucers: Abbr. 
22. Brass or pewter 
23. Actor Robert, with De 
24. Tarzan's love interest 
26. Ma d, under British rule 
29. First Norse God : 
30. B.L.C. alternative 
33. on the back 
34. Malevolent supernatural 
35. Verizon's rival: Abbr. 
36. Pre-semester goal, for most Blue Jaya 
40. Before. to a poet 
41. Barely beats 
42. Dynamic prefix 
43. To give, in Spanish 
44. Overwhelming defeat - 
47 Old peonle’s cub? ne 

‘SC 
48. oe 3, Coe 
52. Blu Blue Jay's ere mace perhaps 
. Blue Ja 

53. Baltimore's time zone: Abbr. 
56. estaba Palma to the goal in 36-Across 


60. Dro 
61. Gin ‘aan in French 


62. Tehran's country Ht 
— «63. "____ Enchanted" 
«64. ea d 
‘fs hag 


ar ptt = tet a0 


Pee 


PP RRA ae a ayaes 


Down 
1. PJ's and Maxie’s 51. Devil's work 
2. Common drink choices from 1-Down 52. Fit of irritation 
3. Peabody instrument, perhaps 53. To be, in French 
4. Australia’s largest bird 54. "Black " (2010 film) 
5. Saute 55. Many thousands, in weight 
6."___ tired” {common excuse) 57. Between birdie and boge 
7. Vietnam's neighbor 98. "___ Mine" (Beatles song 
8. Kosh B'Gosh 59. Kat (candy) 
9. Common Chinese food General 


10. Neighbor of 48-Across 
11. Young or Armstrong 
12. boy option 
line store featuring homemade or vintage 


18. Sista of complete destruction 
19. Warm Italian sandwhich 
23. * chance" 
24. Springs offground 
25. Kang suffix 
26. Angelou's "| Know Why The 
27. Peabody premise degree option — 
28. "See you then!" 
29. Francine’ hat, perhaps 
30. Alma 
31. Blizzard or hurricane 
32. Value system 
34. Unearthed 

" (1922 film) 


______ Bird Sings" 


$7, "Nos." 4 

38. Unpleasant smell 

39. Tamber's favorite 

45. Tacky 

46. __—siN'Seek 

47. "Hunger Games" dreaded wens 

48. eae Mutant Ninja Turtle 3 hangout 
re 3 

0. Conan arson qlass container 
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Medicaid expansion proves a useful safety net 


By JOEL PALLY 
Staff Writer 


The Affordable Care 
Act (ACA) is on Pace to be- 
come, if it hasn’t already, 
one of the most controver- 
sial pieces of legislation of 
our generation. 

The Supreme Court's 
upholding of the indi- 
vidual mandate and the 
botched initial rollout of 
healthcare.gov have not 
only left many resentful of 


Obamacare but have also 
rendered many unable to 
take advantage of its poten- 
tial benefits. Despite these 
formidable problems, there 
is one ACA insurance plan 
that is successfully enroll- 
ing millions of citizens 
around the country: Med- 
icaid. 

The Medicaid expansion 
represents a fundamental, 
although often overlooked, 
piece of the ACA strategy. 

Medicaid is a health 


insurance program spe- 
cifically targeted to low- 
income or disabled citizens 
and their families. While 
it is partially funded by 
the federal government, 
individual states provide 
up to half of the total in- 
surance funding. This is 
different from the other 
governmental insurance 
program Medicare, which 
is federally funded in full 
and only available to those 
over the age of 65. With the 


2m OHSU-EDU 
The recent Medicaid expansion, which covers people at 133% of the poverty line, will be funded by the ACA. 


ACA expansion, people up 
to 133% of the poverty line 
now qualify for Medicaid 
coverage. The ACA is also 
covering the vast majority 
of these expansion costs, 
starting with 100% cover- 
age in 2014-2015 and dip- 
ping down to 90% coverage 
in 2020 and beyond. 

The Medicaid expan- 
sion seems to relieve many 
insurance-related woes of 
those previously locked 
out of the governmental 
insurance plan. Many citi- 
zens below the 133% pov- 
erty level work low-wage 
jobs that do not offer any 
form of health insurance, 
requiring them to pay 
medical expenses out of 
pocket. Accidents and ill- 
nesses become extremely 
costly and_ stressful, 
these uninsured individu- 
als are required to pay bills 
they cannot cover on their 
own. 

Furthermore, many 
doctors, particularly spe- 
cialists, refuse to treat 
uninsured patients. Thus, 
many chronic diseases, 
such as diabetes, 


disease and _hyperten- 


heart | 


sion, go fully untreated | 


or significantly under- 

treated. | Unsurprisingly, 

many of these health care 
See MEDICAID, Pace B8 


Copycat friends may boost your performance 


By ALBERT HUANG 
Staff Writer 


We are social animals. 
Our social  surround- 


ings shape us in more 
ways than one. Those: we 
unwittingly 


choose or 


allow in our “cognitive 
neighborhood” can have 
tremendous. effects on 
our health, mentality and 
even personality develop- 
ment. Cognitive scientists 
at! Indiana University in- 
vestigating social learn- 
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Humans are naturally social beings who gravitate towards like minds. 


ing have unearthed yet 
another one of these social 
triggers, and it might catch 
you off guard. 

It is intuitive to imag- 
ine that the people around 
you might influence your 
own ambitions and world- 
ly outlook. The way this 
works, however, may sur- 
prise you. For instance, at 
Indiana University Bloom- 
ington, researchers found 
that surrounding yourself 
with copycats instead of 
innovators can _ provide 
you with a performance 
boost. 

Innovation is a prized 
trait, and big names in 
society are often associ- 
ated with the term. To be 


called an imitator certain- | 


ly sounds less flattering in 


a society where ideas can | 


be profitably patented. At 
the same time, the two can 
be confused and greatly 
misunderstood. 

Imitators look at exist- 
ing solutions and then 
introduce their own ad- 
aptations, building on 
top of the original work. 


Primates gesture to convey direction 


By JOSHUA SCARALIA 
Staff Writer 


A newcomer named 
ISON is paying a visit to 
Hopkins. “Excuse me, but 
I am lost. Could you di- 
rect me to Hodson Hall?” 

Regardless of the par- 
ticulars, we have all heard 
this line before. The all 
too familiar request for 
directions is often met 
with an answer, a nice 
“thank you,” and an ami- 
cable parting between the 
two parties. But what if 
the directions were from 
a chimpanzee? 

This reality is not as 
far-fetched as it may 
seem. Researchers at the 
Georgia State University 
Language Research Cen- 
ter recently discovered 
that primates, much like 
humans, are able to direct 
each other to specific loca- 
tions through gestures. 

In their study of pri- 
mate-directing _ ability, 


_ the researchers hid food 


in a large room and let a 
chimpanzee know the lo- 


cation of the stash. A hu- 


= 
4 


man was then introduced 
into the room and the re- 
searchers observed how 
the chimpanzee revealed 
knowledge of the food lo- 
cation. The location was 
always unknown to the 


\ ‘ , 
Non-human primates can lead conspecifics to known 


human subject and over 
10 meters from the en- 
trance site. Despite these 
communication .__chal- 
lenges, the chimpanzee 
directed the human to the 
Set NAVIGATION, Pace B8 


PITTSTATE.EDU 
resource locations. 


Innovators discard the 
original entirely for an 
idea or solution without a 
legacy foundation. Much 
of the “innovation” that 
might traditionally pop 
up in your mind when 
you think of the word, is 
likely a form of imitation. 
To imitate is to contribute 
to the cultural memory of 
our species. The concept of 
cultural evolution, where 
SeE COPYCATS, pace B8 
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Uncontrollable cell division is a hallmark of cancer development. 


Hopkins locates hidden 


as | 


cancer-fighting agent 


By KELLY CARTY 
Science & Technology Editor 


Meet BMH-21. This little 
studied molecule has been 
hiding in a library of po- 
tential anticancer agents, 
successfully evading the 
pipettes and petri dishes of 
cancer researchers. 

However, thanks to a 
study published by Johns 
Hopkins University * re- 
searchers in the January 
2014 issue of Cancer-Cell, 
this low-key identity is 
about to change. According 
to the study, BMH-21 can 
stop the uncontrollable di- 
vision of cancer cells, there- 
by impeding a _ tumor’s 
ability to grow and spread 
throughout the body. 

BMH-21 disrupts cancer 
cell division by acting on 
the RNA Polymerase (POL 
1) pathway. Normally, this 
pathway allows cells to 
transcribe DNA. This initi- 
ates the process by which 
genetic information is con- 
verted to a form that can 


| be understood and utilized 


by the host cell. 

While this process 
is vital to all cells, mu- 
tated genes can hijack it, 
prompting the cellular 
communication that leads 
to unnecessary DNA rep- 
lication. This duplication 
process invariably leads to 
uncontrolled cell division, 
the hallmark of cancer. 
Thus, by disrupting the 
POL 1 pathway, BMH-21 
can impede a cancer cell’s 
ability to replicate and can 
therefore stop tumor cell 
growth. 

The team of researchers 
that conducted the study 
found BMH-21 through 
a screen of compounds 
thought to have anticancer 
activity. These compounds, 
first identified as potential 
anticancer agents through 
their chemical structures 
and cellular capabilities, 
were tested for biological 
activity on the National 
Cancer Institute’s collec- 
tion of 60 human tumor 
cell lines. 

See CANCER, pace B8 
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Google Glass enables users to take high quality photographs and videos that may compromise copyright laws. 


Pirates celebrate the advent of “Glass 


By SUNNY CAI 
Staff Writer 


Walk down any street 
and you are likely to see 
packs of pedestrians glued 
to smartphone screens. Sit 
down at any restaurant 
and you are likely to see 
droves of diners sacrific- 
ing interaction with their 
neighbors to focus on their 
smartphones. Nowadays, 
you would think carrying 
a smartphone is as essen- 
tial as wearing a shirt and 


a pair of pants. In fact, this 


level of attachment may 
necessitate an invention 
that allows people to wear 
their smartphones as ac- 
cessories. — 

Luckily, Google is al- 
ready on this road of in- 
novation. Almost a year 
ago, developers at Google 
revealed the Google Glass, 
a futuristic pair of glasses 


that has many of the fea- 
tures and capabilities of a 
smartphone. Users wear 
the Google Glass just as 
they would a pair of pre- 
scription eyeglasses. Us- 
ing the controls on the 
sides of the Google Glass, 
wearers can project a vir- 
tual screen in front of 
their eyes and perform 
many smartphone-related 
tasks, such as checking 
the weather and reply- 
ing to emails. Among the 
Google -Glass’s — smart- 
phone features is a 720p 
HD camera, which allows 
Google Glass users to take 


high-quality photos and 


videos. While this could 
be a useful tool in daily 
life, this camera reveals 
some legal issues that the 
Google Glass may create: 
For example, some mali- 
cious moviegoers could 
use the Google Glass’s 


“a 


video-recording capabili- 
ties for illegally recording 
and subsequently pirating 
movies. 

On January 18, an un- 
named Google Glass user 
visited an AMC movie 
theatre in a Columbus, 
Ohio mall to watch the 
film Jack Ryan: Shadow 
Recruit with his wife. Al- 
though the man regularly 
attends movies, this par- 
ticular experience was 
unforgettable. In an in- 
terview conducted by The 
Gadgeteer, the man recalls 
that, about an hour into 
the film, a security offi- 
cer came up to his seat, 
yanked the Google Glass 
off of his face, and brought 
him outside the theatre. 
Once outside, the Google 
Glass user was promptly 
greeted by a mob of cops 
accusing him of illegally 

See GOOGLE, pacEB8 
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Google Glass may Increase movie piracy 


Movie pirates can better hide their < 


GOOGLE, From B7 


taping the film. After re- 
peatedly insisting that he 
had turned his Google 


Glass off before the film 
started, and thus was not 
illegally taping the film, 
the man was. searched. 
His mobile phone 
confiscated. The man and 
his wife were taken into 
two separate rooms of the 
management office in the 
Columbus mall. The man 
was grilled by the federal 
service about his personal 
life and his motives for 
recording the film. After 
three and a half hours of 


was 


CDC.GOV 
ctivities with inconspicuous Glasses. 
threats and forceful in- 
terrogation, an FBI offi- 
cer finally connected the 


man’s Google Glass to a 
laptop, only to find noth- 
ing from the time period 
they accused the man of 
recording. For this en- 
tire disturbance, the only 
compensation the man re- 
ceived was two free movie 
from the Motion 
Picture Association of 
America he and_ his 
wife could see the movie 
again. 

Although this particu- 
lar moviegoer did not use 
his Google Glass to record 


passes 


sO 


the 


reveals 


movie, this anecdote 


the Google 
Glass could be used for pi- 
rating purposes 


how 


Perhaps 
this indicates that the rela- 
tionship between security 
and technology ' 
be remodeled. 


needs to 
At the mo- 
ment, most movie pirates 
bring camouflaged hand- 
held cameras into movie 
theatres. What an advance 
it is, then, to have the ul- 
timate camera camouflage 
of a pair of glasses. Once 
Google Glass is released to 
the public later this year, 
the possible proliferation 
of illegally recording films 
with Google Glass poses 
a major security threat 
to movie theatres nation- 
wide, as film pirating is 
considered a serious copy- 
right infringement issue 
dealt with by the Depart- 
ment of Homeland Secu- 
rity. 
However, as newfan- 
gled technological devices 
become more advanced 
and widespread, security 
forces cannot possibly 
confiscate every device 
they see simply because 
such devices have the 
potential to be used for 
malicious means. Secu- 
rity forces simply have 
neither the time nor the 
resources to question and 


investigate every user and 
device that enters a movie 
theatre. Imagine if, dur- 
ing a movie, security offi- 
cers stormed into a theatre 
and demanded that ev- 
eryone with an iPhone to 
be interrogated and their 
phones to be searched 
for evidence of recording 
the movie simply because 
iPhones s video- 
recording capabilities and 
thus have the potential to 
be used as illegal pirating 
devices. If such rampant 
raids did take place, they 
would not only be a gross 
intrusion of privacy but 
also a violation of Fourth 
Amendment rights. 

There is no doubt that 
new technological gadgets 
make people’s lives more 
convenient, efficient and 
fun. However, as techno- 
logical innovation pro- 
gresses through the 21st 
century, we must ensure 
our security remains in 
step. Particularly, I think 
we should ask ourselves 
the following question: 
How should we prevent 
criminals from _ using 
technological devices to 
achieve unlawful pur- 
poses while still allowing 
people to fully utilize and 


possess 


Normal 
cells 
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In normal cells, 
coll division 
eventually stops 
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BMH-21 shows promise for stunting tumor growth in many cancers. 


Novel therapy shuts 


down tumorigenesis 


CANCER, From B7 

BMH-21 arose as a dis- 
tinct compound of interest, 
as it worked better than 
some FDA approved drugs 
on melanoma and colon 
cancers. 

On the lab-grown hu- 
man tumor cell lines, BMH- 
21 appears to alter the POL 
1 transcription pathway 
through the activity of p53. 
This links the newly identi- 
fied anticancer agent to a 
well-researched tumor sup- 


| pressor gene. In normal cells, 


enjoy the capabilities of | 


new technology? 


Computer game shows value of Iriendly imitators 


COPYCATS, From B7 
our ideas and practices are 
inherited between genera- 
tions independent of ma- 
jor biological change, is 
generally associated with 
the human race. How- 
ever, non-human organ- 
isms appear to exhibit 
these characteristics too. 


HOMEPAGE.SMC.EDU 
Cliff swallows imitate their predecessors to exchange knowledge. 


The hunting behaviors of 
cliff swallows start with a 
single swallow’s success- 
ful identification of a bug 
swarm. It only takes one 
bee to find that resource- 
rich flower patch. There is 
something natural about 
using the successes of oth- 
ers as lessons for yourself 


or the betterment of soci- 
ety at large. 

This was demonstrated 
in a controlled style by 
Robert Goldstone, a profes- 
sor of psychology at Indi- 
ana University Blooming- 
ton, and Thomas Wisdom, 
an independent researcher, 
who co-wrote the paper 

“Social Learning Strategies 


in Networked Groups.” In ' 


this study on problem solv- 
ing, the researchers devel- 
oped a computer game 
dubbed Creature League 
to represent their problem 
space, a simpler version 
of some popular online 
games. 

The game involves a 
series of 24 or 48 creature 
icons, each with an asso- 
ciated point value, from 
which each player picks 
teams of five or six. The ob- 
jective is to increase your 
score by choosing differ- 
ent teams of creatures 
over 24 10-second rounds, 
using a scoring function 
unknown to the players. 


The participants are pit- 
ted against up to eight 
other players at a time. 
The game is designed to 
have millions of possibili- 
ties that are impossible to 
comprehensively explore 
ina single game. 

The players can choose 
creatures from a gallery, 
with no information about 
the ‘creatures “provided. 
This is the 
choice.” Alternatively, 
players can choose team 
members by copying crea- 
tures from other players’ 


teams, whose scores can be | 


seen. This is the “imitation 


‘choice.” 


From the results gath- 
ered, imitation provided 
score benefits, proving that 
the old phrase, 


tery” may hold some value. 
Next time someone rips off 
your mannerisms or steals 
your style, shake your fist 
at evolution. Or, just smile 
at the flattery — you might 
be getting something back. 


Grid cells in brain manage navigational knowledge 


NAVIGATION, FROM B7 

Where does our sense 
of direction come from? 

In August 2013, re- 
searchers from the Uni- 
versity of California, Los 
Angeles, Thomas Jeffer- 
son University, Drexel 
University and the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania 
answered this question 
by pinpointing the sense 
of direction in grid cells 
of the brain. These grid 


cells were discovered 
through a study in which 
participants played a 


videogame that required 
them to locate objects and 
bring them back to the 
original starting location. 
By mapping brain firings, 
the researchers identified 
grid cells that keep track 
of spatial location in a for- 
eign environment. 

And now for the most 
profound question facing 


_humanity: Why did the 


chicken cross the road? > 

In a 2007 study, re-. 
searchers from Frankfurt 
University showed that 
chickens, like migratory 
birds, have a directional 
system that relies on the - 
Earth’s magnetic field. In 
their study, the researchers — 
presented newly hatched 


chickens with a screen lo- 


cated at each cardinal di-- 
& aie north, ao east 


y 
i 


and west. Behind each 
screen was a ball. These 
chicks were trained to be- 


lieve that their mother was. 


located: behind the screen 
with a red ball. The red 
ball was always located 
behind the screen that 
corresponded with the 
northern position. After 


many rounds of training, 


the researchers changed 
the magnetic field so that 
the new north was located 
in the originally eastern 
direction. Surprisingly, 
the chickens avoided their 
original route and went 
to the screen located at 
the new north. This sug- 
gests that the chickens 
perceive direction based 
on the Earth’s magnetic 
field rather than spatial 
memory. 

Rats and humans, al- 
though not entirely de- 
pendent on the magnetic 
field, are also born with an 
innate sense of direction. 


‘In 2010, researchers and 


the University College 
London Institute of Be- 
havioural Neuroscience 
showed that the brain’s 
directional mapping sys- 
tem is divided into three 
distinct areas. These areas 
become active at different 
points of development. By 
studying the activity of 
rat faxeiny the research- 


* 


ers found that directional 
neurons activate directly 
after birth. Location neu- 
rons activate over the next 
couple of days. Distance 
neurons activate last, not 
firing until day 21. In this 
study, all of the rats tested 
were male so researchers 
were not able to deter- 


mine if there is an inher- 
ent difference in the sense 
of direction between 
males and females: Thus, 
more research is needed 


’ to answer the second most 


profound question facing 
humanity: Do males or fe- 
males have a better sense 
of direction? 
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“imitation | 
is the sincerest form of flat- | 


p53 transcription suppress- 
es cellular division, prevent- 
ing any unchecked growth. 
However, p53 is known to 
be mutated in many cancer 
cells, rendering it incapable 
of working against the can- 
cerous proliferation of cells. 
Thus, if it truly acts through 
p53, BMH-21 may help cells 
regain the p53 tumor sup- 
pressor function, stopping 
uncontrolled cell division in 
its tracks. 

Despite this compound's 
promise as an anticancer 


| agent, more research needs 


“innovation | 


to be conducted before 
BMH-21 can be used in 


patients. Marikki Laiho, a 
physician and professor of 
Radiation Oncology. and 


University and senior au- 
thor of this study is leading 
her team to continue stud- 
ies of BMH-21 in animals. 
This will help find toxicities 
and determine proper dos- 
ages. Furthermore, because 
BMH-21 hits a process com- 
mon to all cancer types, 
these studies may help 
identify the forms of cancer 
that best respond to BMH- 
21 therapy. 

While conducting this 
study, Laiho’s team collabo- 
rated with Kimmel Can- 
cer Center drug develop- 
ment experts and scientists 
studying multiple myeloma 
blood cancer, medullary 
thyroid cancer and pros- 
tate cancer. The team also 
had significant contact with 
researchers in Helsinki, 
Finland. The research was 
supported by a combina- 
tion of American and Finish 
organizations: Academy of 
Finland, Biomedicum Hel- 
sinki Foundation, Cancer 
Society Finland, Finnish 
Cultural Foundation, Pat- 
rick C. Walsh Cancer Re- 
search Fund, the National 
Institutes of Health, Johns 
Hopkins University start- 
up funds and the Analyti- 


cal ea Core of 


johns Hopkins Kimmel 
‘Center. 
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Medicaid may have more influence on mental health than physical health. 


Atfordable Health Care 
Act benefits the elderly 


MEDICAID, From B7 
costs are inevitably passed 
on the state as emergency 
rooms become the only 
place people can turn to for 
care. Therefore, this system 
is extremely costly for both 
uninsured individuals and 
state governments. 

While the Medicaid 
expansion has settled in 
the typical partisan battle 
lines, the debate has taken 
a different form within the 
GOP. Many conservatives 
publicly disparage the ex- 
pansion, yet have taken 
advantage of the coverage 
when given the opportu- 
nity. The reason is because, 
unlike the individual man- 


date, Medicaid expansion 


does not require a purchase 
by the individual; instead, 
individuals are given ser- 


vice without a direct cost. 


This temptation is difficult 
for both citizens and state 


'| legislators to resist. In fact, 


Medicaid usage has been: 


| equated to drug peddling 


Cpanent 
se Sei ees 
| expansion is hardl 
aa 


Chickens alah spatial location based on the geomagnetic field. | woes. Masipals coverage is 


\ 


limited, and many doctors 
still refuse to see Medicaid 
patients due to low reim- 
bursements. Furthermore, 
Medicaid does not address 
the majority of medical 
costs but rather, shifts the 
cost burden to the govern- 
ment. In addition, health 
insurance alone will not 
address the economic, so- 
cial and environmental is- 
sues that are all contribut- 
ing to the relatively poor 
health of this nation. In 
fact, recent study from the 
University of Oregon has 
shown that, when people 
are suddenly granted Med- 
icaid coverage, it is mental 
health, not physical health, 
that improves dramati- 
cally. For example, while 
instances of diabetes, heart 
disease and obesity remain 
relatively constant with 
changing coverage, cases 
of depression significantly 
decrease with coverage. 
However, mental health 
should not be overlooked. 


Medicaid can provide the ; 


peace of mind to many 
Americans worried the 

cannot meet. their i 
care costs. kaw ey ude io 


i tn 
te 
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Chinas pollution affects the American West Coast Your eye movements 
can betray impatience 


By ELIZABETH LIu 
Staff Writer 


The cool, playful sea 
breezes on the sunny 
beaches of California may 
be more menacing than 
they seem. A study pub- 
lished this month by the 
Proceedings of the Nation- 
al Academy of Sciences 
found that China is ex- 
porting its pollution across 
the Pacific Ocean and onto 
American soil. The study, 
conducted by nine scien- 
tists from Britain, China 
and the United States, at- 
tempted to identify the 


environmental conse- 
quences of interconnected 
economies. Specifically, 
the researchers wanted to 
investigate how American 
air quality is affected by 
the demand for goods pro- 
duced in China. 


Pooling their diverse 
academic backgrounds, 
which included econom- 


ics and earth and envi- 


ronmental 


science, the 


researchers analyzed the 
Chinese economy as well 
as the earth’s atmospher- 
ic and weather patterns. 
They found that China’s 
economic ascent has result- 
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American consumerism is resurfacing as smog on the West Coast. 


ed in a surge of pollution 
for America’s West Coast. 
Highlighting this surge, 
the study noted that Los 
Angeles sees at least one 
extra day of smog every 
year due to pollution from 
China. 

This process of trans- 
oceanic movement is 
carried out by powerful 
winds that sweep across 
the Pacific Ocean. These 
westerlies can carry emis- 
sions from Chinese facto- 
ries to the U.S. in roughly 
six days, which is less 
than the time it usually 
takes for Chinese goods 
to reach American con- 
sumers. The main pollut- 
ants are dust, ozone and 
carbon. These accumulate 
in the valleys and basins 
of the Western states. Car- 
bon is especially danger- 
ous; black carbon cannot 
be washed away by rain so 
it hangs around in the at- 
mosphere for a long time. 
This particular pollutant 
has also been linked to a 
plethora of health issues 
including asthma, cancer 
and heart disease. 

There is a silver lining 
to this smog cloud. The 
researchers found that, al- 
though the West Coast is 
suffering, the air quality on 
the East Coast is improv- 


ing. This may be due to the 
high rate of outsourcing of 
East Coast factories to Chi- 
na. As production moves 
to Asia, the American fac- 
tories close, preventing 
further localization of pol- 
lution on the East Coast. 
Furthermore, while China 
is considered the world’s 
largest emitter of human- 
created air pollution, the 
researchers found that the 
country is not responsible 
for the lion’s share of pollu- 
tion in the American west- 
ern states. The majority of 
the West Coast’s air pol- 
lution comes from vehicle 
fuel emissions and West 
Coast factories and indus- 
tries. 
Nonetheless, 
cans. should 


Ameri- 
take the 
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_ Saccades occur when we shift our attention from one stimulus to another. 


findings of this study as | 
| By REGINA PALATINI 


a warning. The Chinese 
pollution that is degrad- 
ing our air quality is an 
indirect result of our con- 


sumption habits. Twenty- | 


of China’s 


one percent 
export-related 


came from products that | 


emissions | 


China exported to the US. | 


If the US is not careful 
about consuming goods 
and __ outsourcing, 
pollution problem could 
spread, leaving the whole 
nation in a cloud of con- 
sumer-driven smog. 


Amnesia patient’s brain sliced into 2,401 pieces 


By SOPHIA GAUTHIER 
Science & Technology Editor 


Researchers at The 
Brain Observatory in San 
Diego have embarked on 
a quest to help illuminate 
the meaning of a mysteri- 
ous language engraved 
within a 2,401-page book. 
The inscriptions are those 
of neuroscience and the 
pages are brain slices. 
Two-thousand four-hun- 
dred and one slices of 
brain. 

The original owner of 
this brain was a man com- 
monly known to the pub- 
lic as H.M. These initials 
were bestowed upon him 
by the medical commu- 
nity in order to keep his 
identity separate from his 
pathology. Now, six years 
after his passing, H.M.’s 
true identity has reached 
the world wide web. His 
name was Henry. 

The fact of the matter 
is, H.M. was much more 
than a specimen; it is his 
personal experience that 
actually makes his case 
so interesting. H.M. was 
only twenty-seven years 
old in the 1950s when he 
decided to undergo a radi- 
cal lobotomy in an effort 
to treat an obdurate case 
of epilepsy. Epilepsy takes 
many forms and is still 

quite mysterious even to 
the most skillful of scien- 
tists. For our purposes, 
however, it is character- 
ized by the long-term re- 
currence of seizures. The 
surgeon operating on 


4 HLM. removed a structure 


in the brain known as the 


medial temporal lobe in- 


n 


cluding the hippocampus. 

Several interesting oc- 
currences arose after this 
surgery. For one, H.M/s 
seizures were drastically 
reduced. However, this 
triumph came at a high 
price. H.M. began experi- 
encing, and continued to 
experience, several types 
of amnesia for the rest of 
his life. 

Amnesia is a form of 
memory loss. H.M. en- 
dured retrograde amnesia, 
meaning he was no longer 
able to recall memories 
from his life immediately 
before the procedure. In 
this form of amnesia, the 
most recent memories are 
completely lost and prior 
memories become more 
and more accessible as one 
attempts to recall further 
and further into the past. 
In H.M/’s particular case, 
he could not remember the 
year prior to his lesion. 

However, H.M. expe- 
rienced an even more de- 
bilitating form of amnesia: 
anterograde amnesia. This 
form of amnesia involves 
memory loss sustained af- 

_ ter the surgery. For the rest 
of his life, H.M. was un- 
able to form new declara- 
tive memories. Declarative 
memories include learn- 
ing and storing memories 
of things like facts, events 
and the names of people. 
Interestingly enough, 
H.M. was still able to learn 
and retain new skillsets, 

like those involving motor 
coordination. ! 

Up until recently, sci- 
entists only had sketches 
drawn by H.M.'s surgeon 

to document the areas 


‘ 


MUSEUMMITEDU 
H.M., a man who had his hippocampus removed in the 1950s to treat epilepsy, suffered from amnesia. 


of the brain which were 
either lesioned or left in- 
tact. In the 1990s, with 
the advent of neuroimag- 
ing, scientists were able to 
scan the preserved brain 
and discovered that, un- 
beknownst to the original 
surgeon, a portion of the 
hippocampus was inad- 


, documentation 
' makes a lot of sense in 


vertently spared. 
It is commonly known, 
through thousands of 


this | 


Staff Writer 


You're waiting in an 
unbearably long line. You 
tap your feet and check 
you watch - over and over 
again. Your body posture 
and movement convey your 
restlessness to all nearby 
observers. But are your eye 
movements giving away 
your impatience as well? 

Saccades, which are the 
eye movements we make 


| when we change our vi- 
| sual attention from one ob- 
| ject to another, have been 
| found to correspond with 
| our relation to time. Sound 


strange? Consciously or 


| not, this is true of how we 
/ move other parts of our 


studies stemming from | 
the original work with | 


H.M., that the hippocam- 
pus and its connections 
to the cortex are largely 
responsible for memory 
function. Discovering the 
mistake in the surgeon’s 
actually 


light of H.M.’s experience 
with only partial memory 
loss, since only parts of 
the hippocampus, along 
with a connecting area 
known as the entorhinal 
cortex, were actually re- 
moved. 

Scientists at The Brain 
Observatory in San Diego 


created the 0.7-millimeter | 


slices utilizing a micro- 
tome to cut through the 
cryogenically preserved 
brain and created a cata- 
log of serial photographs 
in order to reconstruct a 
high resolution 3-dimen- 
sional image of his brain. 
Researchers hope to uti- 
lize the model to further 
understand the mecha- 
nisms underlying H.M.’s 
pre- and _ post-surgery 
predicaments and to bet- 
ter diagnose neurological 
disorders in the future. 


body as well — tapping 
our feet, for example. 

Reza Shadmehr, profes- 
sor of biomedical engineer- 
ing and neuroscience at 
Johns Hopkins University, 
took what we know about 
waiting and these types of 
body movements and ap- 
plied it to the eyes. In his 
study, he asked subjects to 
focus on every new dot that 
appeared on a screen and 
measured how quickly the 
subjects were able to change 
their focus to the next dot. 
He discovered that some 
subjects transitioned focus 
very rapidly, whereas other 
subjects were significantly 
slower (as much as 50 per- 
cent slower) in changing 
where they were looking. 

Subjects were then asked 
to pause before focusing 
on the next dot when it 
appeared. If they did not 
pause for a long enough 
duration, they were given 
a penalty. Subjects were not 
told exactly how long they 
needed to pause before they 
could focus on the next dot. 

As you may have 
guessed, natural curios- 
ity meant that some people 
focused on the new dot al- 
most as soon as it appeared, 
but others were a bit more 
patient. For those who were 
willing to wait longer, Shad- 


mehr’s team increased the 
amount of time required 
to wait, and decreased the 
amount of required waiting 
time for the subjects who 
were less willing to wait. 
By doing this, they could 
determine exactly how long 
people were willing to wait 
while still trying to avoid 
the penalty. 

So how do these two 
exercises relate? Shadmehr 
examined how fast the par- 
ticipants moved their eyes 
in general and then at how 
long they were willing to 
wait before focusing on the 
next dot. The result? There 
was a strong correlation 
between the two, meaning 
that those of us who have 
quicker eye movements are 
more likely to be less pa- 
tient, and those with slower 
eye movements are prob- 
ably more patient. This cor- 
relation may be the result 
of how our nervous system 
controls how we move, as 
we are motivated to move 
when we feel we are suffer- 
ing negative consequences 
or missing out on new op- 
portunities by not doing so. 

These findings are es- 
pecially important when 
viewed in combination 
with a 2012 study that 
found that Attention Defi- 
cit Hyperactivity Disorder 
(ADHD), Fetal Alcohol 
Spectrum Disorder and 
Parkinson’s Disease can be 
easily identified by study- 
ing the eye movements of 
subjects watching televi- 
sion. 

Eye movements in 
those with diseases differ 
in certain characteristics 
when compared to those 
of control subjects. The 
costs of medical tests are 
continuing to rise, and 
eye-tracking tests are a 
significantly cheaper and 
less labor-intensive meth- . 
od of diagnosis. Shadmehr 
and others have proven 
that we can learn a great 
deal from not only where 
we look but how quickly 
we look there. 


Tsamsa virus neutralizes threat of anthrax spores 


By MIKE YAMAKAWA 
Staff Writer 


During the 2001 anthrax 
attacks, bioterrorists used 
deadly anthrax spores in 


postal letters to threaten ° 


US citizens and _ political 
figures, including two sena- 
tors. Ultimately, 22 people 


were infected and five died. . 


Despite the implementation 
of biohazard checkpoints, 
anthrax continues to be a 
threat to our country, as 
the spores can be cultivated 
with minimal equipment 
and education. However, 
some researchers at the Uni- 
versity of California, Davis 


may have some good news © 


for countering this form of 
bioterrorism. In the corpse 
of a Nimibian zebra, the re- 
searchers _ serendipitously 
found a certain virus that 
can kill the anthrax bacteria. 

Bacillus anthracis, 


ease, produces extremely 
robust spores that allow 


it to spread through even 


the harshest conditions. In 
fact, some spores have been 


the 
bacteria that causes the dis- 
certain bacteria, making it a 


found in regions of Antarc- 
tica. Once the bacteria enters 
a host, such as a human or 
animal, it can cause painful 
skin legions and gastroin- 
testinal infections. The re- 
searchers at the University 
of California, Davis found a 
bacteriophage, or. “bacteria 
eater,” that is able to specifi- 
cally target this particularly 
strong pathogen and kill it 
easily. Furthermore, this vi- 
rus can kill bacteria respon- 
sible for some food poison- 
ing incidents. 

The new bacteriophage, 
recently named Bacillus 
phage Tsamsa, is among the 
largest of bacteriophages, 
containing an abnormally 
large genome. Sequencing 
showed that an enzyme 
called lysin is expressed in 
the genome, which allows 
the phage to degrade bacte- 
rial machinery quickly. 

Viruses like Tsamsa are 
typically highly specific for 


potentially useful antibiotic. 
Unfortunately, penicillin 
and the discovery of other 
antibiotics excited many re- 


searchers and _ physicians, 
eclipsing bacteriophage re- 
search in the U.S. 

With the discover of 
Tsamsa and its possible ap- 
plication in anti-Anthrax 
therapy, researchers may 
gradually shift their eyes 
towards viral research. Su- 
per resistant bacteria that 
combat against our drugs 
are multiplying, providing 


greater incentive to look 
into other solutions. A major 
advantage of bacteriophage 
therapy is that viruses tend 
to be very specific, killing 
the “bad” bacteria and leav- 
ing the rest alone. Further 
research on Tsamsa and its 
genome may open up more 
possibilities for bringing vi- 
ral therapy into mainstream 
medicine. 
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Bacteriophages may be the next solution for combating infections. 
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Poore, Carey set records at Haverford Invite 


By ZACHERY OLAH 
Staff Writer 


Last weekend, the men’s 
track team set out to Haver- 
ford, Pa. to take part in the 
Haverford Invitational. 
The team had high hopes 
going into their final com- 
petition before the start of 
the second semester. The 
day surely lived up to their 
expectations. 

Highlighting the day 
was freshman, Jesse Poore. 
The recently named Cen- 
tennial Conference Field 
Player of the Week broke 
the Hopkins freshman re- 
cord in the long jump. His 
record breaking jump of 
6.57m was followed up by 
a dominant lead role in the 
4x400 meter relay in which 
the team placed first. To 
top off his day, he finished 
fourth in the 200 meter 
race with a time of 23.75 
seconds and fifth in the 
400 meter run with a time 
of 52.12 seconds. 

“Since the spring semes- 
ter hadn't begun, we used 
the past few weeks to train 
intensely,” Poore said. “In 
my case, I used this period 
to transition from football 


to track. Going into the 
Haverford meet, our team 
was really focused on im- 
proving times/marks and 
how well we could com- 
pete against conference- 
rival Haverford. I knew I 
would be exhausted, hav- 
ing to compete in four 
events, so I knew I had to 
focus on staying relaxed 
mentally and taking care of 
my body right throughout 
the meet. This meet was 
my first chance to jump so 
| was hoping I could start 
off on a high note. I knew 
the mark I had to hit to get 
the freshman record, but | 
didn't want to aim to bet- 
ter it, but rather jump my 
farthest, whether it be un- 
der or below the record. 
Setting a freshman record 
feels amazing. The fact that 
I was able to make the re- 
cord books so soon is a real 
blessing. With four years 
ahead of me | feel very con- 
fident about my individual 
potential and also in my 
ability to contribute to the 
team's success.” 

The success for Hop- 
kins did not stop with 
Poore. Hopkins managed 
to dominate many events 


of the competition. Collin 
Rozanski and Ryan Walsh, 
a senior and junior re- 
spectively, both won their 
events. Rozanski gave the 
Blue Jays a first place finish 
in the 400 meter race witha 
time of 51,22 seconds while 
Walsh came out on top of 
the high jump contest for 
the second time in three 
weeks with a height of 1.92 
meters. 

To compliment some 
first place finishes, senior 
distance runner Andrew 
Carey set a personal re- 
cord in the 3000 meter run. 
His time of 8:38:62 fell just 
short of setting the school 
record. Furthermore, soph- 
omore Trevor Holmgren 
placed third in the 800 
meter run and freshman 
Mitch Keller placed third 
in the shot put. 

As the team continues 
to make huge leaps in the 
right direction, they refuse 
to become satisfied. Both 
individually and as a team 
they are setting their sights 
high on the track and in 
the field. Poore made this 
very clear. 

“This year we're set- 
ting the bar high. The pri- 


mary goal is to do what a 
Hopkins men's team hasn't 


done in a long time, which | 


is win the outdoor confer- 
ence championship. But 


we also want to be able to | 


compete at a national level. 
We have a lot of talent this 
year and we hope to send 
a handful of individuals 
and maybe relays to the D3 
championships. Thinking 
ahead can get us in trouble, 
though, so we have to take 
one meet at a time, from 
the indoor season into out- 


door. Personally, my goal | 
is to qualify for NCAA's in | 


one of my events. This year, 
the coaching staff made it a 
priority to set high but re- 


alistic goals. So, as I look | ; 


forward to competing at 


conference's, | don't want | 
to become complacent and 
limit myself if I’m capable | 


of breaking other records 


and competing on the na- | 


tional level.” 

Hopkins will return to 
action this Friday and Sat- 
urday at the Bison Open in 


Lewisburg, Pa. They look | 
to carry their positive mo- | 


mentum into this week's 
events at Bucknell. 


Loeb just three seconds away from first 


By ZACH ZILBER 
Staff Writer 


Junior distance runner 
Frances Loeb found her- 
self in a less than desirable 
situation at the Haverford 
Invitational. 

“It was an interesting 
race,” Loeb said of the 3000 
meter run. “Penn was at 
our meet and they were 
our main competition. 
I was leading the whole 
time and one of the girls 
from Penn was just sitting 
‘on me. My first lap was 
pretty slow for a first lap, 


Intersession training 


but I knew the Penn girls 
would be pretty good, so 
I was hoping I could sit on 
them and let them do some 
of the work. So in my first 
lap I was waiting for her to 
pass me but after a while 
I was like, ‘Nope, I guess 
I’m leading.’ She was sit- 
ting right on me. Multiple 
times she would hit my 
butt when I was extend- 
ing backwards and she 
was extending forwards. I 
knew she was going to beat 
me. At the mile marker I 
thought she would finally 
pass me so I could sit on 


pays off for fencing 


M. FENCING, From B12 

Sophomore Glenn Bal- 
bus, who is a captain for 
the team, won all three of 
his bouts in the Foil, while 
Petrie won two. In the Sa- 
bre, Rose and junior Paul 
Vitale won two bouts each. 

The Blue Jays went 
against the North Carolina 
Tar Heels next, winning 
just one of the three weap- 
ons. The Tar Heels won in 
the Sabre and Epee with 
scores of 6-3 and 7-2 re- 
spectively. However, a 9-0 
sweep by Hopkins in the 
Foil allowed them to clinch 
the victory over North 
Carolina. Balbus, Petrie 
and senior Evan Stafford 
each grabbed three wins, 
dominating the Foil com- 
petition. Green and Zim- 
mermann each won bouts 
in the Epee. 

“As the season pro- 
gresses, the team is not 
only improving our physi- 
cal skills, but also increas- 
ing our mental toughness,” 
Zimmermann said. “All 
of the work that the entire 
team put in during all of 
our Intersession practices 
was validated in the two 
one point victories against 
the highly ranked Division 
I teams Sacred Heart and 
UNC. Through each prac- 
tice we focus on continual 
improvement and push 
each other to constantly 
work harder. Hopefully, 
all of our work will pay off 
at the MACFA Champion- 
ships and at NCAA Re- 
gionals later in the season.” 

The bouts continued 
to get easier as the meet 
went on, as the Blue Jays 
only lost in one weapon 
in their final nine bouts. 
Against Drew, the men 
took the Foil and the Sabre 
in a sweep but dropped 
the decision in the Epee. 
However, Zimmermann 
and sophomore Andy 


Huang won two bouts 
each for Hopkins in the 
Epee. Petrie, Stafford and 
junior Robert Goldhirsch 
each won three bouts in 
the Foil, and Vitale, Rose 
and freshman Daniel 
Dembner did the same in 
the Sabre. 

Hopkins then defeated 
NJIT in a sweep of all three 
weapons. Some key players 
include Menon, who had a 
sweep in his bouts to lead 
Hopkins in the Sabre. Bal- 
bus, Petrie and Goldhirsch 
won two bouts each to lead 
Hopkins 6-3 in the Foil. 
Huang and Zimmerman 
led in the Epee with two 
wins each in a close 5-4 
win. 

Finally, Hopkins closed 
the invitational with a 
win over Haverford, once 
again sweeping all three 
weapons. Green, Huang 
and Zimmermann each 
won two bouts in the 
Epee. In the Foil, Balbus, 
Stafford and Petrie fought 
hard to win the found. In 
the Sabre, Rose and Me- 
non won three bouts each, 
giving the Blue Jays an 8-1 
victory. 

“The meet in Phila- 
delphia went great; we 
pulled off close 14-13 wins 
against Sacred Heart and 
UNC, and beat Drew, 
NJIT, and Haverford to go 
5-0. The season has gone 
pretty well so far, and 
we're optimistic about the 
future,” freshman Dylan 
Etzelsaid. _ 

Rose echoed Etzel’s sen- 
timents, “The season has 


been successful. We did 


well at our home meet and 
were undefeated in Phila- 


-delphia. Now we are look- 


ing forward to the meet 


at Duke and the MACFA 


meet up at Drew.” 
The Blue Jays will return 
to compete at the Duke In- 


vitational on Feb. 8. 


| 


her, but then she didn’t. 
Then at three laps to go I 
thought she’d pass me, but 
then she didn’t. She passed 
me on the last lap.” 

Loeb admitted she was 
uncomfortable leading 
the entirety of the race, 
claiming she would have 
preferred to sit behind the 
eventual winner. 

“Tf you can just tuck in 
behind people and try to 
stay on them, you don't 
have to think about how 
fast you're going,” Loeb 
said. “You can just zone out 
and try to hang on. When 
you're leading, you don’t 
want to go out too hard or 
go out too slow. Typically 
I'd rather work my way up 
instead of leading.” 

She would go on to lose 
the race by three seconds. 
However, Loeb’s_ time 
of 9:57.86 was still good 
enough to rank her fourth 
in Division III in the 3000 
meter run thus far. 

“Last year, I never 
would have thought I'd be 
in this position,” Loeb said. 
“T can’t believe I’m at this 
point. I feel so lucky that 
everything is going well 
with me. I love it. I’m such 
a track nerd.” 

The Lady Jays left the 
Haverford Invitational last 
Saturday with five individu- 
al wins. Sophomore sprinter 
Brynn Parsons led the way 
with two first place finishes, 
winning the 60 meter race 
(8.03) and the 200 meter run 
(26.77). Senior captain Em- 
ily Swenson was among the 
other first place finishers, 
tossing a distance of 13.40 
meters in the shotput, fall- 
ing one fifth of a meter short 
of her career best. Loeb had 
no shortage of kind words 
for her captain. 

“She definitely moti- 


vates the other throwers,” 
Loeb said. 


Other first place finish- | 


ers included the Hopkins 
‘A’ 4x400 meter relay team 
(4:06.82) and sophomore 
sprinter Megan McDonald 
in the 400 meter run (59.77). 
However, according to 
Loeb, the most surprising 
performance of the day 
belonged to senior captain 
Maggie Shelton who fin- 
ished fourth in the mile 
with a time of 5:06.79. 

“Maggie’s mile was 
awesome,” Loeb said. “She 
hadn't raced the mile ever 
in college. I think she raced 
it once in high school. They 
put her in the mile this 
weekend and her first 800 
was something like a 2:42 
and her second 800 was 
like a 2:24. That's just ab- 
surd. That was definitely 
fun to watch.” 

Other notables include 
junior Ingrid Johnson fin- 
ishing second in the 800 
meter run (2:21.56), while 
sophomore Hudson Van 
Slooten slotted in at third 
(2:22.35) in her first ever 
race in the event. 

Hopkins also placed 
third through seventh 
in the 60 meter run, first 
through third in the 400 
meter run, fourth through 
seventh in the mile, and 
fourth and fifth in the 3000 
meter run. 

Two freshmen ran per- 
sonal bests, as Veronica Bo- 
swell ran a 10:24 in the 3000 
meter run, and Tess Meehan 
ran a 5:08.08 in the mile. The 
girls placed fourth and fifth 
respectively in their events. 

The Lady Jays now turn 
their attention to the Bison 
Open this Friday and Satur- 
day, where they will look to 
take down Bucknell in their 
return to Pennsylvania. 
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COURTESY OF RUSSELL3WILSON3 VIA FLICKR 
Can Russell Wilson and Pete Carroll lead Seattle past the Broncos? 


Super Bowl Preview: 
(ffense or Delense? 


By JASON PLUSH 
Sports Editor 


What happens when an 
unstoppable force meets 
an immovable _ object? 
This is the first question 
that comes to mind when 
the high-octane Denver 
Bronco’s offense faces off 
against the top ranked Se- 
attle defense. Super Bowl 
XLVIII will showcase the 
brilliance of Peyton Man- 
ning and the Denver re- 
ceiving core against the 
star-studded Seahawks 
defense, led by the talented 
and boisterous Richard 
Sherman. 

When analyzing all of 
the hype leading up to this 
game, it is incredibly dif- 
ficult to speculate which 
team will come out on top. 
Several media reports sug- 
gest that this will bea game 
that goes down in history 
in the NFL as one of the 
greatest Super Bowl match- 
ups ever. Some sources 
have even gone as far to 
say that the outcome of this 
game will be remembered 
as one of the most integral 
games played since the cre- 
ation of the Super Bowl. It’s 
hard to remember so much 
hype leading up to a Super 
Bowl in years past, and it 
will certainly be quite the 
treat at kickoff time Sun- 
day evening. 

First, let’s discuss 
Denver's, offense. Yes, 
Peyton Manning set the 
record for passing yards 
and passing touchdowns 
this season. Yes, he has 
four dangerous targets to 
throw too, including two 
receivers in Wes Welker 
and Demaryius Thomas 
who both finished with 
over 10 touchdowns each 
this season. In addition, 
fellow wide receiver Eric 
Decker finished with over 
1,000 receiving yards for 
the second straight sea- 
son. On top of those im- 
pressive numbers, Man- 
ning also has the luxury 
in trusting the ground 
game to get the job done 
as,the tandem of Know- 
shon Moreno and Mon- 


tee Ball have been very 
successful at moving the 
ball between the chains in 
critical situations. When 
you look at all of these 
weapons coupled with ar- 
guably the greatest quar- 
terback in the game to- 
day, it would seem almost 
impossible to slow down 
this offense. 

However, the Broncos 
are indeed capable of de- 
feat as they suffered losses 
to the Chargers, Colts and 
Patriots this season. They 
have been proven vulner- 
able at times as their pass 
defense ranks 19th over- 
all in the NFL. On top of 
this, the Broncos have yet 
to have the distinct plea- 
sure to face off against a 
top-tier defense such as 
the Seahawks throughout 
the season. The Seahawks 
are ranked first overall for 
defense in the NFL as their 
stout run defense allows 
just under 100 yards while 
their passing defense has 
been called impenetrable. 
This will have a gigantic 
affect on the success of the 
Bronco's offense on Sunday 
night. 

However, it appears 
that this game may be in 
the hands of sophomore 
quarterback Russell . Wil- 
son. With a strong receiv- 
ing core in Doug Baldwin 
and Golden Tate, coupled 
with the return of the inju- 
ry-plagued Percy Harvin, 
Wilson will have a strong 
arsenal to throw the ball to. 
The Seahawks will look to 
rely heavily on Marshawn 
“Beast Mode” Lynch to put 
the team on his back one 
more time as he lets his 
play on the field speak for 
his actions off of it. 

The stage has been set; 
history will be written 
on Sunday evening. Will 
Manning finally capture 
his second Super Bowl, or 
will the Seattle defense and 
Russell Wilson flourish 
under the lights at Metlife 
Stadium? Only time will 
tell who will be victorious 
in one of the most promis- 
ing match-ups in the his- 
tory of the Super Bowl. 


JANUARY 3( 


), 2014 


Lady Jays take three 
ol five in tournament 


By GAURAV VERMA 
Stal? Writer 


This past Saturday, the 
Hopkins Lady Jays Partici- 
pated in the Philadelphia 
Invitational Fencing Tour- 
nament, emerging with a 
3-2 record. The team de- 
feated Drew, Haverford, 
and Lafayette, but fell to 
tough defeats against #7 
Northwestern and #9 Tem- 
ple. 

In the first round, Hop- 
kins faced off against 
Northwestern. The Wild- 
cats surged to a 22-5 vic- 
tory. In the Epee, the Lady 
Jays fell 8-1, with Freshman 

Katherine Couch picking 

up the lone win for Hop- 
kins. The Lady Jays also 
dropped the Sabre, with 
Junior Rachel Kalina the 
only victor for Hopkins. 
The Lady Jays experi- 
enced some more success 
in the Foil, falling 6-3 led 
by a two-win performance 
from Senior Captain Jackie 
Heath. 

Against Drew, the Lady 
Jays cruised to 23-4 victory, 
in which Freshmen Char- 
lotte Green, Rachel Jandak, 
and Nastasia Winey led 
Hopkins to a 9-0 sweep in 
the Epee. Strong perfor- 
mances from Sophomore 
Raquel Viquiera and Heath 
resulted in the Lady Jays 
winning the Foil 6-3. Last- 
ly, Kalina and Sophomore 
Isabelle So led Hopkins to 
an 8-1 victory in the Sabre. 

The Lady Jays then 
dropped their matchup 
against #9 Temple 18-9. 
The Owls won the ‘Epee 
handily 7-2, with Couch 
and Junior Gianna Puzzo 
picking up the lone wins 
for Hopkins. The Foil was 
a close battle, but Heath’s 
three-win performance 
wasinot enough to lead 
the Lady Jays to victory, as 

“they lost 5-4. Temple also 
came out.on top in the Sa- 
bre, as the Owls defeated 

Hopkins 6-3, despite two 

wins from Kalina. 

Despite the loss against 
the Owls, Hopkins finished 
strong with wins against 
Haverford and Lafayette. 
Against Haverford, two 
wins from Couch were not 
enough to propel the Lady 
Jays to victory in the Epee, 
which they dropped 5-4. 
Hopkins rebounded with 
a 7-2 victory in the Foil led 
by three-win performances 
from Heath and Viquiera, 
and a 5-4 win in the Sabre 
with strong performances 
from Kalina and So. In to- 
tal, the Lady Jays defeated 

_ the Fords 17-10. 

The Lady Jays had an 
even more impressive vic- 
tory over the Leopards. 
The girls registered victo- 
ries in all three events with 
Jandak and Puzzo leading 
the team to a 8-1 victory in 
the Epee, and Sophomore 
Ashley Lau and Kalina 
both turning in three-win 
performances to lead the 


Lady Jays to 6-3 victories in 
the Foil and Sabre respec- 
tively. 


Among the overall top 


performers was_ Jandak, 
who went 6-1 in the Epee, 
improving to 17-7 on the 


season. In the Foil, Heath 
turned in a record of 12-2 
(41-16 on the season) and 
Viquiera went 9-3 on the 
day. In the Sabre, Kalina 
went 11-4, picking up her 
150th career win in the 
process. She improved to 
50-9 on the year. Winey 
and So also had winning 
records in the Epee and Sa- 
bre respectively. 

Green said that the suc- 
cess in the tournament 
could be attributed to team- 
work and communication. 
“The girls’ team did a re- 
ally good job communicat- 
ing about strategy before 
bouts at this tournament,” 
she said. “With the layout 
of these tournaments the 
three girls fencing all fence 
the same three girls from 
the other team, so when 
one of us had fenced a girl 
before the other we would 
talk strategy about what 
had worked with her and 
what hadn’t.” 

Couch added that the 
team also showed great 


spirit and focus, even 
when the going was 
rough. “We had lots of 


team spirit and kept good 
mental focus,” Couch 
said. “The team fenced 
well and didn’t get dis- 
couraged by some very 
difficult bouts. As an epee 
squad, we faced our most 
challenging opponent in 
the first round against 
Northwestern. Despite a 
tough loss, we kept our 
focus and continued to 
fight for every touch.” 
Green. said, that the 
team does more drills 
while fencing if they want 
to improve for future 
tournaments. “Lots of the 
time at practice we fence 
our hardest like we are 
in competition, where we 
should be choosing what 
we are weak at and work- 
ing to improve that,” Green 
said. Couch addressed the 
squad’s need “to improve 
[their] sense of distance 
and increase [their] speed 
of attack.” She added that 
she believes they “could 
improve this in practice by 
practicing distance drills 


and_ straight ~ fleche _at- 
tacks.” 
The Lady Jays next look 


to repeat as Eastern Wom- 
en’s Fencing Champions, 
as they engage in a sey- 
en-round bout at Hunter 
College in New York. The 
Tournament begins at 
10AM on February 9th, 
with the Lady Jays squar- 
ing off against the City 
College of New York in 
the first round. As a stu- 
dent body, we wish them 
the best of luck in bring- 
ing some more hardwood 
back to Homewood. 
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ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 


JIMMY HAMMER - 


By STEVE HYLAND 
Staff Writer 


The Hopkins men’s 
basketball team rode an 
already hot January (5-2) 
into their annual Wall- 
O'Mahony game against 
Muhlenberg College. With 
two straight wins over Ur- 
sinus and Washington Col- 
lege, the Blue Jays looked 
to extend their winning 


streak against the Mules. 
The annual Wall- 
O'Mahony game __hon- 


ors Glen Wall and Matt 
O’Mahony who were 
teammates on the Hopkins 
men’s basketball team from 
1982 to 1984. They were 
best friends and both tragi- 
cally lost their lives in the 
World Trade Center attacks 
on September 11, 2001. 

At the conclusion of a 
back-and-forth affair be- 
tween the Blue Jays and the 
Mules, Hopkins stood vic- 
torious with an 81-70 vic- 
tory over visiting Muhlen- 
berg College. This improves 
the Blue Jays record to 10-7 
overall. The team cur- 
rently sits at fourth place 
in the Centennial Confer- 
ence with a 7-3 record in 
conference play. Playing a 
huge part in the big win for 
Hopkins was junior Jimmy 
Hammer, who was award- 


team is currently 10-7 over- 
all and an impressive 7-3 
in conference play. In 2014, 
you've been a hot team, 
winning six of the past 8 
games. How much confi- 
dence does your impres- 
sive January give the team 
looking forward to the re- 
mainder of the season? 

Jimmy Hammer: Hav- 
ing a hot January definitely 
gives the team much more 
confidence. With the sea- 
son beginning to wind 
down, this is the perfect 
time to really hit a hot 
streak, which will hopeful- 
ly continue the rest of the 
season and into the confer- 
ence playoffs. 


N-L: You had a team- 
high 21 points as well 
as three rebounds and 
a steal in 35 minutes 
against Muhlenberg. This 
season you're averaging 
14.6 points per game (cur- 
rently seventh best in the 
CC). To what do you at- 
tribute your success so far 
this season? 

JH: Well a lot of it had 
to do with the work I put 
in this offseason and what 
I did to prepare for this 
season. But not only that, 
my teammates have really 
helped this entire year. 
Whether it is getting me 


ed MVP the ball 
(given ey- when I am 
ery year toa open,  set- 
player from VITAL ee great 
each team) STATISTICS screens 
for his ef- for me, 
forts. Ham- or _push- 
mer scored }! Name: Jimmy Hammer |} im& me in 
a team- : : practice 
leading 21 Year: Junior to be the 
points to Position: Guard best I can 
go _ along Major: Economics be, I could 
with three Hometown: Collegeville, |} not have 
rebounds Pag achieved 
and a steal this success 
in 35 min- without 
utes against them. 
Muhlen- 


berg. For his performance 
in this. game, The News- 
Letter would proudly like to 
announce him as our selec- 
tion for Athlete of the week. 

The News-Letter: Your 


N-L: Statistically speak- 
ing, your 40.8% three-point - 
shooting percentage is 
the fourth highest in JHU 
Men's Basketball history. 
Your long-range shot has 


always been an excellent 
part of your game in col- 
lege. How have you ex- 
panded your game over 
the years in order to im- 


HOPKINSSPORTS.COM 
Hammer was MVP of the Wall-O’Mahoney game. 


prove yourself as a basket- 
ball player? 

JH: I have learned to be- 
come more of a complete 
player with the help of my 
coaches. They have taught 
me to develop a pull up 
jump shot or getting all the 
way to the rim and either 
finishing or getting fouled. 
I had to do this because 
teams began -to realize I 
could shoot and would 
rush out on me. With the 
help of my coaches, I de- 
veloped the ability to put 
the ball on the floor and go 
around them as they close 
out. 


N-L: You were named 
MVP of the Wall-O'Mahony 
game. This game has a spe- 
cial meaning every year to 
the program, How, does, is 
feel to receive such a spe- 
cialaward? 

_ JH: It is an absolutely 
unbelievable feeling. The — 
entire day is truly terrific 
and is meant to remember 


MEN'S BASKETBALL 


two great men. That's why 
winning the MVP award 
is very special and I could 
not be more honored. It 
also helps that we won the 
game as 
well, mak- 
ing the day 
even more 
memora- 
ble. 


IN ie Bs 
What are 
your team/ 
individual 
goals — this 
season? 

J et 
Team goals 
would be 
to win the 
Centennial 
Conference 
tourna- 
ment and 
make it to 
the NCAA 
tourna- 
ment. I 
don't really 
set individ- 
ual goals 
but fin- 
ishing shooting over 40% 
from 3-point range would 
be nice. 


N-L: What big games do 
you have coming up and 
how is your team prepar- 
ing for them? 

JH: Every conference 
game is very important 
and we cannot take any 
team lightly. However, 
some teams that we have 
starred on our schedule 
are Dickinson, McDaniel 
(twice), and Franklin and 
Marshall. We prepare for 
every game the same way 
by studying film and going 
over their plays/tendencies 
during practices. 


The Hopkins men’s bas- 
ketball team will travel to 
Westminster, ..Maryland 
to take on McDaniel’ 


on Februar 


ry 
Franklin: and Marshall at 


8:00 p.m. 


W. Basketball falls to Mules in final seconds 


By SCOTT SHEEHAN 
Staff Writer 


While many of us were 
home relaxing over break, 
the Blue Jays women’s bas- 
ketball team was dedicat- 
ing hard work and time 
to stay sharp on the court. 
They had good reason for 
this as they went into the 
break with a 7-2 overall re- 
cord and were undefeated 
against conference teams. 
Thanks to the team’s suc- 
cess before the break, play- 
ers were motivated to stay 
in shape so they could 
continue their dominance 
with their return. 

“We ended the first half 
of our season before win- 
ter break on a really strong 
note by beating Muhlen- 
berg, which motivated us 
to continue to work hard 
in the following weeks 
when we weren't playing 
games,” Junior guard Sta- 
cey Fairey said. 

Their hard work paid off 
as the team picked up right 
where they left off. They 
won five of their first six 
games back, remained un- 
defeated in the conference, 
and even handed Haver- 
ford their first loss of the 
season. When asked about 


' the cause of their success 


the players don’t hesitate, 
aware that their teamwork 


is the key. 


“I believe the main rea- 
son for our success is that 
we push each other ev- 
eryday in practice and are 
selfless,” Senior guard Fatu 
Conteh said (who finished . 
with 11 points and a game- 
high four steals). “We trust 


our coaches and believe in 
the system they have cre- 


ated. We play our best bas- 


| ketball when we play as a 
team.” 


— From Anis success the 


team gained a lot of con- 
fidence, but knew they 
would be up against a 
tough opposition when 
Muhlenberg and the con- 


overs we created ultimate- 
ly helped us come back in 
the second half,” Fairey 
said. “Our defense is al- 
ways something we take 


~ ISABELLA SO/PHOTOGRAPHY STAFF 
The Lady Jays suffered their first loss in conference play against the Mules. 


ference’s top scorer Leanna 
Tallamy, visited this past 


Saturday. 
From the start of the 
game the Muhlenberg 


Mules played solid de- 
fense, holding the Blue Jays 
to only 19 points in the first 
half while gaining a domi- 
nant 12-point lead. The 
Jays were the first on the 
board thanks to Fatu Con- 
teh’s lay-up, but did not 
control the lead for the rest 
of the half after the Mules 
Colleen Caldwell sunk a 
3-pointer just seconds later. 
One of the biggest chal- 
lenges for Hopkins in the 
first half was their shoot- 
ing. The team was not 
able to make a 3-pointer 
and only shot 21.4% from 
the: field, while Muhlen- 
berg was able to sink five 
3-pointers. After this of- 
fensive drought it would 
have been easy for the Jays 
to focus on their offense 
going into the second half, 
but they had learned that it 
was their defense that won 
them games. 
“Our defense and abil- 
ity to score off of the turn- 


mies te AN 


pride in and focus on. We 
wouldn’t get as many op- 
portunities on offense if it 
weren't for making stops 
on defense, so it is definite- 
ly something we value.” 
Hopkins took this to 
heart in the second half as 
they were able to make a 
quick comeback. In the first 
four minutes of the second 
half the Blue Jays went on 
a 12-0 run causing four 
turnovers and holding the 
Mules to only two shots. 
Sophomore guard Katie 
Clark sparked the offense 
with eight points in those 
four minutes and tied the 
game at 31 on a 3-pointer, 
just 3:31 into the half. She 
finished the game with a 
game-high 17 points while 
leading the team in scoring 
for the fifth straight game. 
Muhlenberg — quickly 
. took back the lead though, 
but Hopkins stayed close 
behind. With 4:22 remain- 
ing Muhlenberg held a 44- 
46 lead, until Conteh stole 
the ball away and made a 
fast break layup that tied 
the game at 46. She was 
fouled on the play, and 


4 


successfully made the go- 
ahead free throw putting 
the Jays up 47-46. 

After Muhlenberg re- 
took the lead the two 
teams stayed close for the 
remaining few minutes, 
and with just over a min- 
ute to play, Clark tied the 
game at 52 on a 3-pointer. 
Despite Clark’s 3-pointer 
and the Jays playing a tight 
defense, Muhlenberg was 
able to hold off Hopkins by 
successfully completing all 
six of their free throws in 
the remaining minutes to 
win the game 58-54. 

It was a tough loss for 
the Blue Jays after giving 
it everything they had de- 
spite being down by 12 at 
the half. It was also their 
first loss to a conference 
team, and their first home 
loss since their opener back 
in November. The Blue 
Jays have a tough upcom- 
ing schedule now playing 
both McDaniel and Haver- 
ford on the road, but Fatu 
Conteh thinks that this loss 
should help the team get 
that extra push they need. 

“Although losing that 
game was very disappoint- 
ing for my team, I believe 
it taught us a great lesson,” 
Conteh said. “With a lot 
of our games, we haven't 
been starting strong in the 
first five minutes. Luckily 
in the past we have been 
‘able to dig ourselves out 
of the hole, but against 
Muhlenberg it didn’t work. 
I think this loss will be that 
extra push we need to turn 
the corner and’ have better 
starts in games.” 

_If Hopkins can take 
out the positives from this 
game and play tight de- 


fense the way they did in 
the second half, then they 
should be able to get back 


_ in the win column. 
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CALENDAR 


THURSDAY 
W. Basketball vs. Swarthmore, 6:00 PM 


Dip You 
Know? 


Freshman Jesse Poore set 
the freshman record in the 
long jump at the Haverford 
Invitational this week with a 

jump of 6.57m. 


SATURDAY 
Wrestling vs. Stevens/Ursinus, 12:30 PM 


WEDNESDAY 


a. 


t 


M. Basketball vs. F&M, 8:00 PM 


Women’s Basketball 


els oll to early hol star 


HOPKINSSPORTS.COM 


Behind a stalwart defenser and a breakthrough season from sophomore Katie Clark, the Hopkins 


women’s basketball team has started their 2014 campaign with a 10-2 Centennial Conference 


record. The Blue Jays will look to improve their Centennial record against Swarthmore tonight at 
6 p.m. Please see Page B11 for full coverage. : 


I 
N 
S 
i 
D 
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Women’s Track: 
#1() Nationally 


From cross country to 
track, the Blue Jay wom- 
en’s runners have been 
dominant this ‘13-14 sea- 
son. They are currently 
ranked 10th in the latest 
USTFCCCA poll. Page B10 


Athlete of the Week: 
Jimmy Hammer 


A 21-point performance 
from junior Jimmy Hammer 
earned him MVP honors in 
the Wall-O’Mahoney game 
against the Muhlenberg 
Mules for a 7-4 conference 
mark. Page B11 


Women’s Fencing: 
Philadelphia Invite 


The women’s fencing 
team traveled to Philadel- 
phia to face off against some 
of the top teams in Division 
Ill fencing. The Lady Jays 
beat Drew, Haverford, and 
Lafayette. Page B11 
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Fencing 


CTUISES 
to several 
victories 


By ALEX PICANO 
Staff Writer 
Intersession involved 


many victories for the 
Hopkins men’s fencing 
team. At the 2013 Hopkins 
Invitational in November, 
Hopkins earned wins 
over Army, Hunter and 
Yeshiva. At the Brandeis 
Invitational on Dec. 16, 
the team beat Boston 
College for their fourth 
straight win. Sophomores 
Mark Zimmermann and 
John Petrie led Hopkins 
in the Epee and Foil, re- 
spectively. They each 
achieved their 100th win 
of their careers. 

‘The men entered the 
spring semester with a 5-6 
record, after several tough 
losses to Stevens Tech, 
Air Force, MIT, Columbia, 
Brandeis and Brown, On 
Jan. 25 the men returned 
from winter break to com- 
pete in the Philadelphia In- 
vitational. 

The Blue Jays put up a 
strong fight at the Phila- 
delphia Invite, winning 
all five of their bouts. Pet- 
rie and freshman Patrick 
Rose won 12 bouts each to 
lead Hopkins with wins 
over Sacred Heart, North 
Carolina, Drew, NJIT and 
Haverford. 

Hopkins opened the in- 
vitational with a win over 
Sacred Heart, winning by 
one with a final team score 
of 14-13. Sacred Heart won 
the Epee by 6-3, etnougs 
freshman Nathaniel Gre 
won two bouts for the Blue 

Jays. Hopkins won the Foil 


6-3 and the Sabre 5-4 to 


claim the overall team win. | junior George Bugarinovic 11-point victory over the _ nity to make it to the confer- _ 
‘Sex M, FENCING, race B10 _| in the final seconds of the Mules and locking down ence championship. 
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j) Mixture of young and 


old propels Wrestling 


By MITCH WEAVER 
Staff Writer 


For the Hopkins wres- 
tling team, the 2013-2014 
season was a new begin- 
ning for everyone involved 
in the program. After a 
stellar season last year that 
saw the program produce 
All-American Paul Mar- 
cello, this season was a 
time for new people to fill 
into more prominent roles. 
As with all Hopkins sports 
teams though, the most 
important expectation for 
the season was team suc- 
cess; with the wrestling 
program, that expectation 
is always present. 

With 14 returners to the 
mats and six newcomers, 
the program has _ plenty 
of stability between the 
foundation built by the 
returners, and the youth 
infused to the program by 
the freshmen. In his ninth 
season as the head man 
at Hopkins, Coach Keith 
Norris benefits from a suc- 
cessful program with self- 
motivated student athletes. 
Filling in the void left by 
Marcello will be tough, but 
just like any Hopkins team, 


| this squad is certainly up 


to the challenge. Led by 


| wrestlers like junior Paul 
Bewak and seniors Dun- 


Blue Jays shine in the New Year| 


| plenty more left in a season 
fourth place in the con- | 
ference. “We are playing | 


By RACHEL COOK 
Staff Writer 


Before winter break 
brought a four week break 
from games, the Hopkins 
men’s basketball team had 
an overall 4-5 record and 
a conference record of 2-2. 
Returning to practice on 
Dec. 29 was not ideal for 
the men, however it proved 
to be the right call, as the 
men hit the court on Jan. 
3, exactly one month since 
their last game. Suffering 
a tough loss against Case 
Western provided the right 
incentive to spark a three 
game win streak, having 
two of those wins coming 
from conference matchups. 
The men were now 4-2 in 
conference and were show- 
ing potential as true con- 
ference contenders as they 
traveled to Carlisle, Pa. to 
take on the Red Devils of 
Dickinson College. 

The Blue Jays controlled 
the game up until the mid- 
way point of the second half 
as Dickinson went on a 16-1 
point run, putting Hopkins 
down by seven. The rest of 
the game would have three 
lead changes as both teams 
exchanged points back and 
forth, however Dickinson 
would pull away with two 
minutes left in the game, 
securing a ten-point victory 
over the Blue Jays. 

Now holding a 4-3 re- 
cord in the conference, the 
Blue Jays were determined 
to stay above .500, and that 
task proved to be challeng- 
ing as the men next took the 


court at Ursinus College. 
Controlling the entire first 
half, the game appeared 
to be in favor of the Bears. 
However, the Blue Jays 
were unwilling to give in 
easily and came back half- 
way through the second 
period. With four seconds 
re in the game, Hopkins 
led 67-66, and the ball was 
in the hands of the Bears. 
After key blocks from se- 
nior Connor McIntyre and 


game, the Blue Jays would 
walk away with one more 
in the win column. 

After a 91-63 blowout 
defeat against Washington 
College at.home, the men’s 
basketball team only had 
two days to prepare for 
the rivalry game against 
Muhlenberg College. Last 
time these two teams met, 
Hopkins lost by a margin 
of 16 points; however, this 
wouldn’t be the most im- 


} 
GUI HUBNER/PHOTO STAFF 
Men’s basketball is 6-3 in 2014. 


portant aspect of this re- 
match. As both teams had 
an equal 6-3 conference 
record, this game would 
determine who would rise 
to fourth place overall and 
which team would fall to 
fifth. 

Going into the game, 
the Blue Jays knew they 


had to improve their de- 


fense in order to control 
Muhlenberg’s Malique 
Killing who is currently 
leading the Centennial 
Conference in points per 
game. Senior Daniel Cor- 
bett and sophomore Aus- 
tin Vasiliadis stepped up 
on defense holding Kill- 


ing to one three-point shot | 


and only seven attempts 
at the free throw line. The 
Blue Jays overall played 
great defense as no other 
Muhlenberg player scored 
in double digits. 

_ Hopkins matched their 
defensive intensity on the 
offensive side of the court 
as five Blue Jays scored in 
double digits, securing an 


as a balanced team. We | 


are playing about 11 guys 
and six of them had nine 
points,” Head Coach Bill 
Nelson said. 

After a rocky start to 
their season, the Blue Jays 
have started off 2014 with 
a 5-1 record in conference 
and are now 7-3 overall 
and hold the fourth place 
spot in the Centennial 
Conference. When asked if 
there was a specific player 
to which the success of the 
second half of the team 
could be attributed, Coach 
Nelson accredited the suc- 
cess to the team collective- 
ly. “Corbett and Vasiliadis 
each have one of the top 
assist-to-turnover ratios in 
the league and have both 
shown great leadership,” 
Nelson said. “Gene Wil- 
liams and Jimmy Hammer 
are two of the top three- 
point shooters in the con- 
ference and really make 
the defense play out on 
them, which opens up op- 
portunities for Conner Mc- 
Intyre and George Bugari- 
novic inside”. 

Coach Nelson also 
recognized the improve- 
ment of his bench players 
as the biggest difference 
in the second half of the 
season. “Omar Randall, 
Luke Chambers and Niko 
Kotoulas are giving us 
solid minutes at both ends 
of the court and we haven't 
missed a beat with them 
out there. That's huge,” 
Nelson said. 

With eight regular sea- 
son games remaining, the 
Blue Jays cannot let up in 
their race to the conference 
championship. With four of 
their next eight games being 
matched up with top three 


teams, the Blue Jays have a 


difficult few weeks ahead 
of:them. However, with the 
combined effort of the team 
including the improved per- 
formances from the bench, 
Hopkins has the opportu- 


* 


can Crystal, Ray Yagloski 
and Henry Stauber, there 
is plenty of talent to go 


—and it surely did not dis- 
appoint. Hopkins jumped 
on top quickly with a 10-0 
victory, following wins by 
Bewak (125) and Yagloski. 
The main event in this 
matchup occurred when 
#10 nationally ranked 
Stauber (141) took on #2 
Brandon Jones of NYU. A 
close match through and 
through, Jones eventually 
prevailed by the slimmest 
of margins, 6-4. 

Hopkins ended the bout 
with NYU on top most im- 
portantly though by a final 
score of 22-15. 

“We wrestled very well 
this weekend and our win 
against NYU was an es- 
pecially good way to start 
out our dual-meet season. 
One highlight was Jared 
Foreman’s upset pin at 174. 
Its always awesome when 
guys can come off the 
bench and have an imme- 
diate impact on the mat,” 
Crystal said about the 
team’s weekend meet. 

To finish the day off, 
Hopkins took on the host 
Hunter in an attempt to 
come away with an un- 
blemished day. Hopkins 
wasted little time early 
by capturing a 13-6 lead, 
thanks to the work by Be- 
wak, Stuaber and Crystal. 
Hunter, having to forfeit 
three more matches, nev- 
er quite caught up with 
Hopkins in this one, and 


around for theré to be an- the Jays were able to.come. 


other Blue Jay on the matin 
March. Excitement about 
the season was abundant 
from the start, and there is 


that is still young. 

The Jays started the sea- 
son off with an outdoor event 
at our very own Homewood 
Field in the Black and Blue 


| Brawl. A great way to start 


the season, the wrestlers 
sent a rambunctious crowd 
home happy after their per- 
formances, setting the stage 
for a season full of excite- 
ment. 

Following a 2-3 start to 
the season, Hopkins trav- 
elled to Hunter College in 
New York to take on three 
opponents, two of which 
were Centennial Confer- 
ence foes. Hopkins started 
the day off with,a match 
against Washington & Lee. 
The match began as no con- 
test, as Hopkins took the 
first six bouts and jumped 
out to a comfortable 30-0 
lead. After winning one of 
the final four bouts, Hop- 
kins finished off the Gener- 
als with a 33-10 victory. 

Unfortunately for Hop- 
kins, the next three bouts 
would not be quite as com- 
fortable; most importantly 
though, the end result re- 
mained the same. 

Next up for Hopkins 
was NYU — the most an- 
ticipated match of the day 


away with a 31-18 victory. 

The victory capped off 
a 3-0 day for the Blue Jays. 
Bewak improved on an 
already excellent season 
by going 3-0, making him 
23-1 for the season. Crys- 
tal helped his cause for 
the season as well by im- 
proving his record to 10-4. 
Four other Jays recorded 
a pair of victories to aid 
the team’s effort: Yagloski, 
Welles Sakmar, Jared For- 
man and Kyle Spangler. 

After their impressive 
showing in the Big Apple, 
the Jays travel back to the 
Charm City to take on Cen- 
tennial foe Gettysburg in 
Goldfarb Gym. 

“As far as our future is 
concerned the biggest bar- 
rier to success for us is to 
start our matches polished 
and energized right from 
the beginning,” Crystal 
said. “If we can do that We 
are positioned to make a 
lot of noise in our confer- 
ence, the region, and ulti- 
mately at NCAAs which is 
always our primary focus. 
Also I hope we can get 
a big crowd for our two 
home-matches this week 
on Wednesday and Satur- 
day in the Goldfarb gym.” 

The match takes place 
at 7:00 p.m. on Jan. 29 as 
the Jays plan on building 
upon their great team win 
at Hunter. | ; 


pret bt . ___ HOPKINSSPOR’ 
The wrestling team enters the bulk of their season as February nears. 
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